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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


AL-JUMAYYIL TO LIBYA, ROME--Official Libyan sources described President Amin 
al-Jumayyil's visit to Libya as having the political aim of attracting local 
elements hostile to his regime who can be used to bring Lebanon in line with 
the Amman-Cairo axis. He is thus trying to make his rivals lose an opportunity 
to shatter security in Lebanon. He will be successful in this respect, espe- 
cially since the credibility of the personal relations between al-Jumayyil and 
al-Qadhdhafi is "beyond description" according to these officials. This credi- 
bility began with President al-Jumayyil's first visit, became rooted through 
subsequent contacts, and reached a peak in the last visit. Colonel al-Qadhdhafi 
showed his trust in and support of President Jumayyil in order to strengthen 
security in Lebanon, on the basis that Libya form an Arab political umbrella to 
support the regime's objectives. As for the recent visit to Italy, he was not 
scheduled to visit officials. Rather, the purpose was to visit the Vatican and 
meet with His Holiness Pope John Paul II to inform him of what has been hap- 
pening in Lebanon politically and security-wise. The aforementioned sources 
described al-Jumayyil's meeting with the Pope as "surprising," especially since 
the visit took place just before the American elections and on the eve of the 
extensive foreign travels that the Pope intends to undertake early in December. 
[Text] [London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 10 Nov 84 p 6] 5214 


TRIPARTITE SUMMIT IN DAMASCUS--Libyan diplomatic sources expect that a tripar- 
tite summit meeting of presidents Amin al-Jumayyil, Hafiz al-Asad, and Francois 
Mitterrand will take place in Damascus during the French president's visit to 
the Syrian capital next week. These sources said the summit will take up a 
number of urgent matters, the most important being the withdrawal of Israel 
from Lebanon, especially from the western Biqa', for which Israel stipulates 

a mutual understanding with Syria on the substitution of international forces 
for its forces, and Syria's pledge not to advance to the places from which it 
withdraws or allow the Palestinians to undertake commando operations across 
these areas. [Text] [London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 10 Nov 84 p 6] 5214 


LIBYA, FRANCE MEET IN SYRIA--The Chad problem shifted to Damascus while French 
President Francois Mitterrand was in Damascus. Brig Gen Aou Bakr Yunis Jabir, 
commander-in-chief of Libya's armed forces, was a party to the discussion of 
the complications and difficulties that have delayed the complete Libyan troop 
withdrawal from Chadian territory. The manner of contact between the French 
and the Libyans in the Syrian capital has not been revealed. However, the 
timing of the French president's arrival to coincide with that of Libya's 











command-in-chief is understood to have been planned. Arab diplomatic sources 
say that Libya explained to the French the reasons for the slowness of the 
final withdrawal and pointed to problems which it believes France is responsible 
for solving, whereas the French hold the Libyans responsible for the possible 
failure of the agreement signed by Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi and President 
Mitterrand on Crete in the presence of the Greek prime minister. The same 
sources add that the matter was dealt with in a positive fashion and the likely 
result will be to hasten the Libyans' complete withdrawal from Chad. [Text] 
[London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1466, 7 Dec 84 p 9] 5214 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ARMENIAN GROUP THREATENS 'TO ANNIHILATE' THREE TURKISH CITIES 
istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 14 Jan 85 p 1 


[Text] Brussels--The AFP office in Brussels has received a letter signed by the 
"Armenian Scientific Group" stating that Turkey's largest three cities, 
Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir, will be destroyed by atomic bombs if the "Armenian 
genocide" resolution sent to the United Nations is not endorsed by Turkey as 
well. 


The threatening letter, typewritten in very bad English, says that the said 
organization has decided to annihilate the said three cities and that the 
"Armenian Scientific Group" has at its disposal three small nuclear bombs to be 
used for this purpose. 


The news agencies report that this is the first time this organization has been 
heard of and that, for this reason, the letter is not taken very seriously. 


9588 
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EGYPT 


PRESIDENT MUBARAK'S VISIT TO AL-AHRAM LAUDED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 16 Dec 84 p 7 
[Editorial: "A Heartfelt Talk with the Press"] 


[Text] In a discussion with senior AL-AHRAM writers and journalists yester- 
day, President Husni Mubarak emphasized that democratization would continue. 
He called on all of the political parties to consider Egypt's problems from 
an overall nationalist perspective instead of the narrow party perspective. 


The president explained that he does not believe in palliatives or temporary 
solutions because palliative solutions are an insult to the people. Rather, 
the president is committed to long range planning, investigating the roots of 
the problems and finding real solutions to them. As an example he mentioned 
spending on sanitation. Although the construction of a new sanitation system 
in Cairo alone will cost 3 billion pounds, work on it has begun because there 
is no substitute for building these new networks in all parts of the republic 
during the current plan, and continuing to build them during the next plan, 
until we reach real solutions to our domestic problems. 


President Mubarak mentioned that he listens to many views on various problems, 
and does not hesitate to utilize the most appropriate view, regardless of the 
party affiliation of the person to whom it belongs. He also reads many studies 
and selects from them only what is practical, realistic and capable of imple- 
mentation. 


The president urged every Egyptian to be a guardian of law and order because 
that is the responsibility of every one of us. He urged everyone to uphold 
the greater national interest. It is not in the public interest to stir up 
young people with misleuding information. National problems must be placed 
above all party considerations. 


The president said with sincerity that he hoped 1985, which begins in 2 weeks, 
would be the year in which economic and housing problems are solved. 














All of the employees at AL-AHRAM who heard President Mubarak felt that he was 
speaking with sincerity to Egypt alone. He did not «.y anything to commit 
himself to untruth and he did not offer any promises. He only said that he 
was confident of the possiblity of accomplishment in the best way possible. 


9123 
CSO: 4504/142 














JPRS-NEA-& 5-03 
16 February 14 


EGYPT 





MUBARAK'S PRESS POLICY DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 25 Dec 85 p 1 
[Editorial by Musa Sabri: "Mubarak and the Press"] 


[Text] It is our good fortune that when President Husni Mubarak visited the 
staff of AKHBAR AL-YAWM, and before that the staff of AL-AHRAM, he was concerned 
with two matters. 


First, the president wanted to ascertain for himself that we were using tne most 
modern methods of printing and photography. He wanted to find out for himself 
that everything else which had to do with the technical aspects of publishing an 
Egyptian newspaper was modern and up to date. He wanted to see for himself the 
extent to which Egyptian engineers and workers were capable of operating these 
complicated electronic devices which require specialized study and high-level 
training. The president asked questions about every small step or detail in the 
process of printing a newspaper. 


I sensed that the president was pleased with young Egyptians' know-how and 
enthusiasm. The president expressed his feelings when he talked with young 
Egyptians who felt that the president was talking to them in a natural, frater- 
nal manner. They felt that the president was actually proud of every Egyptian 
citizen who did his duty and who changed for the better with his knowledge and 
his skill. These feelings spread among thousands of workers at AKHBAR AL-YAWM. 
We were all delighted with the warm, popular reception that was afforded the 
president. Emotions were high, warm and sincere. Workers did not cheer; they did 
not shout rehearsed slogans. Instead, they cheered the president and welcomed 
him with warm, sincere affection. 


The second matter that I felt the president was interested in was this: he 
wanted to have an open dialogue with journalists in different age groups. Where- 
as the president's visit to the new building of AKHBAR AL-YAWM lasted two hours, 
his conversation with editors of the firm's newspapers went on for 2 hours with- 
out interruptions. He welcomed every question, and his manner in answering 
questions was not official and reserved. The president spoke plainly and 
sincerely: he spoke about his view of problems, the long term approach to these 
problems, the obstacles that have been surmounted and those that still exist. In 
answering questions the president would add that he wished everyone would pitch 
in and assume responsibility. He would say, "This is what we are doing. What dc 





you think?" He would then listen to other people's opinions attentively and res- 
pectfully, and he would thank everyone who came up with an idea that was 
suitable for application. The president would ask the minister of state, Dr 
'Ubayd to make a note of the observation that had been made and to follow up on 
implementation. 


The conversation with the president came from all directions: center, left and 
right, but its tone was nationalistic in the true sense of the word. People 
spoke about amending the constitution, about conditions that make an emergency 
law mandatory, about labor laws, the standards of education, improper subsidies 
and favoritism. All those who spoke did so in a manner that clearly put the 
public interest first above every other consideration. The fact that Mubarak 
continued to answer questions as the conversation with him continued gave 
everyone an incentive to put the time that was being spent with him to the best 
possible use. 


The president was truthful when he wrote in the visitors' book that he was 
delighted with the high standards that were applied in the conversation. 


The president liked the affectionate ties that he saw all workers--workers, 
administrators, artists and editors--had for each other when he visited AKHBAR 
AL-YAWM. These feelings stem from a sense of being [part of] one family that is 
carrying out one mission. With love the impossible can be achieved! 


Mubarak's visit to AKHBAR AL-YAWM and AL-AHRAM was his way of honoring the 
Egyptian press. Each press institution in Egypt represents all the press in 
Egypt. The president had much to say about his faith in freedom of speech. He 
said that the state did not interfere in the press at all by denying a writer 
his right to write or by prohibiting the publication of a news item. He said 
that when he reads an article that went beyond proper bounds or news that was 
not true, he gets in touch with [the person in question] and calls his attention 
to that article or news item to protect the public interest. That is all he 
does. There is no doubt that this is an excellent model for what the relation- 
ship between the press and the state should be. 


We thank the president from the bottom of our hearts for honoring us, the 
Egyptian press corps, in this generous fashion. 


8592 
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MUBARAK LAYS CORNERSTONE FOR NEW HOSPITAL 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 17 Dec 84 p 3 


[Article by Hasan 'Ashur: "President Mubarak Lays Cornerstone for Giant 
Qasr al-'Ayni Medical Center in Egypt; the New Hospital Will Have 1,000 Beds, 
Will Cost 60 Million Pounds and Will Be Completed in 4 Years" ] 


[Text] There was a historic moment yesterday morning in the Qasr al-'‘Ayni 
district. The cornerstone laying ceremony took place for the new Qasr 
al--'Ayni building on the site at which for many years it has provided treat- 
ment for millions of sick Egyptians and has educated generations of Egyptian 
doctors. President Mubarak wanted to attend the ceremony, and for two hours 
he listened to a complete explanation of the Cairo University hospital system 
project which includes 2,700 beds and the most modern equipment known to 
science. 


The president arrived at the site of the new Qasr al-‘Ayni Hospital yesterday 

at 10:30 am. He was met by Prime Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali; Dr Rif'at al-Mahjub, 
speaker of the Peoples’ Assembly; Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim, head of the advisory 
committee; Deputy Prime Minister Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, minister of higher 
education and scientific research; Dr Sabri Zaki, minister of health; Dr Hasan 
Hamdi,-president of the University of Cairo; Dr Mamduh Jabar, president of the _ 








doctors' union; Dr Hashim Fu'ad, dean of the University of Cairo school of 
medicine; and Philippe Cuvillier, the French ambassador in Cairo. 


He listened to a statement by Dr Hashim Fu'ad, the dean of the University of 
Cairo school of medicine, in which he said that the hospital is part of the 
University of Cairo hospital system which has approximately 2,700 beds. The 
new hospital will have 1,000 beds. Its total area will be 22,000 square 

meters. The area of the buildings will be 15,000 meters. There will also be 
two multi-level garages, one with a 500 car capacity, the other with a 700 car 
capacity. The project wil. cost 600 million francs, or about 60 million pounds, 
which is being provided as a loan with an easy repayment schedule by the govern- 
ment of France. The loan will be used as follows: 26 percent for buildings, 

21 percent for renovations, 25 percent for electrical and mechanical equipment, 





and 28 percent for medical equipment. The hospital will have 800 beds for 
free treatment divided by specialty among the various internal diseases and 
surgery, and 200 beds for minor treatment for a fee. There will also be all 
kinds of independent services: restaurants, lavatories, x-rays and labora- 
tories. The new hospital will also have a residence for doctors and hospital 
personnel with a capacity of 120 places. [Anticipated] visitor traffic has 
been taken into consideration and steps will be taken to keep it separate 
from the traffic of doctors and hospital personnel. The hospital will have 
12 operating rooms, and two operating rooms in the fee-paying section. It 
will have four examination rooms with testing equipment. The new hospital 
will include reception and emergency services with 30 beds, and an intensive 
care unit with 20 beds. 


The hospital will also have four auditoriums, each with a capacity of 250 stu- 
dents, and six classrooms with a capacity of about 80 students. The hospital 
will have integrated sections for laboratories and x-rays, a natural treatment 
section, a kitchen, a laundry, a sterilization center, a center for electric 
and mechanical power, and a medical engineering unit. Implementation of the 
project will take about four years. The French groups actually began work on 
ground tests at the site two months ago. 


After listening to the detailed presentation, the president laid the corner- 
stone, and announced that construction of the new Qasr al-'Ayni hospital had 
begun, 


President Mubarak then attended the ceremony which was held to celebrate the 
laying of the cornerstone for construction of the hospital. The ceremony 


began with verses recited from the Koran. 


Dr Hasan Hamdi 





-  - The new hospital will offer the highest quaiity medical services to Egyptian———--——_— 
citizens. 


Then Dr Hasan Hamdi, the president of the University of Cairo, made a speech 
in which he said: "I am happy to be at this site today and to have the honor 
of welcoming you on this marveious occasion at which a new facet of Egyptian 
culture is being inaugurated. The announcement of the beginning of work on 
the new Qasr al-"Ayni hospital heralds a giant step forward on the road of 
progress, development, prosperity and happiness. The University of Cairo was 
honored by your visit twice before, first in December 1983 on the occasion of 
the university's diamond jubilee, and second at a meeting with members of the 
teaching organization to discuss internal and external problems, in June 1984, 
It was a productive and frank meeting. Today, Mr President, the University 
of Cairo is happy to welcome you for a third time. We wish to express to you 








once again our great esteem and gratitude for your attendance, and acknowledge 
the profound significance your presence among us this day to lay the corner- 
stone of the Qasr al-‘Ayni hospital holds. We interpret this as meaning that 
you value and respect the University of Cairo. We reciprocate this value and 
respect. The true challenge of development in Egypt is for each of us to 
carry on within the framework of his own particular area of specialization 

and within the limits of his particular powers and responsibilities. Let us 
all work to build and develop the nation, nct only with rocks, concrete and 
steel, but let us work to develop the spirit of the nation with positive 
values. Let us instill in our people a sense of good, sacrifice and giving. 





"With its modern design, its advanced capabilities, its learned doctors and 
its extraordinary people the new hospital will, God willing, be able to pro- 
vide medical service as good as any in the world to our ordinary citizens. 
It will also provide a facility for teaching and modern clinical training 
which will improve the skill of its doctors. These improved skills will, in 
turn, be reflected in the performance of medical service at all its sites 
throughout Egypt. This hospital, which we hope to open in four years, God 
willing, will help to link the university with the local real world as a 
first step toward providing modern medical service for the Egyptian people." 


The president of the University of Cairo noted that the Qasr al-‘Ayni School 
of Medicine was founded by a Frenchman, Antoine de Clot, who was known as 
Clot-bey, and that the French government was helping to rebuild Qasr al-'Ayni. 
He also noted the generation of pioneers and those who devoted their lives to 
Qasr al-'Ayni, such as Dr Muhammad Shafi'i, the first Egyptian director of 
Qasr al-'Ayni hospital in 1847; Dr Bahjat Wahbi, the first Egyptian professor 
to head the department of anatomy in 1908; Dr Ahmad Shafiq; Dr ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
Isma'il; Dr Muhammad Khalil 'Abd-al-Khaliq; Dr Sulayman ‘Azmi; Dr Mujib 
Maqar; Dr Ibrahim Shawqi; Dr Najib Mahfuz; Dr George Subhi; Dr ‘Abd-al-Wahhab 
Moreau and others. 


Dr Hashim Fu'ad 
Qasr al-‘Ayni is a Symbol of Egypt's Culture 


Then Dr Hashim Fu'ad, dean of the Cairo University School of Medicine made a 
Statement. He said: "On behalf of the University of Cairo Medical School it 
gives me pleasure today to welcome you all on this national occasion which 
will remaia as one of the outstanding features in our modern life. If Egypt 
was the first society to know about agriculture, and then created civilization, 
it has throughout its history continued to embrace civilization and contribute 
to its advancement for the benefit of mankind. It has given generously to all 
of its citizens. It has also taught its neighbors since mankind first knew 
about organized teaching. The first university in history was in ancient 


10 














Egypt. Islamic Egypt has had a beacon whose light still shines beyond Egypt's 
borders east and west, north and south. Modern Egypt has the University of 
Cairo which together with its sister Egyptian universities continues to empha- 
size Egypt's cultural role. Qasr al-'Ayni is not merely a scientific institu- 
tion or teaching hospital, a building or equipment. Qasr al-‘Ayni actually 
has an important significance which transcends all of that. It is a symbol 

in which we can all take pride because concept, structure and symbol are not 
separated from Egypt's culture in its development and integration as it honors 
humanity in every sense of the word. 


"Qasr al-'Ayni will continue to be a place where Egypt, its neighbors and the 
entire world will find compassionate hands and hearts brimming with love of 
mankind, eager to ease their pain and suffering, and provide haope for those 
who suffer from disease. Generation after generation has learned in Qasr 
al-'Ayni." 


9123 
CSO: 4504/142 
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AMBASSADOR TO UNITED NATIONS INTERVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 19 Dec 84 p 5 


[Interview with Ahmad Tawfiq Khalil, Egypt‘s ambassador to the United Nations, 
by Hamdi Fu'ad; at the United Nations, date not specified] 


[Text] I met Ambassador Ahmad Tawfiq Khalil, chief of the Egyptian delegation 
to the United Nations, in his private office. Since Egypt was chosen to head 
the Security Council this month he is now the president of the Security Council. 
We met near the famous historic Security Council hall where the most consequen- 
tial meetings have been held and from which the most well known historic reso- 
lutions have been promulgated. Matters of security and peace have depended on 
its meetings. 


Egypt now sits at the helm of this body. The seat is occupied by Ambassador 
Ahmad Tawtiq Khalil, who will also remain as a member of the Security Council, 
and as chairman of the Group of 17, which has now become the Group of 77. 
These are the nations of the third world which meet regularly [to think of 
ways] to overcome their economic problems and financial burdens, and to save 
their peoples from hunger and poverty such as that which is now beine faced 
in Ethiopia and most of the nations of the Sahel. 


___Ambassador Ahmad Tawfiq spoke about Egypt" s tasks—and-responsibtlities during ~~~ 


this stage when it is undertaking various international tasks. 


[Answer] President Husni Mubarak's policy has been favorably received within 
the United Nations, and Egypt has moved to the forefront in international 
affairs. It has an influential role in all international matters. Egypt 

now holds the presidency of the Security Council for the first time in 25 years. 
It will remain a member of the Security Council and head of the Group of 77. 


[Question] The whole world used to stay up all night waiting for the Security 
Council. Foreign ministries remember its resolutions and numbers which give 
them a certain sanctity. But these resolutions and numbers have declined and 
have turned into a joke for the strong countries. 
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[Answer] I agree with you completely. The strong countri+s do not consider 
the council important any more. Only the weak countries need the United 
Nations and the Security Council. It is as though they were the ones who in- 
vented these organizations. But the sad and painful truth is that it was the 
strong countries themselves and the European countries who wrote the charter 
and issued it after a world war. They established this organization out of a 
fear that they might clash again. At that time the nations of the third world 
did not even exist. They were merely colonies of the strong countries, or 
were demanding their independence. Thus, the charter gave the strong powers 
a special privilege, the right of veto. Those who wrote the charter were 
thinkers, intellectuals and pragmatists and not merely a group of philoso- 
phers. This was to avoid the outbreak of a new world war. 





The Security Council is the highest body responsible for decisions regarding 
international peace and security. Egypt's role in the council does not begin 
and end with its chairmanship. Its role is based on its membership in the 
council and in the General Assembly. 


Several heads of delegations have asked me about the scheduled arrival of 
President Husni Mubarak to New York as one of the most prominent leaders who 
will be invited to attend ceremonies next year marking the 40th anniversary of 
the United Nations. The reason they are asking is that the number of heads of 
state [who are coming] is increasing. These heads of state are expected to 
reaffirm their commitment to the charter and their faith in the United Nations 
at a time when irresponsible voices are becoming more strident in deploring 
the organization's failure, ridiculing its role and belittling its importance. 
This feeling is reflected within the council and an understanding of the 
extent of its seriousness is increasing. What it means is that the role and 
influence of the international organizations is diminishing while these organi- 
zations are trying to assert themselves. They feel that part of their job re- 
quires them to explain their tasks and responsibilities to the public, and to 

_ publicize the accomplishments that can be achieved by correcting the organiza- 

tion's problems. It is necessary to preserve the principle of international ~~ 
cooperation in a world in which interests are interdependent and organizations 
such as this have become a natural and necessary thing. On the other hand, 
diminishing the importance of such organizations, and antagonism among some of 
its members, represent a danger to international society. European countries 
such as France, as well as countries like Australia, have applied pressure to 
Great Britain urging it not to withdraw from UNESCO. 


The United Nations and the Security Council are the only place in the world 

where the powerful countries and the weak countries can address the world to : 
influence public opinion and can address the nations of the world gathered 

together at a single location. Summit conferences cannot serve as a substitute 
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because international participation and the interconnection of problems forces 
the superpowers and the weak countries to turn to the international organiza- 
tion. There is no strong country or weak country that alone can determine the 
fate of the world. Violation of the charter's principles by the superpowers 
damages their interests and the interests of the weak countries, and threatens 
world peace. 


The president of the Security Council proceeded to discuss the experimental 
imposition of sanctions on South Africa. 


[Answer] We have taken advantage of public opinion in the United States 

held by the people, Congress, and even the president, to condemn the racist 
regime in South Africa. President Reagan welcomed Nobel prize winner 

Bishop Tutu as a fighter against apartheid in South Africa. We have arranged 
for the Security Council to approve the draft resolution which was submitted 
by Holland, a western nation, so that the resolution will be issued unani- 
mously, without using the right of veto or abstention, to impose a specific 
Sanction on South Africa. 


Egypt has taken a leadership role in these deliberations as an African nation, 
as a member--and president--of the Security Council, as a pioneering nonaligned 
nation, and as one of the original nations to seek condemnation of racial segre- 
gation. Although the resolution does not go as far as we had hoped it would, 
issuing a unanimous resolution represents a victory for Africa and a defeat for 
racism. 


We will then discuss the UN secretary general's report on the Cyprus problem. 
This report contains several positive aspects. It is being produced while 
Egypt heads the Security Council. Cyprus is an important nation in the non- 
aligned movement, and it is important to Egypt and the Mediterranean basin. 


Egypt is always trying to preserve nations’ sovereignty and unity. It empha- 

sizes the importance of solidarity among the nations of the nonaligned move=" = ~~ 
ment in always being prepared to deal with all the complexities of the Middle 

East problem, most notably the Palestinian problem. 


We also note that the session is almost over. For this reason the Security 
Council, the General Assembly and the UN committees are trying to end their 
work. This can be seen in the pressure being put on the leadership of the 
Security Council and the leadership of the Group of 77, namely Egypt. 


President Husni Mubarak was the first to bring up the economic problems of the 
third world at the UNCTAD conference in Belgrad. On the basis of the principles 
adduced in an address by the president, Egypt has taken the initiative to imple- 
ment everything that he mentioned in his speech, particularly in view of the 
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fact that it now heads the Group of 77. It is also trying to implement other 
Suggestions made by the president, to wit, the need to hold an international 
conference on finance, financing and research into the problems of develop- 
ment in the third world, and preparing for an intermational meeting on trade. 
President Mubarak brought up the problems of development faced by the nations 
of the third world and the nations of Africa in particular. As a result of an 
initiative by the UN secretary general and the concer of Dr Ghali, all of 
these economic subjects have been discussed at African summit conferences and 
at foreign ministers’ conferences. We have succeeded in issuing a resolution 
on emergency relief for famine victims in Africa. Egypt pointed out the 
importance of dealing with economic problems at their roots, and concentrating 
on medium and long range assistance. As the Chinese proverb says, "Give me a 
fish now, but you must also teach me how to fish." 


Egypt wanted to take care of the interests of the developing countries without 
exception, even though their priorities do not all coincide. The Latin coun- 
tries want to deal with their debt problems. The African countries want to 
deal with their debts also, but they must give prime attention to the confron- 
tation with famine, drought, desertification, and decrease of arable land. 
Certain countries, among them oil exporting countries such as Brazil which has 
its own objections, do not agree on the benefit of establishing the Bank of 
the South. 


Last week I went to Washington and met with Monsieur Delarosier, the director 
of the fund. I also met with the director of the International Bank and the 
president of the Group of 24 in preparation for the Group of 7/7 taking a posi- 
tion on the meeting of the bank's and fund's development and coordinating 
committees in Washington in April. I received an invitation from the execu- 
tive secretary of the economic committee for Africa to attend the meeting in 
Addis Ababa in late February. 


Egypt has its own opinion about projects involving cooperation between the 


—..north and south, The most important project is concerned with establishing 





a system of trade priorities for the developing countries. We were able to 


arouse some optimism among these countries, but without overdoing it. We 
welcome some measures, but they are not the end of the matter. Despite diffi- 
culties facing north-south dialogue we are like a group. We continually 
emphasize the importance of this dialogue and the importance of continuing 
negotiations between the developing countries and the rich countries to affirm 
the concept of international solidarity and integration. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-0: 
16 February 14 


EtsYPT 


TAX POLICY CAUSES DECLINE IN EXPORTS 
Cairo AL~AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 19 Dec 84 p 16 
[Editorial by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din] 


[Text] The nation's leaders say, "We support production and we support 
export." We agree with them. 


But we also say: Without production and export we are dead. Every official 
and every economist understands that this is not simply a slogan, but it is 
the only way to solve our economic problems and free our country from de- 
pendency. 


But the bureaucrats do not see it that way. 





I have before me a case that is glaring because it is simple, and urgent 
because it is in a bottleneck from here until the new year--2 weeks. 


1982 Egypt exported 900 tons of high quality flowers. In 1983 it exported 
only 50 tons. In 1984 it has exported 0 tons as of the moment I am writing 
these lines. 


Why? 








Because the tax authorities suddenly decided that if a flower grower also 
exports flowers he must pay 65 percent in taxes. But if he sell his produce 
to someone else who then exports it, the exporter pays only 5 percent tax. 

In other words, the grower pays 60 percent tax while the exporter pays 5 per- 
cent. Or don't I understand the situation exactly right? 





The strangest thing is that the tax authorities imposed this 65 percent tax in 
1983, but they applied it to grower Kamal “Abd-al-Nur retroactively to 1976. 
They confiscated his flowers, his bank accounts, and so on. Every flower 
grower, of which there are only five, has stopped exporting completely, and 
none has resumed as of the moment I write these lines. 
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I have in front of me telexes from the United States, Canada and Sweden to 
the most important flower grower in Egypt, Engineer Kamal Fakhri 'Abd-al-Nur. 
They say that they are waiting for Egyptian flowers, which are superior to 
others, and if they do not arrive before the Christmas and New Year season 
they will not be sold. 


But why should a grower export if he will have to pay a 65 percent tax as a 
penalty for his specialization in advanced and sensitive agricultural produc- 
tion which requires great specialization? 


I asked some notable people in agriculture, who told me that growing a feddan 
of gladiolas costs 6,000 pounds, and they can be exported for $7,000. This 
is 10 times the income from a feddan of citrus fruits. But if they are sold 
in Egypt they can be sold for 1,000 pounds, at a loss of 5,000 pounds per 
feddan. 


We have gained the taxes and big problems, and we have lost millions of 
dollars. Yet we talk about encouraging production and export. 


What is needed is a quick answer from some agency, preceded by a quick 
decision from some agency. We are waiting. 


An observation: All of the major hotels in Egypt are allowed to import flowers 
and shade plants with hard currency. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


EGYPT 


IN-DEPTH STUDY OF ISLAMIC GROUPS PRESENTED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 8-14, 15-21, 22-28 Dec, 29 Dec 84 - 4 Jan 85 
[No 252, 8-14 Dec 84 pp 35, 37, 39] 


[Text] Scores of Islamic groups grew out of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 


Reconciliation with al-Sadat pushed them into terrorisn, 
but reconciliation with Mubarak induced them to work through 
legitimate organizations. 


A noticeable development has been taking place since 1952 in the ideas, methods 
and organizational forms of groups and organizations that adopt a political 
approach to Islam. It may be said that all Islamic organizations which came into 
being during that period to play a fundamental role had grown out of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. They had either broken away from that society, or they were 
directly affected by its ideas. A discussion about the Islamic movement in Egypt 
would be incomplete unless it deals with the forms of the principal organiza- 
tions in Egypt from three principal angles. The first one is that of religious 
societies which are proclaimed through the Ministry of Social Affairs. The 
second is that of the Society of Muslim Brothers; and the third is that of 
religious groups which emerged early in the seventies and gained strength late 
in the seventies and early eighties. A report on them follows, and this is the 
first installment of that report. 


There are now—12,000 charitable societies in Egypt engaged in-—a-variety of —————— 
social, cultural, religious and educational activities. The movement of chari- 
table societies in Egypt is not new; it has been in Egypt for a long time. It 
was begun early in the 19th century by a few philanthropists who wanted to offer 
services that complemented those services that were guaranteed by the govern- 
ment. These were health services and social services. 


That situation continued until the government interfered and introduced laws to 
regulate charitable societies. The government then established the Egyptian 
Ministry of Insurance and Social Affairs and designated a department in the 
ministry to monitor the activities of these societies and punish those that 
violate the laws. 
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Mr Muhammad Mustafa Jamjum, general director of the Public Department for 
Societies and Associations at Egypt's Ministry of Insurance and Social Affairs 
said, "Several laws were issued to regulate these charitable societies. The 
first one of them was Law Number 49 for 1945. It was followed by Law Number 384 
for 1956. The most recent of these laws is Law Number 32 for 1964. This is the 
law that is in effect at the present time. Some of its articles have been 
amended to make them suitable to the requirements of the times. Egypt's 1956 and 
1972 constitution stipulated that Egyptian citizens were entitled to form chari- 
table societies in accordance with the laws of the state. These societies could 
become engaged in activities in one of [the following] areas: child and mater- 
nity care; family services; social assistance; aid to the elderly, to special 
groups and to the handicapped; cultural, educational and religious services; 
development of local communities; care for prison inmates; regulating and 
managing some businesses; family planning; literary activities; and friendship 
between Egypt and friendly nations." 


In general, charitable societies that are affiliated with Egypt's Ministry of 
Social Affairs are divided into two kinds. 


--There are central sccieties which are registered in the Public Department for 
Societies and Associations at the ministry's offices in Cairo. These societies, 
like the Legal Society, the Society of Young Muslims and al-Nur wa al-Amal 
[Light and Hope] Society, have branches that do business all over the country. 
Most of them are active in more than one area of religious and cultural ser- 
vices. At the present time, this is the prevalent trend. 


--There are local societies which operate in the governorates. These societies 
are registered with the Directorate for Social Affairs that has jurisdiction in 
the governorate where that society was founded. 


The number of socjeties of a religious nature that were proclaimed through the 
Ministry of Social Affairs is about 1,850. The second largest category of these 
charitable societies is that of societies which concern themselves with 
community development. They also get involved in religious activities. 


The Legal Society is the largest charitable society in Egypt; it has many 
branches. The second largest society in Egypt is the Health Improvement Society. 
The Egyptian Red Crescent Society is next, and it is followed by the Society of 
Young Muslims which has close to 120 chapters nationwide. 


Charitable societies have numerous programs. None of these societies is exclu- 
sively religious. The Legal Society, which is the largest society in Egypt, has 
a nursery, a medical office and a meeting hall. In addition, it does devote 
attention to religious affairs. 


No society may receive funds from a foreigner or from a foreign agency, and 
except for funds earmarked to pay for books, magazines and scientific publica- 
tions, no society may send funds to persons or organizations abroad without the 
permission of the ministry. No society may raise funds inside the country until 
it has obtained a permit to do so from the ministry. All means that are used to 
raise funds are to bear the stamp of the administrative agency that issued the 
permit. 
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Funding Sources 


Funds for these societies come from membership dues, contributions and grants 
that these societies receive from abroad or from patrons in the country. They 
may also receive funds from the profits of some profit-making projects as well 
as government aid. 


These funds are deposited in a special fund called the Aid Fund for Societies 
and Private Institutions; the minister of social affairs is in charge of that 
fund. All societies that perform public services receive aid from the Ministry 
of Social Services. However, those societies that are registered to provide 
services to their members only do not receive aid. 


The amount of aid received by a society is determined in accordance with its 
activities, and it is limited by the financial allocations that are available to 
the ministry. 


The law regulates procedures for disbanding religious societies and the con- 
ditions under which the Ministry of Social Affairs may disband a society or 
dismiss its board of directors. These conditions are: 


--A religious society may be disbanded if it is established that the society is 
unable to achieve the objectives for which it was founded. 


--It may be disbanded if it disposes of its funds in a manner other than that 
which is specified in accordance with its objectives. 


--A religious society may be disbanded if it fails to hold a meeting for its 
general membership for 2 consecutive years. 


--A society may be disbanded if it commits a serious violation of the law or if 
it violates public order and morals. 


In September 1981 President al-Sadat issued decrees disbanding a few religious 
societies. He decided to disband a few of the well-known societies which had 
been engaged in activities that threatened national unity, social peace or the 
safety of the homeland. 


Thus, the decision to disband the societies was a political decision that the | 
--ministry-was-not- involved in. These societies, such as the Society of al-Hajj 
Hafiz Salamah in Suez, appealed the decree disbanding them, and the court ruled 
that the decree which had disbanded these societies was inconsequential. That 
society will resume its activities in the next few days. 


The preceding shows that the rule which governs proclaimed, legitimate religious 
societies is this: they are not to play a political role. Their activities are 
not to go beyond the religious and the social. Involvement in political activity 
would be an exception to that rule. The nature of the role played by these 
societies is described by Dr al-Ahmadi Abu al-Nur, Egypt's minister of religious 
trusts and general vice president of the Societies of Young Muslims, which is 
one of the largest societies in Egypt. Dr al-Ahmadi said, "Religious societies 
are founded on the basis of balancing religious, cultural and social activities. 
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They are also specially concerned with athletic, educational and professional 
activities. The aim of all that is to prepare the proper climate in which young 
people in the Islamic world can grow, a climate that is far away from corruption 
and delinquency." Then he added, "A society that concerns itself with religious 
implications has to take its cue from the True Religion and its course from the 
Koran. It must try to strengthen the faith, refine conduct and set the proper 
pace for contemporary life in accordance with measures that are made clear in 
the Koran and the Tradition of the Prophet and formulas that are determined 
through wisdom and good council." 


The Muslim Brothers 


The second angle from which the religious movement in Egypt can be approached is 
that of the Muslim Brothers Society which was established in 1928. [Its 
founder], Hasan al-Banna saw himself as the natural descendant of Jamal-al-Din 
al-Afghani, Muhammad ‘Abduh and Rashid Rida. He began advocating ideas that had 
taken form in the Islamic League. Foremost among those ideas was that of estab- 
lishing a strong, Islamic government that would conduct itself on the basis of 
its faith. 


According to Dr Muhammad Ahmad Khalaf Allah, professor of social studies at the 
National Research Center, "The phenomenon that caught the attention of Hasan 
al-Banna's contemporaries was his constant effort to recruit young university 
students, but not students of al-Azhar. Although the reason he gave was that 
university students needed religious instruction, that was not the whole truth. 
The truth was that students in Egypt's universities were more active in politics 
and were more capable of understanding the implications of their political 
involvement. Al-Banna adopted the name, Muslim Brothers, and portrayed that 
society as a religious society. But that too was not the whole truth. He worked 
diligently to form chapters for this society all over Egypt. 


Al-Banna had two major political goals: the first one was to relieve the nation 
of its political restraints so it can gain its freedom, and the second was to 
rebuild the nation so it can chart its own course among the nations. 


Al-Banna announced that the Islamic way was the only way and that the nation 
must be steered toward Islam. 


The Society of Muslim Brothers continued to pursue its activities from the time 








it was founded until the outbreak of the July 1952 Revolution. The nature of 
those activities is still the subject of controversy. There are those who sup- 
port the society's role and its activities, and there are others who havc made 
charges against members of that society. The first charge leveled against them 
was that of political opportunism. 


When the July 1952 Revolution succeeded, the Society of Muslim Brothers was one 
of the active political groups in Egyptian society. It had survived an attempt 
to put an end to it in 1949 while the Sa'dis were in power. Activities were 
quickly restored after its grand master, Hasan al-Banna was assassinated. That 
was due to the generation that al-Banna had left behind. 
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It has been established that there were relations on different levels between 
members of the Revolutionary Command Council and a few leaders of the Muslim 
Brothers. During the first 6 months of the revolution relations continued to be 
good between the new people in power and the Muslim Brothers. But these rela- 
tions gradually deteriorated, becoming the casualty of the Muslim Brothers' 
wishes to influence the new people in power and the wishes of the Free Officers 
to tighten their control [over the country] and eliminate all forms of secret 
activity. 


That conflict resulted in a clash that ended in a decree disbanding the society 
in 1954. A numver of the society's members were arrested and then released after 
the crisis of March 1954. They resumed their activities even though the decree 
that had disbanded their society was not repealed officially. But there was 
another clash with the authorities after that when Muslim Brothers stepped up 
their activities to oppose the 1954 evacuation agreement. The dispute ended when 
a member of the special agency (the Muslim Brothers' armed civilian militia) 
tried to assassinate Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir on 8 October 1954 in what came to be 
known as al-Manshiye 1 incident. Security authorities conducted extensive cam- 
paigns to liquidate the Muslim Brothers. Six of their leaders were sentenced to 
death, and members who were active in the special agency received long prison 
sentences. AS a result, the Muslim Brothers appeared to have dropped out of 
political life for close to 10 years. 


After the Society of Muslim Brothers received this blow in which its members 
were liquidated, no new group appeared on the scene of Islamic political 
activity between 1955 and 1965. Although some members of the society who had 
been arrested were later released, some of them did remain in prison serving the 
long sentences that had been handed down to them by the People's Courts. 


Imprisoned members of the society tried to set up new forms for their organi- 
zation. A number of Muslim Brothers who had not been arrested or who had been 
released started collecting contributions from members and sympathizers in total 
secrecy to give them to the families of society members who were in prison. 
Members of the Muslim Brothers who were abroad and who had fled Egypt played a 
part in giving this movement momentum. They began sending contributions to 
Muslim Brothers in Egypt. 


In a subsequent development the idea of taking action to avenge the deeds that 
were committed against them by the regime came into being. The encouragement 
provided by Muslim Brothers abroad caused the small groups to unite into one 
organzation with a collective leadership. Sayyid Qutb assumed leadership of that 
organization when he was released from prison in 1964. 


Security authorities found out about that organization and arrested its leaders. 
The matter ended with six leaders of the organization receiving the death sen- 
tence--but there were only three executions; the other defendants received long 
prison sentences. 


In 1971 Muslim Brothers were released from prison under the terms of President 
al-Sadat's reconciliation with most of the political forces that had had 
conflicts and disputes with him. These were his political opponents, people who 
were referred to as "the centers of power." 
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The Renunciation and Repudiation Comes to Light! 


There were only several Islamic societies on the scene, like the Society of 
Young Muslims, the Legal Society and others, and these were active in the areas 
of education and sports. However, these societies did not go beyond the legal 
boundaries that had been set for their actions and activities. 


But, according to the writer, Salah 'Isa who said this in one of his studies, 
tne most important development that occurred in the political Islamic movement, 
was that which occurred inside the Abu Za'bal Prison. A lengthy religious debate 
on religious issues and society took place in prison among a group of young 
Muslim Brothers. Whereas those who subscribe to the traditional view held that a 
person became a Muslim when he professed that he was a Muslim and that he 
believed that there was no God but Allah and that Muhammad is His prophet, those 
young people rejected that logic. Based on the ideas of Sayyid Qutb a new ten- 
dency was beginning to emerge within their ranks. Later, that tendency came to 
be known as the "al-Takfir wa al-Hijrah" [Renunciation and Repudiation] Society; 
it was founded in 1968 inside prison. The leadership of that movement fell to 
Shukri Ahmad Mustafa who had been arrested because of his affiliation with 
"Jama'ah al-Tabligh" [The Denunciation Society], a Pakistani, Islamic group. 


Until detention camps were cleared of their inmates in the summer of 1971, the 
number of people who were affiliated with the Renunciation and Repudiation 
Society was not more than 13 young men. The number of those who had supported 
the movement at first had shrunk. But Shukri Mustafa was actively engaged in 
recruiting new supporters, so that tendency began to spread and gain popularity. 
Shukri Mustafa traveled extensively in the Egyptian countryside, especially in 


Upper Egypt. 


When Shukri Mustafa and his group began confronting dissidents in the group with 
attempts to eliminate them physically, the conflict reached a climax with an 
attack on those dissidents in al-Ma'sarah, a popular Cairo suburb, in mid 1976. 
Security agencies had to intervene, and a number of the group's leaders was 
arrested. Tensions grew until the group kidnapped and killed Dr Muhammad Husayn 
al-Dhahabi, former minister of religious trusts in July 1977. The group thus 
became the target of a police attack whose objective was to eliminate them. The 
episode ended with the execution of five of the group's leaders. 


Several splinter groups came out of that tendency. Some of them emerged a short 
time after the tendency was proclaimed, when it was still in its formative 
Stage. There was a disagreement within the tendency over the form one's renun- 
ciation of society should take: was one's renunciation of society emotional, or 
was it physical? A short while after his release from prison Shukri Mustafa 
disagreed with the co-founder of the group, Taha al-Samawi, who led an indepen- 
dent tendency that continued to change until it became the foundation for the 
formation of the Salafiyah Group in 1979. 


The Jihad Tendency 
The third principal tendency in the contemporary Islamic movement in Egypt is 


that of Jihad which owes its existence to Dr Salih Sariyah, a Palestinian who 
had joined a chapter of the Muslim Brothers in Jordan, which is known there as 
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the Islamic Liberation Party. Dr Sariyah was employed in the Arab League in 
Cairo. 


This tendency thinks that Islam achieved victory through the efforts of freedom 
fighters, not religious scholars. Proponents of that view think that starting 
out by advocating Islam as though the religion were not known in the world would 
be a mistake in action and thought. They think the Muslim masses are prepared to 
agree to the application of Islamic law and the establishment of an Islamic 
state. It is only a few rulers who are standing in the way of achieving this. On 
that basis proponents of that view conclude that a military coup carried out by 
freedom fighters would make the establishment of an Islamic state possible. 


This is the principal train of thought in the Jihad Tendency which did in fact 
take action on that basis in the late seventies and early eighties. The people 
who killed President al-Sadat were affiliated with that tendency. 


After al-Sadat was assassinated and most members of the Jihad Tendency were 
arrested, an active and influential religious tendency vanished from the politi- 
cal scene. That situation continued until partisan political life was restored 
when President Husni Mubarak took office and reconciled with all factions of the 
Egyptian opposition. It was therefore inevitable that the religious tendency 
would return to the scene looking for a framework in which it could operate. 
Thus, Muslim Brothers resumed their activities, and publication of their news- 
papers was resumed. The Wafd Party's return to the political scene, a return 
that coincided with the recent parliamentary elections in May 1984, gave Muslim 
Brothers an opportunity to pursue their political activities through legitimate 
organizations. They ran in the recent elections on the lists of the Wafd Party, 
and nine of them won seats in parliament. Afterwards the Muslim Brothers 
initiated an attempt to establish their own party. Their grand master, 'Umar 
al-Talmasani has declared that more than once. 


There is a religious tendency in each party, and it is represented by a number 
of people. 


Other Islamic groups concealed their public activities; these activities almost 
disappeared, and the groups have no influence on the scene. 


The status of the religious tendency on the political scene and the attitude of 
political forces toward that tendency will be the subject of the next 
installment. 

[No 253, 15-21 Dec 84 pp 36-37, 39, 41] 

["Where the Religious Tendency Stands among Political Forces"] 


[Text] The National Party: There are no groups in Islam. 


The Grouping Party: Anyone who wants to express himself 
politically, ought to set forth his program. 


The Labor Party: We welcome religious groups in the con- 
text of any party. 
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Al-Ummah Party: They have to join us as individuals and not 
as groups. 


The Nasirists: We are opposed to any political party that is 
founded on a sectarian basis. 


The question of political representation for the religious tendency is extremely 
controversial among the various political forces on the partisan scene in Egypt. 


But this is not so much a controversy over the principal of representation as 
much as it is a controversy over conditions that have to be available so that 
this representation can be proper or assertive and effective in making progress 
in democracy. 


The second installment in the story of religious groups in Egypt follows. 


The Egyptian religious tendency is divided basically into two kinds of acti- 
vities. The first kind is clearly defined and obvious; it is found in societies 
whose activities, tendencies and works are known. The number of these societies 
which are subordinate to the Ministry of Social Affairs is 1,850. Like other 
societies engaged in social, civic or other activities, these religious 
societies have their rules, regulations and bylaws. The second kind of activi- 
ties comprises those religious groups whose number's, activities and names 
leaders of Egyptian parties have disagreed about. Nevertheless, many people 
affirm that these groups do not believe in existing partisan activity at all and 
that it is difficult to attract them to any one of those parties. Those who 
expressed their opinions on the matter in this report differed about the few who 
did join the Wafd Party as representatives of the Muslim Brotherhood. Some said 
they represented the weakest among existing religious tendencies; others said 
they did not represent the Muslim Brotherhood; and still others said, "We have 
no use for these names that are used to refer to Islamic groups. They are all 
one and the same." 


Al-Shaykh Ibrahim al-Dassuqi, chairman of the religious committee in the ruling 
National Party expressed his party's position. He said, "Islam rectifies the 
course of life itself. It does the same for Muslims and for those around then, 
especially since Islam is a course of life one may use for worship and for this 
life and the afterlife. Islam makes individuals, the community and the nation 
righteous. If there are political parties, their aim is to rectify the 
relationships people have with each other and those they have with life. If a 
person abides by what Islam teaches, he will find what he is seeking: he will 
find that on the whole his relations with his fellow man are improving." 


Al-Shaykh Ibrahim al-Dassuqi affirms that anyone whose understanding of religion 
stems from that premise can render assistance to every idea or opinion that 
serves the cause of his country or the cause of his fellow man. In doing so he 
would fall back on the precepts of his tolerant religion and the course of the 
Koran. This is based on what God Almighty said, "Call men to the path of your 
Lord with wisdom and kindly exhortation. Reason with them in the most courteous 
manner" [al-Nahl: 125]. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation 
said, "Religion is lenient; anyone who is relentless in his religion will be 
overcome." God Almighty spoke the truth when He said, "He has ... laid on you no 
burdens in the observance of your faith: [al-Hajj: 78]. 
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Al-Shaykh Ibrahim al-Dassuqi, the former minister of religious trusts added, "In 
so far as it is a religion, professing Islam is the duty of a Muslim. This is 
spelled out in Islamic precepts and laws. If the laws and precepts of Islam can 
improve the affairs of the world and religion, then man does not need to pursue 
any Other method that could hurt him or hurt religion. Therefore, there are no 
religious groups as such since there are no groups in Islam. There is only 
Islam." Al-Sahykh al-Dassuqi said, "A true Muslim does not set up small cliques.' 


Al-Shaykh al-Dassuqi added, "Anything that draws man closer to his religion is 
é11 right and non-objectionable. This is manifested in religious societies that 
are actively engaged in giving people more insight into religion on the one 
hand, and on the other hand, they are engaged in charitable and social work. It 
is also not objectionable for political parties to establish religious commit- 
tees and to show interest in them, just as they show interest in agriculture, 
industry and trade, since religion is a matter of life." 


But al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood Society and 
member of the Wafd Party's delegation in parliament said, "Egypt's law for 
political parties forbids the establishment of a party on a religious basis. It 
also forbids independents from establishing a party. That law prevents this 
tendency from having a party to represent it. If the religious tendency were 
inclined to become engaged in twisted thinking, it would have been possible to 
declare a political program and establish a party that would have been something 
other than what it appeared to be. But because the religious tendency is commit- 
ted to principles, it has no other way of expressing itself, in the face of the 
existing law, but to do so through existing permissible parties." 


The Classification of Religious Groups 


Al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il affirmed, "There are no classifications in religion. 
Similarly, people must not be classified in religious terms because everyone who 
believes in Islam is a Muslim whether he is a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
of Islamic groups or of a group by any other name. The different names that are 
used to refer to groups are names that were given to these groups by the media. 
The media came up with names such as the Islamic Group, the Renunciation and 
Repudiation Society, "al-Intima'" [Affiliation] Society, "al-Ta'asub" 
[Intolerance] Society, "al-Ahdath" [Events], al-Jihad [Holy War] and others. The 
Muslim Brothers have a strong and restrained tendency, and they want a legiti- 
mate outlet for their activities, but they cannot establish a religious party 
because of the law for parties. The National Democratic party cannot be that 
outlet for the Muslim Brothers because we differ on some things. Therefore, the 
Wafd Party was more suitable for this group." 


He said, "The religious tendency in the National Party is worried. It is torn 
between a religious commitment on the one hand and a political commitment toward 
the party that got them their seats in parliament. However, we were not inclined 
to encourage them and to meet with them." 


Al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il said, "Religious societies are different from 
religious groups. Religious societies adopt some aspects of Islam such as wor- 
ship, building mosques anc correcting people's faith. Religious groups, however, 
make a universal appeal for Islam." 
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A Natural Outcome 


Ahmad Taha, a member of the Wafd party's delegation in parliament and an 
independent on the political scene, disagreed with al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il. 
This is what he said about this matter: "We must acknowledge that this tendency 
is a natural outcome of the reality that Egypt has been experiencing. The people 
who subscribe to that tendency give expression to Egypt's political, economic 
and social crisis. They are thus entitled to an opportunity to express their 
inclinations in a legitimate fashion; in fact, it is our duty to provide them 
with that opportunity. Life will not come to a standstill if they do not get 
that opportunity, and new forms of expression that may not be the right ones 
will be imposed." 


Ahmad Taha affirmed, "It would be difficult to define the form that such a 
tendency might take because, first of all, these groups are not one group. There 
are about 70 different, conflicting and sometimes feuding groups. Thus, what we 
are facing is a complex situation, and it is for this reason difficult to 
prescribe a certain form to it. If we do that, we would be putting the cart 
before the horse. At any rate, giving those people an opportunity to express 
their ideas publicly is the only condition that can help formulate appropriate 
organizational forms for them in the future." 


Ahmad Taha comes to the defense of political parties which have been accused of 
hypocrisy for stipulating the application of Islamic law in their programs. He 
said, "Most parties are not in positions of responsibility; they are not in 
positions where they can implement programs. The only thing Islamic groups have 
in common with political parties is that they want the application of Islamic 
law." 


Ahmad Taha denies that media agencies are responsible for the different names 
that have been given to religious groups. He said that was not true because 
there is in fact more than one group. 


The Groups and the Societies 


Ahmad Taha also denied there was any similarity between the activities of 
religious societies and those of religious groups. He said, "Most of the acti- 
vities of religious societies are charitable. But those of religious groups are 
something else. Suffice it to say that religious societies have been operating 
all this time, and we've never heard of disputes between them. That has not been 
the case with religious groups. If we were to take the Muslim Brotherhood, for 
example, we would find that the first generation of that group thrived on 
Slogans but not on independent efforts and the affairs of this world. When a 
young generation began to join this group, they found that the group had nothing 
to offer them regarding their problems and the daily requirements of their 
lives. That is why they have the disputes they are having now." 


Dr Hilmi Murad, vice president of the Labor Party spoke about that party. He 
said, "The term, Islamic groups, is a general term that includes many things, 
including the Muslim Brotherhood and other groups. These are purely religious 
groups, but there are extremist groups like the Jihad Organization." 
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Dr Hilmi Murad welcomed the idea of these groups joining any party. But, he said 
they had to join those parties in accordance with the provisions of the law for 
parties and the constitution. Dr Murad thinks that if constitutional provisions 
and parties' bylaws are properly applied, these groups will not be in violation 
of the Koran and the confirmed Tradition of the prophet. Differences over 
details are not objectionable, but the major points must be consistent with the 
spirit of Islam. Dr Murad added, "Members of this group have to join the party 
whose program agrees with their principles." Regarding the idea that they have 
their own independent party, Dr Murad said, "If they want to establish their own 
party, they will have to adhere to a political program." He added, "Parties have 
religious tendencies, but these tendencies adhere to the basic program and 
principles of their party." 


Dr Fu'ad Mursi, member of the Central Secretariat of the leftist Grouping Party 
defined his opinion on the subject and said, "We think that Islamic groups have 
a right to express themselves politically. They have a right to form their own 
independent organization which may be a political party. But most of these 
groups do not want to become involved in politics as we understand such involve- 
ment. Therefore, anyone who wishes to express himself politically in this manner 
has to outline his political programs to the people. These programs would be 
discussed and talked about. In outlining these programs these groups will gain 
experience and ability, and they will benefit by finding out the proper road to 
democracy in political activity." 


Dr Fu'ad Mursi added, "Parties play an important role. They are like schools 
from which politicians graduate. Politicians are prepared in political parties 
for the important positions they will assume in the state. This is something 
that Egypt lacks at the present time in many positions and parties." 


Dr Mursi said, "If these groups are considering establishing parties on an 
exclusively religious basis, that would be unacceptable because religion is 
different from politics. It is true that there is no absolute separation between 
the two, but religion is one thing and politics another." Dr Mursi added, 
"Political parties will not deny these gioups their right to join them, provided 
they adhere to their programs." 


Dr Mursi explained the principles that a party has to be based on. He said, 
"When these groups consider establishing a political party, they have to come up 
with a political program that tells us what that party thinks about high prices, 
housing, the economy, education, the declining currency, the status of women, 
the relationship between workers and capitalists, the relationship between 
farmers and landlords and other issues that concern the average citizen every 
day." 


Dr Fu'ad Mursi added, "In politics no one is told that the "XYZ" political party 
is suitable to him. A citizen's political freedom determines which direction he 
will go and which party he will join." 


Dr Fu'ad Mursi concluded by saying, "The religious tendency in Egypt does not 
consist of one group; there are different groups. It is certain that if these 
groups were given an opportunity to establish parties, they will establish more 
than one party." 
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The Authorized Representative of the Libera] Party 


In talking about Islamic groups Muhammad 'Abd-al-Shafi, the authorized represen- 
tative of the Liberal Party, touched upon the history of these groups in Egypt. 
He said, “The color and tone of these groups depend on the color and tone of the 
political situation in Egypt at the time. Sometimes these groups are the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and other times they are groups, each with its role, its activities 
and its newspapers. The government acknowledges them in each crisis. The status 
of Islamic groups in Egypt now is stronger that it was, particularly after the 
second group of defendants in the Jihad case were released. In addition, members 
of these groups are reassured by the experience in neighboring Sudan." 


The authorized representative of the Liberal Party affirmed, “All this consti-. 
tutes an advanced step in favor of these groups so that a religious party can be 
brought forth. These indicators also give us no understanding of the govern- 
ment's attitude towards them. Does it want them or not?" 


Muhammad 'Abd-al-Shafi referred to his party and said, "The Liberal party needs 
to change its image before announcing that it approves or disapproves of such 
tendencies in the party. What is called religious activity or a religious ten- 
dency does not even exist in the party because the party has only one religious 
newspaper, which is called AL-NUR. I believe these groups will not let any 
opportunity go by without asking fior their right to form the party they want to 
establish. They will turn to the courts or to other authorities to get what they 
want." 


The authorized representative of the Liberal Party affirmed, "Calling for the 
application of Islamic law, an appeal that is included in political parties’ 
programs and charters, is nothing but hypocrisy. Even the Grouping Party talks 
about religion and the application of Islamic law in its program." 


Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Shafi said, "We must not think that the group which joined the 
Wafd Party during the course of the elections and became part of the Wafd 
party's delegation in parliament is representing any of these Islamic tendencies 
and groups. In fact, this group is absolutely the weakest of these groups: its 
members have the weakest personalities and the least activities. Suffice it to 
say that their entry into parliament was a matter of agreement between Fu'ad 
Siraj-al-Din, president of the Wafd Party and the administration, as was 
theirparticipation in the elections." 


The president of the Islamic Ummah Party admits that Islamic groups in Egypt do 
not recognize parties. Although Muslim Brothers did join the Wafd Party, they 
did so because the Muslim Brothers represent one thing and Islamic groups 
another. As long as the establishment of religious parties is prohibited by law, 
these groups will never have a party. 


Joining Parties as Individuals 


Ahmad al-Sabahi calls upon these groups to join existing parties as individuals 
and to become members in them. He said specifically that as president of 
al-Ummah Party he would not accept them as a group that would impose its ideas 
and opinions on the party. 














The president of al-Ummah Party affirmed that the secular al-Mustaqbal [the 
Future] Party would not see the light of day because it does not provide for the 
application of Islamic law. The president of al-Ummah Party accused all Egyptian 
parties of being secular and of hiding behind religion during the elections. He 
said these parties turned their backs on religion as soon as they won in the 
elections. 


Attorney ‘Umar Hajjaj, member of the Socialist Labor party spoke for the 
Nasirist faction and said, "From a scientific standpoint, there is no religious 
tendency in Egypt, if we're talking about religion in the proper sense. There 
is, however, a "political Islam" that has been adopted by a group of individuals 
who have a specific view of social order. These individuals are carelessly 
referred to in Egypt's political mainstream as the religious tendency or the 
Islamic tendency. It is my point of view as representative of the Nasirist 
faction that this religious political tendency ought to have a right to have its 
own party that can speak for it just as all forces have a right to speak for 
themselves. The religious tendency is not one faction; it is a group of factions 
and these factions are numerous, divided, different and not in agreement among 
themselves. There are the Muslim Brothers, the Islamic groups, the Jihad 
Organization, the Renunciation and Repudiation Society, and other small splinter 
groups such as ‘Abdallah al-Samawi's group, Mustafa Shukri's group and others." 


'Umar Haj jaj said, "These groups run the gamut between being unyielding in their 
Islam and having an enlightened view of Egyptian facts. For example, despite the 
Muslim Brothers' severe hostility toward us as Nasirists, they are more 
enlightened in their conversation and their debates with other political forces 
than members of the Jihad group and members of the Renunciation and Repudiation 
Society. They are, however, more right-wing in their positions and are more 
inclined to become engaged in political debate than they are inclined to count 
on change in a specific Islamic method. The Muslim Brothers make up a political 
tendency that coexists with the regime; they've had their reconciliations as 
well as their conflicts with the regime. Fvidence for this lies in the fact that 
the Muslim Brothers have accepted the elections game and have recently allied 
themselves with the new Wafd party." 


Finally, Attorney 'Umar Hajjaj concluded by saying, "As a Nasirist I am opposed 
to the establishment of any party on a sectarian basis." 


[No 254, 22-28 Dec 84 pp 25, 27] 


[Text] When the demon, the religious tendency, was unleashed, all attempts to 
contain it failed. These attempts had occasionally been disguised as attempts to 
ignore that tendency, to pretend not to know about it and other times to regard 
it as criminal behavior. When this demon was unleashed, it was difficult to 
attribute his presence to one of these trivial and superficial reasons that 
those who subscribe to an absolute notion of security have been using to explain 
his existence. These reasons appeared to be like a narrow container in which 
these people were trying to force the demon. So everybody had to go back and 
explore the roots of the situation. They had to find its origins, and they had 
to analyze the phenomenon and attribute it to its real causes which those who 
subscribe to a notion of political, social, economic and psychological security 
have been using. 
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How can the growing religious tendency in Egypt be understood as a political, 
social and psychological phenomenon? That is the question that AL-MAJALLAH took 
to specialists whose responses it collected, one after another. 


Dr Jihad 'Awdah, an expert at the Center for Strategic Studies in AL-AHRAM bepan 
his answer to the question by saying, "The subject has to be dealt with by 
asking the following question and trying to answer it. The question that one 
must ask is this: what are the practical political consequences that the 
political regime in both the Arab and Islamic world would face as a result of 
adopting Islamic statements and notions to create satisfaction among the people 
with the regime and its conduct?" 


Dr 'Awdah answered his own question by saying, "In the fifties and sixties the 
political regime in the Arab world tried to deal a blow to the religicus move- 
ment among common people to ensure its own monopoly over representing Islamic 
values. Consequently, it would get the absolute benefit from the popular support 
that such representation would generate. But as more and more questions were 
being asked about the extent to which the regime's domestic and foreign conduct 
was consistent with Islamic values in general, and as the belief spread that the 
regime's conduct was at variance with these values, the religious feelings of 
average citizens were politicized. As the religious movenent underwent severe 
persecution, extremist tendencies evolved within the movement which by all 
Standards had been considered a moderate movement. 


"In the early seventies and early eighties when these regimes began to pursue 

democracy as a response to the problems and crises of politica] legitimacy and 
social modernization, political reality took these regimes by surprise. There 

were many political forces and values whose reason for being and whose actions 
indicated that they did not recognize the right of regimes or select groups of 
people who were in power to have power or to represent the people." 


Conflict over Political Legitimacy 


Dr 'Awdah said, "The political conflict now is one over political Jegitimacy. It 
is not a conflict over judgments about the regimes' domestic or foreign conduct, 
but it is a conflict about who can best express the values of society: the 
regime or the religious movement. The regime has learned that an attempt to 
contain the religious movement will in the long term affect its [that is, the 
regime's] credibility, and it will also create extremism among members of that 
movement." 


Dr Jihad 'Awdah added, "If democracy is understood as a means of containment, 
the crisis will continue. But if it is understood as an attempt to show the real 
magnitude of the movement--and that would involve creating constructive con- 
ditions that would allow popular movements with different ideologies to becone 
widespread--then the crisis will be solved. The crisis can be solved by changing 
the thinking and representation practices of these regimes, from those ieaning 
toward a certain ideology to those that think about and pursue a combination of 
conflicting ideological tendencies." 
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Mutual Need 


Dr Mahmid Abu al-Nil, chairman of the Psychology Department at 'Ayn Shans Uni- 
versity said, "Fanaticism or extremism is usually a reaction to a psychological] 
void in an individual. As a social being man cannot live alone in society. Just 
as an individual needs other individuals to satisfy his physiological needs, he 
also needs others so satisfy social needs such as the need for a social position 
and the need for respect and appreciation." 


Dr Abu al-Nil affirmed, "As a result of inequities in bringing up children, the 
family in our society occasionally makes an individual spontaneously turn to 
some social groups, particularly those whose activities satisfy something in a 
person's spiritual aspect." 


He added, "The different religious groups are the only groups that can stir up 
an individual's emotions and passions. That is why those individuals are 
attracted to them." 


Dr Mahmud Abu al-Nil spoke about the role that is being played by these groups 
with regard to the individual. He said, "In doing what they do these groups take 
advantage of the sketchy information individuals have about religious affairs. 
They provide individuals with a great deal of religious information that serves 
nothing but the objectives that were laid down by these groups. I believe that 
these objectives are primarily political. On the other hand, we can say that 
individuals who embrace these groups and go overboard in their actions are 
unbalanced individuals." 


Dr Abu al-Nil brought another party into the picture. That party does play a 
role in making politicians or citizens in general turn to the different tenden- 
cies that can be found on the scene in Egypt. Dr Abu al-Nil said that this party 
is the school. He said, "The spiritual vacuum and an individual's need to belong 
to religious groups are due not only to those things that I've already men- 
tioned. There is also the school. If one were to look into their courses, 
especially their religious courses, one would find that in addition to the 
failure of these courses and the lack of confidence in them--and that in itself 
causes them to be ignored--the subjects that are taught in these courses have 
nothing to do with the immediate affairs that surround individuals and society. 
They have nothing to do with an individual's social and economic problems." 


Economic Liberalization and Other Factors 


Dr Inshirah al-Dassuqi, professor of psychology at 'Ayn Shams University, 
touched upon that phenomenon and said, "The tendency to join religious or other 
movements is only a means for evading problems. When an individual cannot face a 
problem, he either evades it by joining such tendencies, or he becomes morally 
corrupt." 


Dr Inshirah added, "If we were to analyze the reasons for that phenomenon, and 
if we were to begin our analysis with the economic problem, we would find that 
recent economic conditions have played a major role in bringing this tendency to 
the fore in Egypt. On the other hand, there is an accompanying factor [that has 
had its impact on the situation]: women are becoming emplyoyed outside the home. 
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Not only does that take up women's time, but it has also brought about change in 
their character. This is manifested in women's insistence that they are equal 
with men and in their claim that they have the same rights as men do. That is 
the reacon for most of the problems in the Egyptian family. There is no doubt 
that all this has affected the characters of children. And it is here that we 
come to the conclusion we came to before: young people will either become 
morally corrupt, or they will join political tendencies that attract them with 
their power of religious persuasion." 


Dr Inshirah thinks that it is the absence of an enlightened and understanding 
approach to the changing roles of both men and women, which has come about as a 
result of women working outside the home, that has created some kind of 
emotional imbalance in children. Also the care or attention that children must 
receive from their mothers or fathers has been missing. Thus, the chance is good 
children will learn [lessons and values] from their outside experiences. 


Dr Inshirah added, "There is no doubt that contradictions in the media have 
contributed to the Egyptian citizen's lack of political awareness. They have 
also created an environment conducive to the development of extremist religious 
tendencies. Citizens have been subjected to a number of political and economic 
inconsistencies, and society's values have been challenged during the course of 
the sharp economic and political shift that Egyptian society has recently 
experienced. After having strong relations with the eastern camp and applying a 
socialist policy, the political regime suddenly shifted to an economic liberali- 
zation policy. It established close relations with the West and broke relations 
with the East without any preparations for such a shift. Thus, what had been 
built over a period of 18 years was destroyed, and work on building up something 
new was begun." 


Along with the reasons already mentioned, Dr Inshirah al-Disuqi cited a new 
reason. She said media agencies offer citizens nothing but poor examples. Citi- 
zens may either follow these examples or reject them and follow another direc- 
tion. She added, "There are also cultural and ideological tendencies in Egypt 
now among which there are no moderates. These tendencies are either left-wing 
extremists, or they are reactionary, right-wing and religious." 


An Upheaval in Every Sense of the Term 


AL-MAJALLAH then interviewed Dr Salih Hazin, professor of psychology at al-Azhar 
University. He said, "The social values and methods of production that we 
learned when we were growing up are no longer suitable for this day and age for 
making an honest living. The liberalization and obvious economic change that 
took place made life styles and methods of production quite inconsistent with 
authentic Egyptian traditions." 


He added, "Educational methods in any society in the world must be consistent 
with what individuals in that society see, observe and do in their work and 
lives. But the situation we have here is this: the two sides are separate; what 
is taught is different from what is done." 
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Discrepancies and Confusion 


Dr Salih Hazin said, "This discrepancy between what is being taught and what is 
being practiced created confusion among citizens, and that confusion proved to 
be the proper climate for all kinds and forms of tendencies that average 
Egyptians are seeing now. Most people were attracted to these tendencies which 
they regarded as a place of refuge, providing them with a means of escape from 
their daily suffering. Thus, we see Egyptian citizens turning to inflated 
principles behind which they can hide and through which they can escape their 
schizophrenic reality." 


Dr Hazin affirmed, "Sufficient evidence of this tension and worry which people 
feel can be seen in the fact that these groups have large numbers [of suppor- 
ters]. Also the differences between these groups are so grave, they are almost 
confrontational." 


That was how political science and psychology professors analyzed the phenome- 
non. What remains to be done is the treatment. They all think that treatment can 
be carried out by studying the causes of this phenomenon and trying to do 
something about them. 


[No 255, 29 Dec 84 - 4 Jan 85 pp 24-26] 
[Interview with 'Umar al-Talmasani by 'Abd-al-Latif al-Manawi ] 


[Text] ‘Umar al-Talmasani said, "We oppose political 
assassinations." 


"If a struggle with those in power is the same as fighting 
for the cause of God, then we are guilty." 


"The presence of the Muslim Brothers is a safety valve against 
violence." 


"We will accept Copts in the political party we will have in 
the future; we do not seek power for power's sake." 


What does the future of the Islamic political tendency in Egypt look like when 
Egypt has multiple parties? In parliament now there are nine members of the Wafd 
Party who are originally members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the most important 
and most powerful Islamic group to appear in this century. Compared with other 
groups, the Muslim Brotherhood exercised considerable political influence on 
Egypt's contemporary history. What is the relationship between the Muslin 
Brotherhood--the parent organization--and the other Islamic groups that came 
into being under its auspices but then differed with it? Sometimes those 
differences escalated into confrontations in which the Muslim Brotherhood was 
accused of abandoning the struggle for the cause of God in favor of worldly 
objectives. AL-MAJALLAH asked Mr 'Umar al-Talmasani, the grand master of the 
Muslim Brothers these questions. We conducted with him this interview which 
constitutes the last installment of the story of religious groups in Egypt. 


[Question] Can it be said that there is an Islamic tendency which may be 
described as political? 








[Answer] Islam does not recognize what is commonly referred to as politics 
because Islam is a universal system of life, covering all its aspects, including 
politics. A person who neglects any aspect of life is like one who neglects all 
aspects. Islam commands rulers to be just, and it tells us there are no barriers 
to communications between rulers and subjects. On the other side of that, Islam 
commands people to give rulers their due status. The present interest in 
politics is caused by the dangers that the Islamic world is experiencing. We are 
surrounded on all sides by grave dangers. If Muslim Arabs do not speak with cne 
voice to werd off these dangers, the Jews will advance and leave us behind. The 
Muslim Brotherhood Society, which was established in 1928, called for nothing 
more than emphasis on this aspect of Islam because of Egypt's conditions at the 
time. I believe that the Islamic world now is alert. You may call this a 
political Islamic tendency or you may call it an Islamic tide, but it is a sense 
that people once again need to be bound to Islam. Our young people these days 
are making a total reconciliation with God. Evidence for this lies in the fact 
that parties which used to deny the Muslim Brothers' opinion that application of 
Islamic law was necessary--all these parties--have the application of Islamic 
law as the first item on their elections platform. Members of these parties may 
either believe that, or they may have that item on their platform for political 
reasons, but this is what is of interest to the Muslim Brothers. We believe that 
the return of the Muslim Brothers to the scene has been successful to a large 
extent, and we believe that those who seem to be adopting that idea will believe 
in it one day. 


We Did not Reject Parties 


[Question] Can we expect that the next step the Muslim Brothers will take will 
be one announcing the establishment of a political party? 


[Answer] People accuse the Muslim Brothers of having been opposed to parties in 
the past and of thinking about them now. If those peopie were to read the 
letters of our late imam and if they were to read what Muslim Brothers them- 
selves wrote, they would find out that we do not deny the idea of parties. What 
we were focusing on were the methods and means that parties use to pursue their 
partisan activity. If the courts rule that we can return to politics, we will do 
so as an Islamic group that will call for a comprehensive application of Islamic 
principles, and that includes politics. But if we are prevented from doing that, 
we will give considerable thought to the establishment of =n Islamic party that 
will call for what the Muslim Brotherhood is calling for. 


[Question] There are many Islamic groups in Egypt now. Sometimes these groups 
clash with each other. Is this multiplicity of groups a sign of strength or 
weakness? 


[Answer] We've become accustomed, ever since the birth of Islam, to the fact 
that there are multiple interpretations for the verses of the Koran and the 
Tradition of the prophet. We are not hurt by the fact that there are numerous 
religious societies or groups in Egypt. This is something that pleases us. We 
consider it evidence that people are adhering to the laws of God. However, the 
Muslim Brotherhood differs from these groups because of its universal view of 
Islam. Therefore, we do not think that the presence of Islamic groups of 
different opinions in any way hurts the Muslim Brothers or Islam. 











Innocent of Violence 


[Question] Even if matters among these groups and between these groups and the 
Muslim Frotherhood were to go as far as a confrontation? 


[Answer] The Muslim Brothers are people with the least predisposition to vio- 
lence. Our virtuous ancestors did not think that weapons were to be used to 
resist government, even if that government were unjust or immoral. This is 
because the damage that could befall Islam when subjects disagree with their 
rulers is greater than the damage that could result from the injustice or 
immorality of those rulers. If Muslim Brothers were ever involved in confron- 
tations, it was only because they were defending themselves. We think that it a 
Muslim “rother were to do something illegal in his country, gowernment ought not 
to turn against the whole group. Instead, it should punish the individual alone. 
“One crime does not justify another." We don't have anything against anyone. 


[Question] There is an observation, however, that is worth talking about. It 
has been noticed that all groups which adopted violence as a weapon or as a 
course of action came into being and evolved out of the Muslim Brotherhood. How 
do you explain that? 


[Answer] It is unfortunate that people accept appearances. They should have 
looked into the bottom of this matter and asked why people become violent and 
why they turn to violence. If we know the reason for that, we will no longer 
have to wonder. No human being had to go through what young people had to go 
through in prison. Some of these groups did come out of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
but in spite of that leaders of che Muslim Brotherhood and the Muslim Brothers 
themselves do not agree with che methods of these groups and they disavow them. 
It is unfair to attribute the conduct of individuals in some groups to the 
Muslim Brotherhood. It should be enough that state officials, such as the former 
minister of the interior, said that terrorism and terrorist groups were not 
products of the Muslim Brotherhood. This is official testimony for the Muslim 
Brotherhood. We neither advocate nor condone violence. In fact, we disavow it. 


[Question] But there is another side to that also. Some people think that ever 
since it was founded, political violence in Egypt's contemporary history has 
always come from the Muslim Brotherhood. They cite confirmed historical 
incidents as evidence of that. 


[Answer] If young Muslim Brothers made a mistake and committed an injustice, 
that. does not mean that the Muslim Brotherhood condones what they did. The late 
Imam Hasan al-Banna and Mr al-Hudaybi disavowed violence in the strongest terms. 
I follow their example and denounce all this violence. I do not condone any 
violence between the ruler and the subjects in this country or in any Islamic 
country. 


We Are Guilty 


[Question] What is the relationship between the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Islanic groups that are on the scene lixe? 


[Answer] If you were to ask tnese groups, they would have more to say about 
that than I do. All these groups accuse the Muslim Brothers of abandoning the 
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struggle for the cause of God. Their interpretation of the struggle for the 
eause of God is that it is a struggle with the ruler. If that is something that 
is being taken against us, then we are guilty. Everyone acknowledges that his 
Islam is the proper Islam and that the method and the course of the Muslim 
Brotherhood is a proper one. 


[Question] Do you believe that the presence of a party which represents the 
Muslim Brothers can serve as a safety valve against violence? 


[Answer] It is very possible because all the violent phenomena surfaced in the 
absence of the Muslim Brothers. It is true there were isolated incidents like 
the assassination of al-Nuqrashi, but the fact that a member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood did carry out such an irresponsible act does not mean that the 
Muslim Brotherhood sanctions such an act. 


[Question] You stated that if the court does not rule in favor of the return of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, you will return as a political party. Before that, you 
stated that you reject the methocs that are followed by political parties. 
However, there is a law that regulates political activity in any society. Will 
you yield to these laws that regulate political activity even though you do not 
agree with them? 


[Answer] Adherence is one thing and respect another. We abide by the laws of 
the country where we live, and we carry them out. However, we do not respect 
those laws, and we want to change them and replace them with the laws of God 
Almighty. Our adherence to the law, however, prevents us from becoming engaged 
in any action tnat violates the law or the constitution. If we do establish a 
party, we will not use incentives, scare tactics or any form of terror [to 
attract members], but we will rather pursue the course that has been set by the 
group, and that is to call for virtue and reform. 


We Do not Want Power for Power's Sake 


[Question] One of the principal objectives of any political party in any 
society is to get to power. Will one of the objectives of the Muslim Brothers' 
political party be an attempt to get to power? 


{Answer] Muslim Brothers, whether they are a party or not, do not seek power 
for power's sake. However, if public opinion wakes up and elects representatives 
who are Muslim Brothers, giving them the majority they need to assume power, 
that would be the will of the people. But we will never resort to dishonorable 
methods to get to power because we do not seek power for power's sake. What we 
want to do is reform power. Whether we do this ourselves or others do it is all 
the same to us. 


[Question] Don't you think that the existence of a political party that has a 
religious basis could cause conflict between religious minorities in society and 
the Muslim majority? 


[Answer] Islamic law bends over backwards to look after the rights of 
minorities. No minority in any country in the world enjoys the rights that the 
minority in Egypt enjoys. 
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[Question] When the Muslim Brothers' political party is established, wil] 
Copts be allowed to join the party as members? 


[Answer] That is possible. If we were to form a political committee or a 
cabinet, there would be no objection to having a Copt serve on that committee or 
in that cabinet, but we would choose the best person for the work that has to be 
done. That is why we find that in economic firms which are owned by Muslim 
Brothers most of the professionals are not Muslims. We look for wisdom and 
virtue wherever we can find them. 


[Question] Political forces on the scene are demanding that you set up a prog-~ 
ram which addresses the urgent problems of Egyptian society. They are demanding 
that you do this before you think about forming an independent political party. 
Can the Muslim Brothers claim they have such a program? 


[Answer] If people were fair, they would not accuse the Muslim Brothers of not 
having a program and of not having a course of action. We did call for the 
application of Islamic law, and there is nothing stronger or more universal than 
Islamic law as a course [of action] for all aspects of life. People want 
details. The letters of the late imam addressed the main topics of problems from 
all angles. What is missing here is a process in which professionals and experts 
would set forth all these specifics. That process would not take up more than a 
few weeks, and we would then have a ready course and a ready method. We are all 
willing to serve this country. 


[Question] Do you believe that matters in Egypt now could force the creation of 
extremist Islamic groups? 


[Answer] If the Muslim Brothers are given freedom of action in the country, you 
will see that all these groups that you call terrorist groups will follow the 
course of the Muslim Brotherhood, and the situation will become stable. Even 
those groups that are described as extremist will follow the Brotherhood's 
course, provided the Muslim Brotherhood is allowed to return to the scene and is 
given the freedom to pursue its usual activities. 


[Question] What do you think the situation will be like if the court rules that 
the Muslim Brotherhood can return and if the committee on parties declines the 
Muslim Brotherhood's request to establish a political party? 


[Answer] Nothing will happen. We are Muslims, and each Muslim is a Muslim 
Brother. I advocate the course of the Muslim Brotherhood in my family and among 
my relatives. 


[Question] You stated that the presence of the Muslim Brotherhood on the scene 
was a prerequisite to the absence of extremist groups. What do you think the 
situation will be like if the Muslim Brotherhood seemed to be out of the 
picture? 


[Answer] Society is made up of individuals. If the primary building blocks of 
that society are good, the entire society will be good. We will continue advo- 
cating our cause whether or not we get legal recognition and regardless of 
difficulties. We have no problems with that. 





[Question] Can't the Muslim Brothers work through political parties at the 
present time? 


[Answer] The fact that we entered parliament through the Wafd Party does not 
mean that we've accepted the principle of merging with parties. What is 
happening is nothing more than cooperation. We do not merge or mix with parties. 
We are Muslim Brothers. 


[Question] Can the Muslim Brothers be satisfied with working through political 
parties? 


[Answer] Never. The Muslim Brotherhood now is not a group that merely advocates 
religion. The Muslim Brotherhood now is rather a league that is everywhere in 
the world. This has become an ideologically established fact in the hearts of 
young people. 


[Question] What do you think about the political activity that is being carried 
out on the political scene at the present time? 


‘Umar al-Talmasani paused briefly and then said, "I will leave judgment on both 
proper actions and mistakes to those who were engaged in that political 

activity. We are calling for reconciliation and reform among people because we 
do not advocate hostility to anyone. We do give advice when we see corruption." 


No to Religious Parties 


Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim, chairman of the committee for parties, secretary general 
of the National Party and president of the Consultative Council said, "The 
freedom to establish parties does not apply to religious parties. There is a 
clear provision that parties are not to be based on religion. The purpose of 
this is to preserve national unity; it is part of the constitution which was 
ratified by the people." 


He added, "What has been done so far under the umbrella of the New Wafd Party is 
legal because there is no official organization by the name Muslim Brotherhood. 
Those people joined the Wafd Party as citizens; that's all. However, if the Wafd 
Party were to proclaim one day, for example, that there are two factions within 
the party, one called al-Wafd and another called the Muslim Brothers, then the 
committee on parties will have something else to say about that." 
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JPRS-NEA~85-024 
16 February 19 


EGYPT 


ETERNAL VALIDITY OF ISLAMIC TEACHINGS AFFIRMED 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic 27 Dec 84 p 1 
[Editorial: "And We Have Our Own Opinion!"] 


[Text] Some writers like to discuss the subject of religion without understan- 
ding what they are talking about, or as they say, as religion is understood by 
the times. When their attention is called to their mistakes, they become furious 
and they accuse whoever called their attention to those mistakes of being 
reactionary and ignorant. 


I recall that a few days ago a German journalist who is involved in a study on 
Islam came to my office and said, "There are three tendencies now in the Islamic 
nation. One holds on to the old ways without any changes; another calls for a 
mix between the old and the new; and a third states that the old is over and 
done with and that the problems of the day and age are different." 





I told him, "The second and third tendencies are the tendencies of those who do 
not understand religion or those who understand religion but are trying 
deliberately to hurt this religion." I told him, "There are no problems of the 
age which the Koran and the tradition of the prophet do not deal with. Islam has 
solutions to everything that exists now." 


The German journalist appeared to be astonished, and he said there were new 
problems [in the world] that Islam did not deal with. I said, "Give me one 
example." But the German journalist said nothing, and I realized that he had not 
studied anything. Instead, he had just quoted those who speak about Islam 
without understanding the religion. 


This week Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim wrote to say that what had angered religious 
scholars was the fact that he had addressed God in a manner that was not cus- 
tomary. Mr al-Hakim said that religious scholars wanted him to address God in 
the manner they had become accustomed to. He said that was the reason for the 
conflict. But Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim forgot or pretended to forget that what did 
anger the scholars is the fact that he attributed to God Almighty statements 
that God did not make. Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim is free to talk to God any way he 
wishes to, but neither he nor any other human being may dare to attribute words 
to Almighty God. No human being--not even any one of the prophets--was allowed 
to quote words that had been spoken by God that God Himself did not speak. In 
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fact, God Almighty threatened those who distorted statements and attributed them 
to God with severe punishment. This is because no mortal, no matter who he is, 
controls the intentions of Almighty God. 


This is the issue that provoked religious scholars. If Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim had 
spoken to God any way he wanted to, no one would have paid any attention to him. 
But he went beyond that, and he is well aware of that. 


Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim cited a parable in his discussion, and he tried to use that 
parable to justify his point of view. The messenger of God, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, asked about the spirit. Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim said that 
the messenger did not speak at all for 15 days, waiting for God to speak to him 
about the spirit. 


This is what we have to say to Mr Tawfiq al-Hakim: if this were true, we should 
ask if the messenger of God, God's chosen messenger, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation, dared to ascribe statements to Almighty God. Did the messenger 
of God speak or relay words that God did not tell him to relay or to write? Did 
he make statements and attribute them to God Almighty? He did not do that at 
all. But in that conversation which Mr Tawfiq al-—Hakim published under the 
title, "Hadith m'a Allah" [A Conversation with God], he attributed to God what 
God Almighty did not say. And these statements were published as though they had 
been spoken by God. That was the mistake that Tawfiq al-Hakim committed, and it 
was that mistake that prompted a response from His Eminence al-Shaykh 
al-Sha'rawi. This was not a case of Tawfiq al-Hakim talking with God. If that 
were the case, Mr. al-Hakim is free to talk to God any way he likes. Each one of 
us is free to talk to God and to ask Him anything he wants. But no one, not even 
a messenger or a prophet, is allowed to ascribe to God what God Almighty Himself 
did not say. 


And the discussion will continue. 
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JPRS-NEA~85-( 
16 February 18 


EGYPT 





ACQUITTED RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR INTERVIEWED ON AL-JIHAD CASE 
Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 26 Dec 84 p 3 


[Interview with Dr 'Umar 'Abd-al-Rahman by Ahmad al-Suyufi: "In His First Inter- 
view to an Egyptian Newspaper Dr ‘Umar ‘'Abd-al-Rahman Says, 'There Is no 
al-Jihad Organization; Egypt's Prisons Are Worse Than the Bastille; The Prison 
Guard Ibrahim 'Abd-al-'Ati Is a Walking Lexicon of Abusive Language'"; date and 
place of interview not specified] 


[Text] "The investigating officer threatened he would fetch 
my wife and children and humiliate them." 


"Shaykh al-Azhar declined to testify in court." 


"Blind subservience to government has not been the tradi- 
tional course of al-Azhar." 


In his first interview with an Egyptian newspaper, Dr 'Umar 'Abd-al-Rahman 
answered a few questions that AL-NUR asked him, and he promised there would be 
other interviews. An interview with Dr ‘Abd-al-Rahman is enjoyable and provo- 
cative. He is the al-Azhar University scholar who was described by the court as 
one of those men who usually command the respect of society. He was exonerated 
in the two most serious cases in which he was indicted: the assassination of 
Anwar al-Sadat and the case of al-Jihad Organization. This included a charge of 
trying to overthrow the government. 


In his forceful and candid manner Dr ‘Umar answered some of the questions that 
AL-NUR asked him. Had it not been for the lack of time and for the fact that he 
had many things to do--and we appreciate that--he would have spoken with us 
longer. We touched upon his life, the so-called al-Jihad Organization, the role 
of al-Azhar in his case and other issues that came up in this interview. 


I asked Dr ‘Umar, "Who is Dr ‘Umar 'Abd-al-Rahman?" 


[Answer] ‘Umar Ahmad 'Ali 'Abd-al-Rahman was born in 1938 in al-Jamaliyah, the 
governorate of al-Daqahliyah. I am 46 years old, and I have 8 children and 2 
Wives. 


I have a doctorate in exegesis which I earned in 1972. The investigating agency 
held up my appointment at the university for 1 year, but in 1973 I was hired by x 
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the College of Theology in Asyut. My salary had been frozen from 1968 to 1973, 
and I received no raises or increases in pay at all. In 1969 retirement was 
imposed on me as a punishment, and that meant that I would stay home and receive 
half my salary. In 1970 I was arrested, and I was imprisoned in al-Qal'ah Prison 
for 8 months which I spent in solitary confinement. 


[Question] What is it that you want? 


[Answer] I want everyone to have that which he is entitled to have. I want to 
see believers relieved of injustice. I want to see justice and truth prevail. I 
want to see the duties that are entrusted to people carried out, and I want to 
see people's rights safeguarded in accordance with the command of God. "Allah 
commands you to hand back your trusts to their rightful owners, and to pass 
judgment among men with fairness" [al—Nisa': 58]. I want to see those who 
advocate the worship of God have free, unhampered and unimpeded - -ess to the 
masses so they can in‘orm them about the message of Islam without being thrown 
into prisons and detention camps for yielding to the command of God. "And who 
speaks better than he who calls others to the service of Allah, does what is 
right, and says: 'I am a Muslim'?" [Fussilat: 33]. 


[Question] What is your cause? 


[Answer] My cause is to keep Islam in all areas and tendencies of our life. I 
want Islamic laws to prevail everywhere, and I want all of life to be imbued 
with Islam: the individual, the community, matter and the spirit, knowledge and 
work, war and peace, this life and the hereafter. I want the bright light of the 
Koran and the Prophetic Tradition to shine over the world and to turn back the 
darkness of ignorance, falsehood and imitation. I want this light of the Koran 
and the Tradition to show people the way to knowledge, truth, justice, virtue 
and peace. I want the principles of God that are mentioned in His Koran and in 
the Tradition of His prophet to be enforced. The miracles we could create then 
would be greater than moving mountains, drying up the seas and converting 
elements from one state to another. We would then have a society which has been 
educated in the principles of true Islam; such a society will have Muslim 
families, Muslim communities and a Muslim government that rules in accordance 
with what God has ordained. 


[Question] What is your relationship with al-Jihad? 1 


[Answer] My relationship with al-Jihad lies in the fact that I believe in what 
God has taught me. What we learned from the Koran and the Tradition is as clear 
as what our virtuous predecessors before us learned. We learned that it is our 
duty and our obligation to strive for the cause of God. It is the duty of every 
Muslim man and woman in conditions such as those we are experiencing. Scholars 
said that fighting for the cause of God becomes mandatory if an imam sounds a 
general call to arms, if two armies confront each other, and if Muslim territory 
is attacked by an enemy and any part of it is occupied by that enemy. Fighting 
for the cause of God then becomes obligatory for men, women, children, older 
people, individuals, groups, the wealthy, the poor, the young and the old. God 
Almighty said, "Whether unarmed or well-equipped, march on and fight for the 
cause of Allah, with you. wealth and your persons" [al-Tawbah: 41]. Therefore, 








any question that has to do with striving and fighting for the cause of God or 
with the notion and rules for such strife would be Something with which I would 
have the closest relationship and the strongest of ties. 


[Question] Is there an organization called al-Jihad Organization? 


[Answer] In my opinion, there is no organization called al-Jihad Organization. 
That name was made up by security officials. "They are but names which you and 
your fathers have invented: Allah has invested no authority in them" [al-Nijm: 
23]. If we must have that name, then most Muslims would be members of that 
organization and would be called upon to join it. Those who made up that name 
used it to refer to anyone who was zealous about Islam and protective of God's 
religion. They used it against all those who advocated the supremacy of God's 
authority over that of non-believers. They used it against all those who 
defended the religion of God and spoke the truth. They used it against all those 
who became angry and furious when God's interdictions were violated. They used 
it against all those who commanded people to do good and enjoined them against 
evil. They used it against all those who truthfully fought for the cause of God. 
Finally, they used it against those who love God and are loved by Him. "... 
humble towards the faithful and stern towards the unbelievers, zealous for 
Allah's cause and fearless of man's censure" [al-Ma'idah: 54]. 


[Question] What really happened to you? 


[Answer] It would take books and volumes to tell you the truth about what goes 
on in prisons. Conditions in Egypt's prisons are the worst that the human race 
has known throughout its long history. People talk about the cruelty and rigors 
of the Bastille in France; but compared to Egypt's prisons, the Bastille is like 
a park or an isle of tranquillity. I will talk about one of many prisons in 
Egypt. I will talk about that prison where I stayed for 3 years: the Turah 
Prison. Others can talk about the other prisons. 


When I was in prison, [ wrote a letter describing my situation. I wrote the 
letter to communicate my sorrows to God and anyone who would get that letter. 
But that letter never saw the light of day; it did not get published. I can cite 
selections from it. "These cries for help come to you from the grave, from 
behind the walls of hell, from behind iron bars. These cries which are mixed 
with the plaintive sounds of the wounded, the groans of the tortured, the tears 
of the silent and the wailing sounds of young people in chains are directed to 
every persion on the face of this earth who can speak, write or think. These 
final breaths and sorrowful expressions are directed to all of you; they may 
reach you after the soul has departed the body and flown to its Maker, 
complaining to Him that all people have abandoned it." 


"We are inmates of the experimental and disciplinary ward in Turah Prison. We 
have been fasting and refusing to eat since the first day of the holy feast of 
Bairam. Let us explain to you the situation we are in. 
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"We are inmates of the experimental ward, and what a place that is! In that ward 
humanity and human beings are tortured and humiliated. Did I say humanity and 
human beings? Humanity has been slain in the experimental ward, and human beings 
have been slaughtered in it. Domestic and stray animals would refuse to live in 
such a place." Have you heard anything about the disciplinary ward? 


The disciplinary ward is the place where screams and wailing sounds are heard. 
It is a place of fear, terror and hardship. It is a place where inmates are 
severely injured; it is a place for iron restraints and harsh threats. It is a 
place where people get lacerations on their skin, where the most violent threats 
are made and where more and more pain is inflicted on people. The figures do not 
lie. 


1. The experimental ward is on the ground floor of the prison. It has 26 cells, 
each of which is 2 X 2.5 meters. The walls of the cells are of rock, and the 
floors are dirt floors. These cells are more like graves for the dead; in fact, 
graves are better. 


2. The cells have no openings for air at all, and the air in them is very 
stuffy. Sometimes the temperature in those cells rises over 50 degrees 
centigrade. 


3. Each cell has a dirty metal container for drinking water and another which 
the inmate can use to empty his bowels. Inmates are not allowed to empty the 
contents of that container more than once a day. 


4, The cell is designed to hold one person; it is not large enough to hold more 
than one person. At the present time, however, these cells are congested. 
Between three and six young Muslims are held in each cell. 


5. Means for maintaining sanitation inside the cells are totally nonexistent. 
The heat and filth provide a climate in which thousands of insects can pro- 
liferate and flourish on our bodies: insects such as bed bugs, lice, fleas, 
flies, mosquitoes and many, many other insects. 


6. The brave and dauntless central security soldiers walk back and forth over 
the ceiling of the cells. They urinate and empty their bowels on that ceiling, 
and all that filth falls on the inmates in the cells and on their food. 


7. This infernal ward is designated for the most hardened criminals who disobey 
the rules in Egypt's prisons. They create disturbances or kill other inmates, so 
they are transferred to the experimental and disciplinary ward in Turah Prison 
where they are subjected to indignities and to torture. There is a contraption 
called "al-'arusah" [the bride] in the middle of the ward. An unruly prisoner 
would be bound to that contraption from his feet and hands, and he would then be 
whipped on his back and limbs until he loses consciousness and bleeds. 


8. There are now 86 young Muslims in this ward of death; they are university 
students, university graduates, physicians, engineers, members of the faculty in 
universities and others. They come from Egyptian families who have been crushed 
and severely tested: families who have to travel from the farthest points in 
Upper Egypt and Alexandria to see their children in the prisons of Cairo. And 
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what prisons these are! These are prisons where the most inveterate of killers, 
highway robbers and repeat offenders are punished. 


9. It is in this ward of graves that slow death can be found. It is there that 
the Prison Administration and detectives torture young Muslims. The fact that 
three or four inmates in a cell urinate and empty their bowels throughout the 
day and night in one bucket causes a foul odor in the cell and makes the putrid 
air in the cells even more putrid and foul. The fact that the door to this tomb 
is locked 24 hours a day for months and months means the onset of death and the 
deterioration of human senses. Gradually, these young people lose their minds, 
and they begin to hallucinate and scream. In fact, some of them bark when days 
and nights go by and they are unaware of anything around them. Words cannot 
describe the certain death that awaits your sons and brothers who lose their 
humanity. The spread of disease in their midst is alarming. They have all kinds 
of skin diseases, respiratory diseases, nervous disorders and epilepsy. Some of 
them are now partially paralyzed, and some are unable to control their bowels. 
But does any one of them dare ask for treatment? Anyone who dares to whisper a 
complaint is beaten up in a session with "the bride" contraption after which he 
becomes speechless for a whole week, and nothing is heard from him but his sobs 
and laments. These people do not cry for help; there is no one to help them. If 
they cry out, no one will hear or respond to their cries; if they appeal for 
protection, they find themselves taken out of the frying pan and thrown into the 
fire. 


I cried for help, but my appeal for help fell on deaf ears! 


Let us leave those tormented souls for a while and ask about their fathers and 
mothers, their wives and their sisters. And what about their children? Does it 
make sense for a mother to be prevented from seeing her children? Can you pic- 
ture with us a mother who is screaming and wailing, a mother whose heart is 
breaking with grief, a mother who travels thousands of kilometers to see her son 
only to be prevented from seeing him at the gates of prison? What would be the 
condition of such a mother? And what about that crushed father who spent every- 
thing he had to visit his children in all the prisons of Egypt only to be hit 
with canes, abused, kicked, beaten up and prevented from seeing his children? 


And what happens when parents are allowed to visit? They are allowed to see 
their children only a few minutes each month, a short time that does not satisfy 
the parents' longing for their children. And what a scene that is! Mothers look 
at their children standing behind wires like animals in a cage! Tell us the 
truth: does this happen in any prison in the world? Are we in Egypt's Bastille? 
People, everywhere, is there a lesson to be learned here? Is there a resounding 
ery? Is there anyone who will speak up? All you people of mercy and nobility, 
help us, take courage and rescue us. These tormented people are your brothers 
and your children who have become victims of the merciless and the unforgiving. 


Help them! Help those who have seen the horror of death return to life and come 
out of their tombs. And remember what your noble messenger said, may God bless 
him and grant him salvation. "He who stands by a victim of injustice to confirm 
his rights, God will make him steadfast and enable him to remain firm and hold 
his ground when others falter and err." 
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[Question] Were you actually tortured? 


{Answer] Yes, the torture that took place in the prisons of Egypt would make 
your hair turn grey. The effects of that torture were proven in court in state- 
ments made in court by defendants, in statements made by attorneys defending 
their clients, and in medical reports. The court was thus compelled to throw out 
the confessions that had been given in this manner. People were tortured in 
prisons in a brutal, shameful and disgusting way. This is only a small example 
of the brutal kinds of torture that took place on an extensive scale. Fellow 
human beings were tortured by electric shock and hungry, rabid dogs; they were 
beaten on their hands, feet and all parts of their bodies with whips, thick 
canes, barbed wires and cables; they were suspended from their hands and feet 
from doors; they were forced to sit on a stake; they were sodomized; they were 
forced to stand for days and nights; they were stripped of their clothing and 
dunked in cold water; cigarettes were extinguished on their bodies. All this 
caused the prisoners to have many injuries. Some had broken hands or feet or 
both; some were scalped; some were paralyzed or became hysterical; and some 
developed nervous disorders. 


This is not to mention the respiratory diseases and diseases of the digestive 
and urinary tracts that affected some people because they did not get their food 
and medication. Some people died as a result of the torture, and they became 
martyrs. The State Security Court took this brutal torture into consideration, 
citing it in the legal reasons for its judgment in the al-Jihad case. The court 
accused leaders of security agencies and of state security investigations, 
chiefly the two former ministers of the interior, al-Nabawi Isma'il and Hasan 
Abu Basha, and it held them responsible for the attacks that were made on most 
of the defendants in the case. The court held them responsible for having those 
defendants horribly and inhumanely tortured and causing them serious injuries 
that required their transfer to public hospitals for treatment. Medical reports 
that were mentioned proved that many of the defendants had suffered injuries and 
that some of these injuries were serious. People who were apprehended were 
placed in prison by security authorities, and their cases were delayed. These 
cases were not presented to the prosecutor's office, and these people remained 
under the influence of security agencies where confessions that served the 
interests of security officials were taken from then. 


The torture that I was subjected to is detailed in the records of the military 
prosecution. It takes up more than 10 pages. But I gave a general account of 
that torture to the state security prosecution because the investigator declined 
to have me go into details. Here are a few of the points I mentioned. 


1. I was denied all food, and I was denied the medication I take for my diabetic 
condition. Because of that I was compelled to refrain from eating for a long 
period of time. 


2. The jailer of the experimental ward at Turah Prison received me by biting my 
ear and striking me with his fist in my lower jaw. He then struck me repeatedly 
on my body and my head with a thick cane. 


3. The jailer would beat us up every morning when he opened the door of the cell 
so we could empty the waste bucket. 
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4. We heard nothing but abuse and indignities the whole day long from the 
jailer, Ibrahim 'Abd-al-'Ati, the investigators and the prison officers. They 
used the worst and basest language; one cannot write down what they said. I did, 
however, mention what they said to the military prosecution to establish the 
facts. 


5. We were showered with blows and kicks at every prison we were sent to or 
from. We were also beaten up by cables, thick canes, barbed wires and whips. 


6. An investigator with the state security investigations threatened to bring my 
wife and children to prison and humiliate them. 


7. He threatened me with rabid dogs, electric shocks and sodomy. 


8. One evening they made me stand for a long time with my hand raised until I 
was unable to stand any longer. 


9. They made me stand in al-Qal'ah Prison from 2 a.m. till the afternoon. 


10. I was thrown on my back; my legs were raised and bound, and I was whipped 
100 times. 


11. I was placed in a cell in the experimental ward that did not get any air or 
sunlight. The door of that cell was kept locked day and night, and I could not 
tell the difference between dawn and dusk or between morning and evening. 


[Question] Dr 'Umar, as a scholar of the noble institution of al-Azhar, you 
were first condemned [in a manner of speaking] by al-Azhar whose people were 
expected to come to your defease in your predicament but didn't. What is your 
explanation for that? 


[Answer] If he who does not speak the truth is a mute devil, then what shall we 
say of those who take a stance against the truth and position themselves on the 
opposite side, against God and His messenger? Al-Azhar was as silent as the 
grave when this case came up. It appeared as though it did not exist or someone 
did not want it to exist or that it had been made to vanish! There was only a 
very small number of people in al-Azhar who were honored by God and who took 
their stance on the side of truth to protect and defend it. I wish the matter 
had stopped there and gone no further, but the shaykh of al-Azhar declined to 
testify in court when he was summoned to testify. I don't know if he ever read 
what God Almighty said: "You shall not withhold testimony. He that withholds it 
is a transgressor" [al-Baqarah: 283]. What made matters worse is that the shaykh 
of al-Azhar complied with the state security prosecution and formed a committee 
of hired scholars to look into the matter. That committee was not a committee of 
al-Azhar, and it did not represent the institution's opinion. It was the 
committee of the shaykh of al-Azhar, and it was subservient to him. Of course, 
he too is subservient to those who appointed him in his position. 


Then let me say this and underscore it: the report which the state security 
prosecution procured from al-Azhar and presented in court was not the report of 
al-Azhar. It was a report from the shaykh of al-Azhar and his five-man commit- 
tee: those men who were willing to give testimony against their own religion. I 
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would not have liked to see conflict take place among the Muslim clergy in the 
court room or on the pages of newspapers. But this is a battle that was forced 
on us. We have no other choice but to fight it. And as we fight, we say, "Lord, 
judge rightly between us and our people; You are the best of judges" [al-A'raf: 


89]. 


It is important to establish here that the committee's unfortunate response to 
the shaykh of al-Azhar contraaicted the Koran in form and substance as well as 
in letter and spirit. “‘he reporc paid no attention to the grave consequences of 
the formal legal opinica and how it might affect people's lives, honor and 
wealth. This report will have to account for itself to Almighty God. This report 
by the shaykh of al-Azhar and his five-man committee dealt with the case in a 
ritualistic, evasive manner. It distorted statements and tampered with legal 
provisions, quoting them out of context. This strange, curious and dubious 
report was presented to the court in response to the testimony of His Eminence 
al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il. But instead of thanking the witness for relieving 
scholars of a task they had a duty to fulfill--those scholars who [served on the 
committee], neglected their duty, recoiled from it and fled--the authors of that 
report flayed the witness alive with their sharp words. They justified and 
defended many erroneous positions, making hostile and derogatory comments 
against the man, may God honor and cherish him. They slandered him and they 
turned the matter into a personal battle behind which they hid from the sting of 
their conscience. 


Throughout its long history of more than 10 centuries, al-Azhar has been a 
beacon of knowledge, a stronghold for the advocacy of Islam and a center for the 
struggle for the cause of God. It is in al-Azhar that seekers of knowledge 
stretched their wings, and it is from al-Azhar that learned men and scholars 
graduated. They were the ones who defended religion and protected it from 
distortions and fallacies. They are the ones who proclaimed the truth from the 
corners of the great Mosque of al-Azhar. It is not the traditional course of 
al-Azhar to be subservient to government or to ingratiate itself with those who 
are in power. The traditional course of al-Azhar, the one that its holy men have 
grown up with and become accustomed to, is that of proclaiming the banner of 
Islam, letting it fly high and speaking the truth. The holy men of al-Azhar 
sometimes speak up and sometimes raise their swords to fight against undue 
censure, injustice and tyranny. The men of al-Azhar speak up and fight against 
the corruption and despotism of rulers, and they set those who are unjust on the 
right course. 


Throughout its history al-Azhar has had holy men, heroes and advocates like 
al-'Izz ibn 'Abd-al-Salam and al-Shaykh al-Sharqawi. It was the men of al-Azhar 
who led the resistance campaign against the French occupation. They were the 
ones who rallied and mobilized the people. Napoleon was not able to enter Egypt 
until the artillery shells he fired from al-Muqattam Hill flattened al-Azhar. 
Then Sulayman al-Halabi, a student at al-Azhar, assassinated (Klaybar) after the 
French desecrated the mosque of al-Azhar and rode their horses inside it. The 
blood of those who died in action speaks of their heroism and sacrifice. This 
was repeated with the British occupation which tried all means to buy the 
silence of al-Azhar but failed. Al-Shaykh Hasan al-'Adwi and others issued a 
formal legal opinion to depose Khedive Tawfiq because he collaborated with the 
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occupation. People took action, and there were uprisings that took place on the 
basis of what the men of al-Azhar and its scholars said. 


Al-Azhar remembers al-Shaykh ‘Umar Makram, al-Shaykh al-Maraghi and many others 
who stood up to Muhammaa ‘Ali and to unjust rulers. They did not sell their 
religion for the honor of this world. They spoke the truth in the face of the 
unjust. Although al-Azhar may be under a cloud today, these clouds will 
inevitably be dispelled. This time-honored mosque will return to its glory, and 
its holy men and defenders will have to assume that posture which will please 
God. This is what they have always done, and this is what it is hoped they will 
do. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/166 











JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


EGYPT 


STATUS OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 15 Dec 84 p 5 
[Editorial by Muhammad al-Haywan] 


[Text] From the beginning, we said and stressed that peace with Israel was 
not a unilateral reconciliation. It was part of a total deal, which means 
the return of territory in exchange for peace, and peace does not mean love. 
However, it does mean the end of war. 


We got the Sinai in exchange for an embassy for Israel in Cairo. Some people 
think that it was a losing deal for Egypt. Others think that it could be a 
beginning, meaning that the armistice agreement with Lebanon could be con- 
verted into a peace agreement and an embassy in Beirut, and that the Golan 
could be returned to Syria under the same conditions. The Palestinian people 
could get what is left of Palestine in exchange for peace between the state 
of Palestine and Israel. The meaning of peace with the nations neighboring 
Israel is not an obligation on the rest of the Arab world, because it is not 
tied to any borders with Israel. 


Where are we today regarding what we said or thought at the beginning. Egyp- 
tian territory is no longer compiete. There is a dispute over 15 border 
points, the most prominent being Taba. Palestinian territory every day wit- 
nesses acts of dreadful repression, a precise expansion of Jewish settlements, 
and a tot2l blockade of Arab powers from all directions. In the Golan, there 
are acts of continuous settlement, and in Lebanon, daily massacres. 


The question is, on what ground can Egypt meet with Israel? What is a role 
for any Egyptian official who might go to Israel? 


Should the Egyptian official go to Taba, to participate in the opening of 
Israel's tourist projects, bless them and call on Egyptians to visit them? 


Absurd. 


It is also absurd for him to go to South Lebanon to participate in the fu- 
neral processions of Arab victims or to share in the water projects stolen 
from South Lebanon, in order to irrigate occupied Palestine. 


It is absurd for him to go to the Golan, for the opening of Jewish settle- 
ments there or to distribute Israeli identity cards to the Arab inhabitants. 
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It is absurd for him to go to the West Bank and Gaza to advise the Arabs to 
be calm and accept the occupation, Judaicize Jerusalem and build more settle- 


ments. 


It is absurd for any Egyptian official to go to all these places that condemn 
Israel every day and that condemn all those who cooperate with it, and that 
call out demanding Arab support. 


Therefore, should Egypt meet with Israel on Egyptian soil, or is Egypt's soil 
not Arab soil, which rejects such a meeting and condemns it? 


If it wishes to meet with Egypt, Israel must prepare the ground upon which it 
would be possible to meet with Egypt. At that time, we could begin again. 

We do not reject peace, but on what ground. Egypt wants peace on all Arab 
soil and, therefore, we must always stress that there is no peace without a 
solution to the Palestinian issue. 
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WEEKLY VIEWS ISRAELI PART IN BOOK FAIR 
PM221517 Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 18 Jan 85 p 4 
{[Makram Muhammad Ahmad article: "Welcome Them at the Book Exhibition...But"'] 


{Excerpts] Perhaps we can understand the reasons why the Israelis are in- 
sisting on attending the Cairo Book Exhibition this year in accordance with 
a provision in the normalization agreements. 


Certainly none of the reasons has anything to do with culture or books. The 
Israelis are well aware that one of their basic problems with Egypt is the 
strong distaste verging on rejection felt by most Eygptian intellectuals, 
whether rightists, leftists, or middle-of-the-road. This is not because 
Egyptian intellectuals are anti-Semitic, for they themselves have Semitic 
roots. Nor is it because they are against the Jewish religion, for Sa'‘adya 
ibn Yusuf, the Egyptian, was the first to leave for the Hebrews in the 
al-Fayyum territory a written Torah. Nor are they against Jewish culture, 
which, during many periods of creativity, mingled with Arab culture and pro- 
duced a great symbol of the coexistence of the two cultures, namely Musa 
ibn Maymun, author of "Guide for the Perplexed," who was Jewish by religion, 
spoke Arabic, and had a humanitarian mission. 


The Israelis are well aware that their total failure to establish any positive 
relationship with Egyptian intellectuals is mainly due to their continuing ag- 
gression against Arab rights in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, the Golan and 
Tabah. Although the normalization provisions secure for the Israelis a pavil- 
ion at the book exhibition, there is nothing in them to force Egyptian intel- 
lectuals to change their attitude or to throng to the Israeli pavilion in 
search of Jewish culture, which has ceased to be humanitarian by conniving 

at through silence or justifying the humiliation being meted out to Arabs on 
their occupied lands. 


However, we can exclude a few Israeli intellectuals from this category. We 
can exclude Amnon Kapelink, who exposed the Sabra and Shatila massacre. We 
can also exclude ‘Amos 'Oz, who is trying to awaken the Israeli conscience 
by continuing to warn of the consequences that the Jewish attitude will have 
for the future of Israelis themselves. Amnon Kapelink, ‘Amos ‘Oz, and their 
colleagues are no more than isolated voices in the land of Israel. 
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Israel is not taking part in the book exhibition because it is dreaming of an 
intellectual invasion of Egyptian minds, as some people are suggesting out of 
a lack of understanding or ill intentions. Although Israel possesses knowledge 
in some fields, it does not have a culture that could seduce Egyptian minds. 
This is also due to the fact that Israeli culture in its present form daily 
reveals the continuing aggression against human rights. I would even say 
that Jewish culture in the land of Israel ceased to be a humanitarian cul- 
ture when it justified the need for Israeli existence in the promised land 
and the inevitability of the absence of Palestinian existence in the 
Palestinian land, when it destroyed the Palestinian identity while trying to 
establish its own, and when it switched from the status of victim to that of 
butcher. 





in the diaspora the Jews had a humanitarian culture with a great mission and 
significance. 


The Jewish conscience experienced suffering and was aware of the sufferings of 
others. Jewish culture used to identify itself with the sufferings of the de- 
prived, the wronged and searchers for justice, a homeland, and identity. But 
in the land of Israel the content has changed and the mission has altered. 

The prophet Isaiah has removed the garb of peace in favor of the latter-day 
Rabbi Kahane, who now sees the realization of the Torah's promise in the ex- 
pulsion of all Arabs from the land of Palestine. 


Israel is not participating in the book exhibition because it wants closer 
ties with Egyptian intellectuals. Such relations grow through common under- 
standing, constructive dialogue, the mutual recognition of rights, and the 
human realization of the rights of all peoples to justice. 


The Israelis have been complaining that their country has not seen Egyptian 
tourists visiting as an expression of good-neighborliness, as they expected 
they would. But travel by individuals is like the travel of ideas; it does 
not need government decisions. How many prohibited ideas find their way to 
those seeking them despite barricades and barriers and how many glossy books 
and brochures moulder untouched because they lack significance, content, and 
a mission. And how many cultures have failed as cultures because they have 
ceased to be human or have indulged in human exploitation and racial discrin- 
ination. 


The Israelis' greatest desire in participating in the book exhibition is 
simply to be there in the hope that their presence will be a source of ir- 
ritation and provocation to some people. 


Some people now seem to have fallen for this bait. It is reported that large 
numbers of Egyptian publishing houses of various trends are refusing to take 
part in the exhibition as a protest against the presence of the Israeli 
pavilion, despite the clear stand of the Palestinian publishing houses, 

which decided to attend because the field should not be left to the Israelis 
alone and because wherever there is an Israeli presence there mist be a 
Palestinian presence. 
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Israel's physical presence at the book exhibition means that Egypt as a 
state honors its signature, but it does not mean that the government guar- 
antees to force or urge anybody to visit the Israeli pavilion. This is up 
to each intellectual and each visitor. I do not think that the Israelis 
want government decisions urging visitors to visit the Israeli pavilion or 
threatening to punish those who boycott it in implementation of the normal- 
ization agrerments. 


CSO: 4500/43 
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MOVEMENT ON SUBSIDY PROBLEM URGED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 20 Dec 84 p 4 
[Editorial by Hafiz Mahmud] 


[Text] In his interview with two AL-AHRAM journalists last Saturday, Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak referred to what could be called neutralizing the general 
national issues, away from partisan rivalries, and changing these rivalries 
over these issues into intellectual partnerships to resolve these issues. 


As an example, the president cited subsidies. It is a very good example, 
since all the parties have called for this and have made studies concerning 
this matter. We now have a fund of balanced research regarding the question 
of subsidies in which, along with the parties, the councils of universities 
and the specialized national councils have participated. 


Despite the fact that more than one of these studies has referred to the so- 
cial aspects of the subsidy question, I believe that what has appeared so 
far a these social issues really has a national aspect. I would like to em- 
brace the president's view of the need to begin to look into the roots of 
our problems, i.e., at their causes, not at their results. 


The questions now are: 


Should the number of those benefiting from the subsidy be increased a thou- 
sand times within 39 years? 


Should the rise in the living standard be increased a thousand times? 


Should production and, consequently, consumption be increased a thousand 
times? 


Should the development that has occurred in the channels of subsidies for 
products and organizations possibly be increased in accountability a thou- 
sand times? 


By the nature of the situation, if these answers are negative, there must be 
other evolutionary and non-evolutionary reasons that have a direct or indi- 
rect influence on this matter, reasons that have helped to make the subsidy 








burden reach some 200 million Egyptian pounds. In my view, defining these 
reasons will help considerably to deal with this issue. 


Unless we put these reasons on the discussion table, there might be a return 
to the inflated size of the subsidy in the future after dealing with it now. 
This might happen, and we would not like to see that. 


In my view, these are the reasons: 


1. Lack of total control over the occurrences of waste, loss and spoilage 
regarding many of the subsidized commodities. 


2. Lack of strict legal prosecution for the losses declared by some of the 
organizations that have shares of the subsidies. 


3. Lack of curbs on the increasing number of agents who use up great num- 
bers of subsidy accounts. 


4. Negligence at times in monitoring or following up on the production and 
consumption supports, which makes it easy for some to create illegal chan- 
nels both in production and consumption. This. could cause further depletion 
in some elements of the subsidy. , 


If we undertake an initiative to control these unnatural causative factors, 
which inflate the subsidy figures, in order to achieve firm statistics on 
subsidies accruing to the average citizen, we will have put the question of 
subsidies on its correct, determinant bases. In order to deal with the sub- 
sidy question successfully and easily, we should single out two matters: 


1. The actual share of the subsidy for the average citizen. 


2. The reasonable share for the average citizen in dealing with the subsidy 
question. 


When the decision is made on these two matters, it should be based on the 
following principles: 


1. Define the commodity, not the individuals, that should or should not be 
subsidized. 


2. Define the organizations that should or should not be subsidized. 
3. Define the individual's share in covering the net subsidy. 
4. Gradual covering on the basis of a fully controlled timetable. 


At this point, we can call upon every citizen to participate in the solutions 
for the subsidy question, since it is one of the pressing national issues. 
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URBAN CONDITIONS OF CAIRO, SUBURBS DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 17 Dec 84 p 5 
{Editorial by Muhammad Haywan] 


[Text] Hope is very important. You can accept any situation, if there is 
hope of escaping from it. You can endure on hope. Days are counted until 
hope is achieved. People live on hope and die if they are in a state of 
hopelessness. 


It is difficult to move along the streets of Cairo. However, there is hope, 
because the work continues. You did not expect to see it at any time, but 
you heard about some accomplishment every month and, accordingly, hope was 
generated that the day would come when Cairo would be delightful and pleasant. 
You hoped that its traffic crisis would be alleviated, that its sidewalks 
would be free of public works, and that the driver would be satisfied and the 
pedestrian happy. We have come to understand with time the value of human 
relations on the street, together with cleanliness and order. Discipline is 
a legal relationship between the state on the one hand and the weak citizen 
on the other, because the rowdy citizen is very pleased by the absence of 

law and wants the return of a state of rowdies! 


The Nile flows on tao Jizah and there loses hope. They have narrowed the side- 
walks so much that pedestrians can no longer use them. The governorate did 
not take into consideration that the majority of citizens are pedestrians. 

It thought that everyone owned a vehicle. Traffic directions are changed 
every day, snarling traffic, because people no longer know which road to use, 
or which road is one-way. Road works are allowed as they please, causing 
problems for the people. If they are asked, they say that these works are 
protection. Those who are responsible for them are those to whom the law 
does not apply and the governorate, accordingly, does a diswcrvice to the 
law's reputation. It is smashing all the respect for the law that Cairo has 
built up in a year, and it claims that it is protection. 


Bridge projects have not gone beyond the demolition stage. They have torn 
up Jizah Street in front of the Sheraton. They cut down the trees and then 
stopped work, and nothing more has been done. The sewers are blocked here 
and there, but you cannot find anyone to talk about this, because those 
responsible are sovereign in Jizah. No one is able to stop them or control 
their defiance. 
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It is not due to a financial or economic shortfall, because the governorate, 
when it faced severe criticism in the People's Assembly, acted and imple- 
mented and was able to save face. However, it then stopped once more. This 
means that it is able to act if someone provokes it, but it does not act if 
left to itself. The shortfall is indeed an administrative shortfall. 


You in Cairo are enduring all the anarchy that it contains, because it is the 
anarchy of work, which will continue until there are results. There is hope. 
In Jizah, there is revulsion, because the problem is just plain anarchy, with- 
out work and without results. In Jizah, you must completely lose hope, any 
hope for a better life. 
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PROBLEMS OF AL-AZHAR ENGINEERING STUDENTS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic 27 Dec 84 pp 18-19 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Mu'ti 'Umran: "AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI Inside the Colleges of 
al-Azhar University: High Cost of Textbooks and Campus Housing Is Most Important 
Problem for Engineering Students at al-Azhar University; Dean of College Asks 
Governorates To Help with Housing for Students of al-Azhar Who Commute"] 


[Text] Engineering students at al-Azhar University spoke about their most 
important problems. They said that high prices for textbooks and the shortage in 
campus housing as well as the absence of services in the college are among the 
most important factors interfering with the success of their education. The 
students also spoke about the complicated administrative problems that students 
suffer from. 


Ahmad Taha Shihab-al-Din, a senior at the College of Engineering, thinks that 
the first problem that students of the college face is that of complicated 
administrative problems. A student faces scores of problems in the process of 
applying for admission, transferring his papers and completing all his paper 
work. 


There is another problem: attention is not given to Islamic subjects. That 
represents a major problem for students because professors do not come to teach 
these subjects. Last year we did not find out about the syllabus in Islamic 
subjects until 3 days before the final examination. If courses are scheduled, 
they are scheduled during dead hours, that is, in the evening or perhaps around 
dusk. 


Textbook Prices Are High, Subsidies for Books Are not Tangible 


The student, Ahmad, calls attention to another question: expensive textbooks. 
"Textbooks for the student's major or for his electives are expensive. We found 
that students cannot afford these prices. It is known that most engineering 
textbooks are foreign books or major references. Consequently, they are very 
expensive. I have seen no evidence that books are being subsidized. It's as 
though there were no subsidy at all. 


"On the other hand, students feel that students' associations are not serious 
about service to students. Students' unions take no action to reduce our daily 
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burdens. This may be due to the fact that many of those who join students’ 
unions are academically poor students. A scientific study that was conducted Db. 
supervisors of social workers at the College of Agriculture and at the College 
of Theology established that fact. 


"In the past young Muslims used to play an important role in reducing textbook 
costs and providing tangible textbook subsidies. Prices for scientific and 
cultural textbooks did in fact drop. 


"Now, however, prices are very high and subsidies are not tangible at 
Student associations are doing nothing to serve students." 


Law To Develop al-Azhar 


The fact that attention is not devoted to Islamic subjects raises the question 
of change in al-Azhar. It is the primary aim of the College of Engineering, as 
it is that of other colleges of applied learning, to serve Islam. 


According to the student, Shihab-al-Din, "The College of Engineering of al-Azha 
University has actually failed to produce engineers who can carry the banner of 
Islam on their shoulders. An engineer who graduates from al-Azhar can never be 
equal to an engineer who graduated from Cairo University, for example. This is 
because al-Azhar has its special mission, and a student of al-Azhar ought to 
carry out that mission. 


"It is worth noting that our adversaries are doing what we are doing. Subjects 
in Catholicism are taught in the College of Medicine at the University in Rome. 
At the university of Warsaw in Poland, religious subjects are also taught along 
with scientific subjects. Thus, al-Azhar is not engaged in a new practice here. 
All its resources must be utilized to serve the Islamic message that it has bee 
carrying throughout history. 


Courses of Study in the Institutes 


The same thing is affirmed by the student ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Muhammad Jad ai-Balta; 
who adds, "Al-Azhar makes a distinction between a Muslim who earned a secondary 
school certificate from [the schools of] al-Azhar and a Muslim who earned a 
general secondary school certificate, even though they are all Muslims. 


"That decision may represent one aspect of the problem of an al-~Azhar-style 
education in elementary, preparatory and secondary schools. What happened was 
that in many cases the addition of lay subjects to religious subjects weakened 
learning in both areas of study, and we found that students were learning litt] 
in scientific as well as religious subjects. 


"It is extremely regrettable that academic and foreign language standards for 
students who earned secondary school certificates from the schools of al--Azhan 
are modest. This may be one of the most important reasons for declining 
standards in an al-Azhar education and the high rate of failure." 


I have a Foot Disease! 


Nasir Muhammad ‘Ali, a junior at the college added, "The housing problem is on: 
of the most important reasons for the high rate of failure. it is known tha 
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country in general has a housing problem. This places a huge responsibility on 
the administration of the university to provide housing for university students. 


"Unfortunately, however, the conditions that are set by the university for 
students to get campus housing are excessive. Students who have a satisfactory 
or even a good average grade are not accepted in campus housing. I wonder: why 
should a student who earned a grade of satisfactory or good not be able to get 
housing on campus? How can one tell that the lack of excellence is not due to 
the lack of suitable housing on or off campus? 


"My situation provides the best evidence of that. I earned the grade, satisfac- 
tory, so I was kicked out of campus housing even though I have abscesses on my 
feet. I was told that I would have to have my feet amputated to get campus 
housing! As a result, I commute to Tanta every day despite my suffering from a 
foot disease." 


Admission into Departments 


The student, ‘'Antar 'Abd-al-Rahim Karim, a freshman at the College of Engi- 
neering, points out an important point on which a student's future--his success 
or failure--depends. He says that students are not admitted to the various 
departments of the college in accordance with their wishes. Students are 
admitted into the various departments at the discretion of the college or 
according to the students' grade averages. This system denies a student the 
right to join the department where he wishes to study, and it keeps him out of 
the future he would like to have for himself. 


"Although this is a simple point, students do lose sleep over it. I'd like to 
ask college officials to find a solution to this problem that is causing my 
fellow students to lose sleep." 


Where Is the Library? 


The student, Niyazi Muhammad Mu'ayyid, a pre-engineering student said, "The fact 
that classes for pre-engineering students and for freshmen and sophomore engi- 
neering students are delayed till late November and the fact that classes do not 
meet regularly on the first day of classes interferes with the daily learning 
process. As a result of that we may not have anything to study on the first days 
of classes, but in those days near the end of the academic year we do not have 
enough time to study." 


According to 'Ali Shawqi al-Sayyid, a sophomore in the Computer Department, the 
college library is a major problem because it does not have the required scien- 
tific books. Also, most reference books are not available at all. When textbooks 
are delayed, we have an urgent need to use references, and these should be 
available in the library." 


The Schedule for Military Exercises 


The two students, Ibrahim Salim and ‘Ali Shawqi, confirm students' complaints 
about the problem of military exercises. They said, "We are not asking for these 
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military exercises to be abolished. This is a national duty, and these exercises 
are certainly beneficial to young people. But the problem is one of scheduling; 
it is a problem of how these exercises are to be administered. If we were to 
compare the benefits of military exercises with those of scientific lectures, we 
would most certainly find that military exercises are useless next to military 
exercises. 


"There are no concrete benefits to be gained from the military exercises prog- 
ram. We are taking into consideration the fact that these military exercises are 
imposed on us on school days, and that interferes with the educational process. 


"We are asking that a special time be set aside for military exercises. We are 
asking that classes in military exercises be abolished for upper classmen and 
that they be limited to the freshman and sophomore years. 


"We are also asking that these classes be taught at the end of the academic year 
so they would not interfere with the educational process on days when classes 
are scheduled." 


Students at the College of Engineering have another problem: there is a shortage 
of services. The College of Engineering does not have a new cafeteria where 
students can get the food and beverages they need to have. 


The college also is not clean, and this is obvious everywhere in the college. In 
fact, there isn't a single trash can in the college! 


In addition, most of the time there is no water in the rest rooms, and that is 
not appropriate at all. How can students use these facilities? How can we per- 
form our ritual ablutions before performing our required prayers when God 
Almighty calls upon us to pray five times a day? 


it is here that we must tell all officials that the building of the College of 
Engineering is, quite unfortunately, likely to collapse. According to one 
opinion, the building is likely to collapse because of an architectural flaw 
that occurred during the construction process. The effects of that flaw are 
obvious and visible. 


With the Dean of the College of Engineering 


These were the most important problems that students in the College of Engi- 
neering said they had. We had to meet with the number one man in the College of 
Engineering, Dr Hamdi al-Shaykh, the dean of the college. 


Dr Hamdi al-Shaykh said, "I cannot say that a student at the College of Engi- 
neering of al-Azhar University fails because his standards are lower than those 
of students in other universities. However, there is a set of factors that cause 
this failure. One of them is that a student at al-Azhar University is most 
probably commuting. We all know what that means to a student who needs to rest, 
to come to class and to study. This point may be one of the most important 
reasons for the poor standards of those students. 
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In addition, there is the problem of shifting from studying in Arabic to 
studying in English. The administration of the institutes of al-Azhar are res- 
ponsible for this because the college cannot teach the language as well as 
scientific subjects. That would require a high level of competence and specia- 
lization as well as a high level of scholarship. 


"Also a student at the College of Engineering of al-Azhar University studies 
subjects in language and religion that students in the College of Engineering of 
‘Ayn Shams University, for example, do not study." 


The Governorates and the Housing Shortage 


With regard to the problems that students have with transportation and housing, 
Dr Hamdi al-Shaykh said that he did not have a practical solution to that prob- 
lem. "It is certain, however, that the material and social comfort of students 
is extremely important and that it does have an effect on their academic 
standards. 


"It would be a good idea if each governorate were to build in Cairo housing 
facilities for its residents. I've heard that some governorates, like al-Fayyun, 
are about to do that. These are essential steps that have to be taken to solve 
the shortage of student housing." 


Textbook Prices 


> 
i 32 
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dean of the college had this to say about students' complaints about the 
problem of textbook subsidies: "The subsidy issue is one of the most important 
issues that students talk about. Students talk about textbook subsidies because 
textbook prices are high, and we know that most students of al-Azhar University 
come from middle class families and families on fixed incomes. However, what I 
do know is that the administration of the university spends about 2 million 


pounds on textbook subsidies, 


"Orne of the various reasons for high textbook prices may be stated briefly. The 
number of students in the College of Engineering is small. Consequently, the 
cost per copy is high, and the price of a textbook rises because the number of 
printed copies is small and also because the scientific worth of the author is 
high. The situation is the opposite in theoretical colleges where there is a 
large number of students and where, accordingly, textbook costs are lower." 


Islamic Subjects 


Dr Hamdi al-Shaykh denies that the college is not doing a good job in teaching 
Islamic subjects. He said these subjects are on the schedule just like the sub- 
jects of students' major areas of study. "If a student believes that he can 
study these subjects without coming to the lectures, why should the college 
administration be blamed for that? It may be said that classes in Islamic sub- 
jects are scheduled at the end of the day. We say, what if it were scientific 
subjects that were scheduled at the end of the day? Will students leave a 
lecture because it is being offered at the end of the day? Of course not. 
tudents must attend lectures on Islamic subjects just as they must attend 
lectures on scientific subjects and laboratory classes. In addition, those who 
teach Islamic subjects are not on the faculty of the College of Engineering. 








Those who are responsible for that situation are the officials of the Islamic 
Colleges. They are the ones who send the professors to us. To say the truth, 
they are superior scholars. 


"Let me reaffirm that *e student housing problem is responsible for some of the 
shortcomings that stu. nts find themselves caught in regarding Islamic subjects. 
If a student had housing near his colleze, he would not Jeave a lecture and not 

go to class regardless of the subject matter." 


Arabization at Colleges of Applied Science 


Dr Hamdi al-Shaykh suggests that applied science curricula in colleges like the 
colleges of medicine, engineering and the sciences, be Arabized. The Arabic 
language would thus be used as the language of learning and instruction. Those 
who wish to do outside reading may study English or French. 


Arabizing applied science curricula is not the big problem some people think it 
is. A few Arab countries, like Syria, for example, did that. 


Fram a national standpoint, this would certainly be useful. We would have our 
own independent personality in the areas of learning. It would also be useful 
from the standpoint of the student's ability to assimilate the scientific 
material in his own Arabic language. We would thus avoid having students whose 
standards in English and French are poor, especially in al-Azhar where students 
complain of poor foreign language skills. Public education students are the 
opposite; some of these students study foreign languages perhaps as early as 
kindergarten, as is the case in foreign language schools. 


Dean Hamdi al-Shaykh had this to say about students' complaints that there are 
no services and that there are cracks in the building of the College of Enginee- 
ring: "Regarding the cafeteria, the college is now setting up a cafeteria that 
will have everything students will need. All services will be available in that 
cafeteria which will be opened soon. 


"But as far as the building of the College of Engineering is concerned, it is 
actually about to collapse. This is a preliminary diagnosis of the problem. But 
the college formed a committee of sever professors to make a judgment on the 
Suitability of the building. When the committee reaches a specific decision, we 
will coordinate our actions with the administration of the university so that 
what needs to be done is done, God willing." 


The Aim Is To Produce Muslim Engineers 


Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Halim Ahmad, a professor at the College of Engineering of 
al-Azhar University and the man who served as its first dean after it underwent 
change said, "What we were aiming for when we decided to introduce scientific 
subjects into al-Azhar University was to produce Muslim engineers and Muslim 
physicians who would embody the principles of Islam and its great character. 
They would influence people not only with their knowledge, but also with their 
conduct. 


"So far, however, we have not heard that al-Azhar has sent among its emissaries 
to Islamic countries any engineers or physicians. Al-Azhar's missions are 
usually iimited to religious advocates who are graduates of the College of 
Theology and other purely Islamic Colleges." 
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JPRS-NEA-85-0 
16 February 1 


EGYPT 


FAIR TREATMENT URGED FOR ALL GROUPS 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 16 Dec 84 p 3 


[Editorial by Jalal-al-Din al-Hamamsi: "Smoke in the Air; Stop: Who Are You? A 
Painful, Factual Story"] 


[Text] President Muhammad Husni Mubarak goes out of his way on every occasion 
to say that he is opposed to extending favors to one group of people at the 
expense of another. The president then asks officials to respect and honor that 
principle. 


The president, who is fighting a hard domestic battle to build the country, 
realizes that he cannot win this battle unless two conditions are met: justice 
for all and respect for a person's integrity. He is therefore concerned about 
both conditions being met. 


The following incident is one of many recurring incidents that are brought to 
our attention and the attention of our journalists by the mail that we receive. 
This one, however, is different because the person who was involved in it sent 
us all the documents that confirm that his account of the incident was accurate. 


This is a fourth year student at the College of Medicine of ‘Ayn Shams 
University. He was standing in line at the emergency ticket window to buy a 
ticket on the express train to Alexandria. That was at 7 a.m., Tuesday, the 4th 
of December. Suddenly, an officer in the armed forces, wearing his military 
uniform--he was a captain--approached the window. He wanted to break the line 
and buy a ticket for his wife before all the people who had been standing in 
line to buy tickets. 


When a professor employed at the University of Alexandria tried to call the 
officer's attention to the need for discipline and respect for those who were 
standing in line, he was subjected to the most vile insults. The officer came 
close to attacking the professor who, preferring to maintain his self-respect, 
withdrew from this confrontation with the officer. 


The medical student at 'Ayn Shams University, who was first in line, says that 
he refused to give up his right to buy his ticket first, before everybody else. 
He was therefore insulted by the officer's wife and slapped by the officer. The 
student's prescription glasses were broken, and blood covered his face. The 
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officer continued to beat the student "until I was covered with blood and reli 
to the floor. I was unconscious when an ambulance took me to the public hospital 
in Bulaq where I remained in critical condition for three days." 


The student requested sick leave from the university, and he was referred to the 
medical commissioner. After he was examined Dr Husayn al-Sharif wrote a report 
in which he stated, "After examining [Mr]... it was found that he was suffering 
from severe headaches and post-concussion symptoms. He requires treatment and 
follow-up for 3 weeks." 


This is the first aspect of the painful story that may have other aspects to it 
which we will have to go back to later. The point we are raising today is one 
about a general principle: the principle whose application the president has 
called for. The president said tnat no favors are to be extended to anyone, and 
no group is to receive favorable treatment at the expense of another. The 
president said that we have to have a general commitment to protect the dignity 
of a human being above and beyond that protection which is required by law. 


When we become engaged in such irresponsible conduct--the conduct of those who 
think they come from a different class of people and who think they have the 
right to beat up others--we forget that we are in a society where each 
individual is carryir.g burdens on his shoulders that giants cannot carry. We 
forget that the only way we can get rid of those burdens is to work togethe: 
constructively with affection, fraternity, justice and equality. It is for this 
reason that the president took it upon himself to call for adherence to these 
principles. This student who was attacked without cause states, "When I, a 
fourth year medical student who committed no crime am beaten up after having 
devoted my life to my studies and education, and after having worked hard and 
endured hardships all my life in school and at the university, can I be blamed 
if I were to...?" 


There is no need for me to mention the indignant remarks the student made in his 
letter. I am confident that every reader knows what he said. 


For the time being let us ask this question: Is there no way to stop those who 
live at the expense of people's dignity? 
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JPRS-NEA-—8 5-025 
16 February 1985 


EGYPT 


FUNDS TO BE ALLOCATED FOR RAFAH REFUGEES 
TA251315 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 25 Jan 85 p 14 
[Report by political correspondent Yosi Melman] 


[Text] Egypt has agreed to transfer to Israel some $6-$7 million for the pur- 
pose of rehabilitating Palestinian refugees who live on the Egyptian side of 
the border in the vicinity of Rafah. 


An agreement in principle to this effect was given to Israel by Muhammad 
Basyuni, the Egyptian charge d'affaires in Tel Aviv, and it will be approved 
in the meeting between representatives of the two countries scheduled to be- 
gin next Sunday in Beersheba. 


The sum offered by Egypt is based on UNWRA calculations, which figure approx- 
imatley $800 per person. This sum is meant to allow Israel to absorb about 
6,000 Palestinians and rehabilitate them in the refugee camp known as the 
“Canada Camp." 


These refugees have been separated from the other inhabitants of the camp 
ever since the border in this area was determined in accordance with the 1982 
peace agreement. 


Israel has in the past offered to change the new border line to solve the 
problem, but the Egyptians refused. It now appears that in exchange they con- 
sent to solving another "humanitarian issue" and will permit Israel to search 
for the missing crew of the "Daqar" submarine and 19 soldiers missing in battles 
in Egypt and the Sinai during the 6-Day War and the Yom Kippur War. 


These issues will be raised in addition to the main problem of introducing an 


MFO unit to the Tabah area. U.S. Government observers will also participate 
in the 3-day talks. 
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lo February 1985 


EGYPT 


JOURNALIST HITS EXECUTION OF SUDANESE ISLAMIC LEADER 
PM301155 Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 23 Jan 85 p 3 
[Ahmad Baha‘ al-Din article: "Executing the Good Sudanese” ] 


[Text] A court in Khartoum has sentenced to death an 80-year-old man called 
Mahmud Muhammad Taha and four of his colleagues. After an appearance of 
under an hour before the court, without a defense lawyer, the death sentence 
was passed on the five men. Two days later the old man was hanged in front 
of his four colleagues. 


Muhammad Mahmud Taha is an old preacher of Islam and the leader of a group 
known as the Islamic Republicans [al-jumhuriyun al-Islamiyun]. It is a very 
small group, and scarcely anybody who visited Sudan ever heard of it. But I 
met the man about 20 years ago, and I have read his leaflets and writings, 

but I was not convinced by what he was saying. But there is no doubt about 
the simplicity of the man, his good-heartedness, and great sincerity in spread- 
ing the call of Islam within the limits of his knowledge and capabilities. 
This was long before the people heard of an officer called Ja'far Numayri. 
Throughout the successive regimes this believer never bothered anybody, any 
regime, or any government in Sudan, neither he nor his small group. 


But when President Numayri announced his unilateral decision to apply the 
Islamic Shari'ah as he sees it, this man stood up in the mosque--probably 
likening himself to the woman who once argued with Prince of the Faithful 
‘Umar ibn-al-Khattab in the mosque-~-and tried to argue with President Ja'far 
Numayri. But he was prevented from talking and was arrested. This happened 
several months ago. 


The objection of the man who devoted 40 years of his life to advocating the 
application of the Islamic Shari'ah in Sudan was to the "method" of applica- 
tion and to the view as regards how far social conditions in the country per- 
mit the institution of punishment by amputating hands and feet. It appears 
that during detention he stood by his views. God only knows what he under- 
went before he was taken to court with four of his colleagues all of whom were 
sentenced to death on alleged sedition charges. He was executed despite the 
public and secret intervention of many Islamic countries. He was executed 

in front of his four colleagues to force them to denounce him or meet the 
same fate. 











This report was the lead item in the BBC news bulletin. My feeling of sorrow 
for the man is equaled by my sorrow for the tragic view the world will take 
when it hears that this is the verdict of Islam and that this is the way the 
Islamic shari'ah is applied. Who says that the Islamic world is innocent of 
what some Muslims do to others? 


What is the view of all the Islamic groups in Egypt, which are widely influ- 
ential in the Arab world, on what happened in this case? 


I believe that they have a special responsibility to give their views frankly 
and publicly. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


EGYPT 


CURRENT PUBLISHING SITUATION DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 15 Dec 84 p 12 
[Editorial by Muhsin Muhammad: "From the Heart" ] 


[Text] The journalistic climate has changed in recent years to a much better 
climate, but obstacles are still found. From the financial point of view, 
the importing of printing presses was banned in Egypt for a long time, on the 
claim that the presses that existed at that time were sufficient for Fgypt's 
needs. 


That resulted in the Egyptian press, from the standpoint of printing, falling 
behind the press of Europe and the Arab world. When the importation of 
presses was permitted, the professionals had left Egypt, searching for better 
offers and wages, and training takes a long time. 


On the other hand, the newspapers of Egypt wanted to make up for lost time 
and, consequently, faced huge financial burdens for which the resources of 
all newspapers were not sufficient, in light of the shortfall in advertising 
revenue resulting from the pressure on the public sector's advertising bud- 
gets. That was due to European advertising going to the Arab world with its 
oil wealth, while Arab advertising went to its own domestic press. 


Egypt's press still suffers from problems of customs duties on printing equip- 
ment and paper, as well as the accumulation of other taxes. These are prob- 
lems that require an urgent and speedy solution, so that the press can broaden 
its horizons with Arab and regional editions and increase its international 
editions. 


Regarding new newspapers that have been issued licenses by the Supreme Press 
Council, we find that the majority of the new papers are sports papers, which 
gain circulation as a result of the sports renaissance, the victories in 
sports competitions and the encouragement of Dr ‘Abd-al-Ahad Jamal-al-Din to 
sports journalists, as well as the new sports money and regulations that will 
allow changes in the sports leadership, which has been in power for a long 
time. This should be done, since tuey have been anxious to maintain and en- 
sure their seats throughout the long periods of their leadership, in order 

to ensure electing those that benefit from the present situation. 
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Media associations and organizations have found it possible to obtain licenses 
for new magazines, but these magazines have not done as well as they should 
have. they have not gained circulation, because they need subsidizing which 
has not been available to them. It would only be available if the national 
press helps them or if these specialized magazines were established by the 


national press. 


There are still financial and procedural restrictions preventing the estab- 
lishment of new newspapers and magazines. These restrictions must be reduced 
or eliminated. The new generation wants newspapers that speak for them, other 
than the opposition newspapers, because the youth are not joining the opposi- 
tion parties and do not want to join any party. 


The oppcsition press remains. Some of the writers and those responsible for 
these papers think that the way to financial self-independence can only be 
ybtained through increased circulation. Therefore, we find that some of the 
columns are premised on irresponsible freedom, which might not be in accord 
with our contemporary political, international and economic circumstances. 


One question remains: 
How can we help the opposition press, with its volition and despite itself? 
\ll of this can only be achieved through constructive dialogue, which will 


begin soon, and in which all the parties and leadership within the press it- 


seit should participate. 


“ 
No 





JPRS-NEA-85~025 
16 February 1985 


EGYPT 


HIGH DAM'S ABILITY TO WITHSTAND EARTHQUAKES ASSERTED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 22 Dec 84 p 8 


[Article: "'Isam Radi Announces in Aswan: "The High Dam is Completely Sound; 
the Region Is Calm and Earthquakes Do Not Constitute a Threat To the Dam" ] 


[lext] Aswan--Engineer 'Isam Radi, the minister of irrigation, announced that 
the High Dam is completely sound and that there is no reason to worry about 
threats to its structure from earthquakes. He said that studies had confirmed 
that neither the quantity of water in the lake formed by the High Dam, nor its 
water level, constitutes a factor which will have any effect on seismological 
activity in the region. The geological features of the region in which the 
High Dam is situated are good. Compared with other regions throughout the 
world it is, seismologically, relatively quiet. The possibility of tremors 
does not pose a danger. 


The minister made a field visit to the area of the High Dam accompanied by 
seismologists. They inspected the structure of the dam, the anterior canal, 
the electric generator station, the inspection passages and the rear surfaces. 


The minister attended the second conference of the international advisory 

group which consists of international specialists, at which he reviewed studies 
and research on seismological activity in the region carried out by the High 
Dam Authority in cooperation with the American consulting company, the geolog- 
ical survey authority and the Seismological Observation Institute in Hulwan. 


Engineer ‘Ali Khalifah, head of the High Dam Authority, announced that during 
the next 3 months Egyptian and foreign specialists will construct a miniature 
model of the High Dam out of the same rocks used to construct the body of the 
dam. This model will be subjected to all of the most extreme stresses which 
an earthquake might be expected to cause to the body of the High Dam. This 
will be done in a laboratory in San Francisco. 


He added that the next meeting of the international advisory committee would 
be held in the United States in 6 months. At that meeting a final report will 
be drafted on the seismological studies in the High Dam region. 
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UNRATIONED MEAT AT HIGHER PRICE PROPOSED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 26 Dec 84 p 5 
[Editorial by ‘Ali al-Maghrabi: "Every Day"] 


[Text] The meat market these days is a buyer's market. Sale prices are falling 

in the local market and in markets abroad. Local production is on the increase, 

and cattle farmers are now complaining because governorate agencies that are 
supposed to take delivery of cattle under the terms of the direct contracts thev 
have with those agencies are dragging their feet and are not taking delivery of 
the required number they are obligated to deliver. Cattle farmers are | 
complaining because this foot dragging is hurting them since the cattle lose 

weight if they are not delivered on time after they reach their maximum weight. 

It is no secret to anyone that sale prices for meat fell in the world market 

even though January and December are the two months during which shipments are 

delayed due to weather conditions which the market in Europe has to contend 

with. 


But despite all that consumers have not yet seen any benefits, and prices have 
remained unchanged. Meat prices did not fall. Although the price for one kilo- 
gram of meat did not i'all, meat prices have remained stable, and that price 
Stability was the only thing that benefited consumers. 


I am revealing no secret when I say that Dr Muhammad Naji Shatlah, the minister 
of supply, is engaged these days in studying the enforcement of a new distribu- 
tion system for subsidized meat. A high-level committee has been formed for that 
purpose. The committee, which is headed by Sayyid al-Masri, has set up 1,500 
outlets for putting the new experiment into application. 


This means that there will be areas where imported meats will be sold at sub- 
Ssidized prices. Each person who has a green ration card will be able to buy a 
monthly ration of that meat. As far as I know that ration will not exceed four 
kilograms. 


Red meat is still the main dish on the Egyptian dinner table; it is the prin- 
cipal ingredient in an Egyptian family's meal. The situation now is such that an 
important element is required. That element will have an impact on the prices of 
other goods. It is on that basis that I think a decision ought to be made to 
allow meat companies and government-owned consumer grocery stores to import red 
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meats above and beyond the quota that is set by the government and imported by 
the Authority for Supply Commodities, which imports 100,000 tons a year. These 
imported meats would be sold at specific locations at a free market price. 
According to experts' estimates, that price will not exceed 150 piasters. This 
meat would be sold without ration cards and the price would not be subsidized. 
Companies will make a profit, and they will compete with the private sector, and 
that is what we want. As a consumer I would pay 150 piasters to buy one kilogram 
of meat. All consumers would join me in this. We can thus be spared the lines 
that we have to wait in, and people on fixed incomes can get some fiancial 
relief. 
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SUDAN 


VARIOUS DISSIDENTS CONDEMN, CASTIGATE REGIME 


Loss of Independence Deplored 
London AL-NDUSTUR in Arabic ‘‘o 356, 7 Jan 85 p 29 


[Text] The basic motivation behind this special issue which AL-DUSTUR is 
presenting on the occasion of the 29th year of the independence of the Sudan 
is to answer the following relentlessly nagying question: 


What is left of independence? 


The Sudan received its independence on 1 January 1956 and on that date en- 
tered into independence through the gate of democracy. 


Now that these years have gone by, one is greatly saddened to find that the 
baton of the “field marshal" has turned back the hands of the clock and that 
democracy, freedom and economic security are now dreams which dreamers en- 
tertain, and for whose sake fighting men engage in combat, while they had 
been an integral part of the picture of independence three decades ago. 


Once again, we ask: 

What is left of independence? 

Who is responsible for what has been squandered, and will be squandered? 
What is to be done? 


In this special issue we will try to answer these questions through a series 
of interviews and political and economic reports which we hope will help 
clarify the features of the picture of what is happening in a fighting Arab 
country which ought to have been the breadbasket of the Arab nation but 
here, with the million square miles which make up its area, is in a state of 
hunger, and where the terrorization of its citizens has become a platform of 
government and a platform of rule. 
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View of al-Mahdi's Followers 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 356, 7 Jan 85 pp 30-32 
[Article by '‘Umran Muhammad] 


[Text] Military coups have caused the Sudan to lose its independence: this 
is what al-Sayyid Wali-al-Din al-Hadi al-Mahdi, member of the Sudanese Peo- 
ple's Grouping command and leader of the partisans of Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi, 
declared in a meeting AL-DUSTUR had with him on the occasion of the anniver- 
sary of the Sudan's independence. Al-Sayyid Wali-al-Din linked the military 
coups that governed the Sudan between 1958 and 1964 (the period of Lt Cen 
Ibrahim ‘Abbud’*s coup, which the October revolution swept away), with the 
second coup, led by Col al-Numayri at that time, on grounds that the respon- 
sibility for depriving the Sudan of its sovereignty and consequently its 
independence lies on those two. Numayri'’s coup in 1969 undermined the Su- 
dan's independence to a more extensive degree, and it no longer possesses 
its own will. 


At the beginning, we asked al-Sayyid Wali about independence and the stri 
gle for independence, and where the conditions of the Sudan are now, afte 
its 29 years of independence. 


it 
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With a rapid reading of the history of the Sudan, al-Sayyid Wali-al-Din re- 
plied, "The history of the struggle for independence reflects the authenti- 
city of the people of the Sudan over the years. If we look at examples out 
of this history, which has been filled with acts of heroism, we will find 
that the al-Mahdist revolution (1880-1898) was the first revolution by a 
third world people which managed to wrest freedom for its people and make 
the country independent of the clutches of foreigners. The revolution paid 
many martyrs as the price for that. However, colonialism conspired once a- 
gain, the Sudan bore grievous consequences and the Sudanese paid thousands 
of martyrs in the battles of Karari, al-Shakabah, and Umm Dubaykirat as a 
price for preserving the Sudan's independence. The people of the Sudan con- 
tinued to pay that price until they received their independence once again 
in 1956. 


"T am reminded now of the conversation which took place between the condomi- 


nium authorities and the Imam ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahdi when he was told that 
the continuation of the condominium rule in the Sudan was on behalf of its 
people's welfare and to provide the food, clothing and so forth they re- 


quired. The Imam ‘Abd-al-Rahman's answer was that the welfare of animals 
lies in their food and drink, but the welfare of humans lies in their free 
dom. Now in the Sudan our situation is to suffer from a shortage of the 
former and absence of the latter. 


"As regards the second part of the question, after political independence 
there was no political stability where the country could be blessed with its 
independence and reap its fruits in terms of social progres economic de 
velopment, and other matters which are of concern to the masses of the 5S 
nese people and give independence its true dimensions. Kepgard ong the 
political stability I referred to, Lt Gen Ibrahim ‘Abdbud he Lit 








coup whose entire history was repression of the masses throughout the entire 
6 years, until, God be praised, the October revolution cane, with hope that 
there would be a government which would hold onto the gains of the Sudanese 
people, preserve their basic freedoms, give political independence its di- 
mensions, and realize how much of what the Sudanese people had gained was 
lost. Hopes continued to be fixed on the October revolution, in spite of the 
struggles and problems which came to the fore. These were struggles which 
arose from bodies and persons whose focus was concentrated on personal gain. 
October was an opportunity to save the nation and an opportunity for the 
people who cared about its interests to help in that. Then a new military 
coup occurred in May 1969, eliminating what the people had managed to a- 
chieve during the period of freedom and democracy, that is, the period be- 
tween 1964 and 1969. That was followed by the shedding of the blood of the 
people of the Sudan. The May ceup brought major dissension and spilled the 
blood of the people of the Sudan, and this dissension has continued to this 
day. The coup has continued to repress the people's freedoms, render them 
homeless and imprison them and has engaged in everything that is to be con- 
sidered contrary to people's rights to a life of dignity." 


AL-DUSTUR: So the mi*’itary coups deprived the Sudan of its independence? 


Wali-al-Din: The military coups which have dominated the regime have de- 
prived the Sudan of its independence. The fact is that the people suffered 
greatly from the first military regime, ‘Abbud's regime, and there are many 
features of similarity between the first and the second coup, but a differ- 
ence in degree. The second military regime, Numayri's regime, is more vi- 
cious in its repression of the people, sheds more blood, is more destructive 
of all national rights and is also more destructive of the economy. In addi- 
tion to that, it has squandered the sovereignty and independence of the Su- 
dan, because a forei¢:n power is present there. The United States of America 
is present in the Sudan with its materiel, its policies and its support for 
the May regime, so that independent views will not return to the country, 
all this because of the people in power now. The Sudan has come to resemble 
a puppet in the hands of foreign bodies. The stands the authorities take no 
longer are connected by any ties to the Sudan or its people and they no 
longer speak for it. In this regard, it is enough for us to remind one of 
the Sudanese authorities’ position on the rights of the Palestinian people 
and its revolution. It is enough for us to point out that America is a 
friend of Israel's. It is enough for us to remind people of the Sudanese 
authorities’ support for the peace apreements the Egyptian regime signed 
with Israel. The Sudanese people have rejected all this and resisted it. If 
the Sudan had been an independent country, it would not hav? supported the 
Egyptian regime in its agreement with Israel. Everyone knows that the Sudan 
is known for the genuineness of its people's positions governing all the 
liberation movements in the world, not to nention their position on the Pa- 
lestinian liberation movement, on grounds that they are of their essence and 
an integral part of them, and the affiliation and destiny are the sane. 


AL~DUSTUR: Since military coups have deprived the Sudan of its sovereignty, 
what should be the armed forces’ role in stopping what the adventures of 
people who come to power then destroy the national and ethnic orientation of 
the people of the Sudan have caused? 





Wali-al-Din: Unfortunately, both coups which have governed the Sudan were 
under the command of officers from the army, and what they have done to the 
people of the Sudan does not speak for the army, since that is the army of 
the Sudan and a defender which has given it protection. The uprisings and 
the attempts made by officers of the army, who refuse to have the army stand 
in confrontation with the people, are only proof of their intentions toward 
the nation. 


The army's hoped-for role is to rid the Sudanese people of these coups, 
which have assumed the character of fascist dictatorships and stripped them 
of their independence and freedom. Consequently, the role of the armed for- 
ces is to stand on the side of the will of the people, since the army is 
part of this people. Therefore, the responsibility of saving the country 
lies in collective solidarity among the various sectors of the people, in- 
cluding the army. In this regard, the October revolution involved a genuine 
expression of the role of the army, when the people made their revolution 
against 'Abbud*s coup. The army chose to stand alongside the people, not the 
rulers. Those who are now standing against the people, who are few, do not 
cepresent the Sudanese army in any way. 


AL=DUSTUK: It is well known that the Ansar, under your leadership, are 
the political forces of the Sudanese People's Grouping, which is opposed to 
al-Numayri's policies. How do you evaluate this grouping, since you are one 
of its leaders? 


Wali~al-Din: We consider that it represents all the ranks of the Sudanese 
people. Therefore, it is the biggest opposition grouping on the Sudanese 
stage at present, and also the most active, through political activity in- 
side and outside the Sudan. It is a grouping in the form of an alliance that 
is committed to the causes of the nation, and all the parties taking part in 
it are serious in their intentions to save the Sudanese people from the 
ordeal they are suffering from. Therefore, the grouping has responsibilities 
juties toward the nation and the people which it must perform as fully 
as possible. These duties and responsibilities arise from the situation the 
sudan is going through now. 
AL-DUSTUR: We observe that many people's uprisings have taken place in the 
sudan, including the January 1982 uprising, in the course of whose eruption 
the Sudanese People's Grouping declared its own genesis. Was this uprising a 
unifying factor for the Sudanese political forces in the direction of orga- 
nizing the opposition movement? If that was the case, do you consider "hat 
the Sudanese People's Grouping is a new format for action on the basis of a 
front which was not previously pursued in the Sudanese opposition's activi- 


Wali-al-Din: Yes, that was the case. As for the second part of the question, 
the grouping's activity, in my opinion, is an extension of the activity of 
the Sudanese National Front which existed previously and was opposed to the 
regime. However, there is a difference between the National Front and the 
Sudanese People's Grouping, in terms of technical format; and there is also 
the difference in seriousness. The National Front was a way of emerging from 
the crisis in the opposition and at the same time putting an end to the 
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regime, but this approach led to what was called the national reconciliation 
in a way which was not serious, not honorable and not satisfactory to the 
Sudanese people. This was because soine of the front leaders were not serious 
about continuing the effort and having a feeling for the cause on whose 
behalf we were in opposition. Therefore, there was a shortcoming on the part 
of some of the leaders of the front, which resulted in the disruption of the 
front and disclosure of its secrets. However, praise to God, the birth of 
the Sudanese People's Grouping should be considered to mark a remedy of the 
errors and disasters which arose froa the National Front experiment, and 
therefore the extent of the responsibility placed upon the shoulders of the 
Sudanese People's Grouping, with all its bodies, parties, groupings and na- 
tionalist personalities joined together in alliance, in the hope of arriving 


at the desired goal sooner or later, God willing, is reaffirmed. 


AL-DUSTUR: You mentioned previously that the Sudanese People's Grouping is 
the biggest united opposition force. Yowever, nowadays statements are being 
whispered by parties outside the grouping claiming that the opposition is 
united. What does that mean? 


Wali-al-Din: The fact is that as I mentioned to you the Sudanese People's 

Grouping has its main responsibility of striving for the sought-after goal. 

However, it is natural that bodies and persons should appear, some of whon 

we hold responsible for the failure of the National Front, and we also hold 
¢ ‘ 


them responsible for the weakening of the Sudanese oposition as a whole. 
These "certain people” are now helping to strengthen the ruling regime. 


The thing I would like to stress is that every Sudanese has the right to say 
that he is in opposition and that he is against the regime. The Sudanese 
people have the right to accept him or reject him. However, I would like to 
assert our view, that of those of us who are the partisans of the Imam al- 
Hadi al-Mahdi, regarding those people who claim to be in opposition and try 
to corm new fronts. The goal in this is to strike out at our entity, as the 
Ansa in the first place and also th ther nationalist forces in the 
Sudan. Therefore, we consider them to be people who cooperate directly or 
indirectly with Numayri. In addition, some of the people who utter these 
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claims helped strike out at Aba [sland and Wad Nubawi, and some of them are 
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overtly or covertly connected to Numayri. The important aspect of the matter 
is that these persons have no effect on the opposition movement embodied in 
our movement and our alliance, the Sudanese People's Grouping, and they can- 


not weaken it. Rather, to the contrary, the result will be to strengthen the 
grouping and strengthen the relationship that exists among the parties to 


it. 


AL-DUSUKR: There are many bodies which are trying to exploit the name of the 
Ansar in their political activity. In your capacity as leader of the 
Ansar of Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi, what is your position regarding these 


entities? 


Wali-al-Din: We consider that these bodies have broken their promises and 
have stood against Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi, and have stood against him, and 
against what he stood for, up te now. Therefore we have assumed our distance 
from them and have taken our present position regarding the issues of the 





Partisans and the nation, proceeding along the imam's road. We bore respon- 
sibility until God ended a matter which had been finished with. The 
dispute between us and them is not a personal one, not a family one and not 
an emotional one, but rather one governing principles on specific issues and 
policies. First among these was what Imam al-Hadi stood for; no other stand 
arises from us, nor do we arise from any other stand; even in our alliance 
with friends, parties and all political organizations, this position of ours 


_ 


is clear. 


Imam al-Hadi's position on the regime and Aba was clear from the beginning. 
The political grouping which existed at that time was “the alliance which 
was on the side of the imam, which included al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, repre- 
senting the Democratic Unionist Party, and other organizations and fi- 
gures," which were committed in sound ways to positive opposition and the 
demand for the rights of the Sudanese. However, the regime committed ag- 
gression against innocent people all of a sudden and the bloodshed that hap- 
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pened happened. 


, everyone heading up the command of the Partisans, by whom I mean 
the people who were responsible during the democratic era, al-Sadiq al-Mahdi 
or Ahmad al-Mahdi, were not loyal to the imam, for the reason that the meth- 
od they followed regarding the national issue, the issue of the imam and the 
issue of the n at Aba and Wad Nubawi, up to this time, their method 
has not been compatible with loyalty to the imam, but rather seeks leader- 
ti any support in terms of rights. 


On the alleeation that there is advice from the imam, no such advice existed 
so that these people could ask to lead and assume the position of the imam 


of the We consider all this to be disruptive and unfair to the 
ima » them applies his almighty statement, "Those who swear fealty to 
thee swear fealty in truth te God; God's hand is over their hands. Then 


whosoever breaks his oath breaks it against himself; and whoso fulfils his 
a 


covenant made with God, God will give him a great wage.” That is a true 


< tater ent 7 ‘reat 70d 's. 


AL-DUSTUR: » you have further advice for the A it 
Wali-al-Din: I would like to tell the masses of the Ansar, in partic 
lar, and the Sudanese people in general, that the matter of the absence of 


[mam al-Hadi is unclear, and therefore, until the matter becomes clear, we 
are committed to the oath of loyalty to him. Therefore I advise the An- 
sar and everyone who is committed to his sath of loyalty to the Imam al- 
Hadi that they should avoid all other oaths of loyalty to anyone else, whe- 
ther from the house of the al~Mahdi or from outside it. After the issue 

s clear, the people will pledge loyalty to whomever they pledge it to, 
and will choose whomever they choose. In this regard, the issue must be 
r and the warning decisive, because the issue here is related to peo- 
s responsibility before their lord. On this subject, the tradition of 
he prophet (on whom be God's prayers and peace) is clear, and if the pledge 
of loyalty is made to the imam and there is someone else who competes with 
him, the prophet has ordered us to beat the neck of the other; so what 
should we say about someone who has opposed and fought against the imam? 
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Through this statement, I will have satisfied my conscience, and the others 
must perform their responsibilities, avoid this strife and adopt proper po- 
sitions in a manner that does not infringe on their religion. 


It can tell those who seek to lead anl assiune the position of the imam that 
the matter of the existence, or the martyrdom, of the Imam al~lladi is soue- 
thing that has not been made clear either by the people who seek leadership 
or by any other body. Otherwise, let them produce proof. Their failure to 
produce proof is something that contradicts what they want to obtain, that 
is, the leadership of the Ansar. We cannot accept that, and therefore we 
have taken our present position and are seeking to solve pending questions 
by means whie’: God will create in the future, sooner or later. That is a 
crucial matter as far as we all are concerned, domestically and abroad, es- 
pecially since we are proceeding Mie vig + vaciod of testing, indeed strife, 
and people must be patient and persevere. We ask God to stand and persevere 
as thoroughly as possible, in the effort to solve these issues quickly, God 
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AL-DUSTUR: The above prompts us to talk about the release of al-Sadig al- 
Mahdi and his group from prison, Asorrtally since Numayri told the newspaper 
AL-WATAN a few days ago that he would not release them until they became 
proper citizens. Does this mean that 4 new agreement has been ade between 
al-Sadiq and Numayri, or is it an attempt on Numayri's part to satisfy the 
European countries with which al-Sadiq has connections? 


Wali-al-Din: Some time ago, we heard that Numayri had stated that he would 
not release al-Sadiq, out of fear on his part that he would be killed, and 
that he would not try him, out of fear that he would be executed, since he 
has been accused of atheism. We have also heard that Numayri has released 
him! When we hear statements from Numayri such as those which appeared in 
the Kuwaiti newspaper AL-WATAN, that does not amaze us because it confirms 
what we believe, that there is an agreement between the two persons, and 
there also is an agreement between the two of them which a major country has 
been overseeing for a long time. We cannot read the unknown, but time will 
reveal the facts in their basic form to people. 


The regime cannot release someone the way al-Sadiq was released unless that 
person changes his position. 


As to whether the regime intends, by releasing al-Sadiq, to divert the peo- 
ple, that will not deceive the Sudanese people. What has been heard is that 
there is a specific American policy to bring some individuals and organiza- 
tions together to constitute a fraudulent alternative to Numayri, and at the 
same time the opposition movement whose activity has started to increase 
will be coopted. 


Ba'thist Spokesman's Exhaustive Indictment 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 356, 7 Jan 85 pp 36-41 


[Article by Khaldun al-Sham'ah] 


[Text] AL-DUSTUR hald this comprehensive interview in Paris with Mr Badr-al- 
Nin Mudaththir, secretary of the organization of the Arab Socialist Ba'th 











Party (Sudanese region) toward the end of last month. It had the goal of 
placing the cause of the Sudan in its appropriate political, e 

social framework. Therefore, the dialogue is not confined to being an at- 
tempt to reconstitute a picture of an Arab country by means of a critica! 
program alone, but rather, in its totality, is a comparative study which 
will seek to interpret the comprehensive notion of independence from more 
than one position and perspective. 


AL-DUSTUR: In the light of the current political, economic and social situa- 
tion, how do you evaluate independence today? 


Badr-al-Din Mudaththir: Although the question would suffice as a title for a 
whole lecture, I will try to answer some aspects of it briefly, apologizing 
for any disruption that arises or neglect of certain aspects of the subject 
Nur country received its political independence on 1 January 1956 in the 
course of a severe, bitter struggle filled with sacrifices and paved with 
the blood of martyrs and the sacrifices of fighting men, starting with the 
al-Mahdist revolution and its struggle against Turkish colonialism, then 
passing through the upheaval of ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Latif and his comrades the he- 
roes of the 24 movement, the conference of the graduates, the struggle of 
the political parties and the union movement and the resistance to colonial 
projects for constitutional development, such as the consultative assemb! 
for the northern Sudan and the legislative society, which had the poal 
dividing up the country end postponing giving it independence until the enc 


of this century. Therefore, the masses of our people attached broad hopes to 
national rule, and it was their dream that independence should assume its 
profound national and domestic democratic, social and economic dimensio: 

and content. However, most unfortunately, the traditional national movement 
in our country entered the stage of crisis on the verge of attaining politi 
cal independence with the splitup of the traditional national movement par- 


ty, the National Federal Party, into two parties. The political movement, 
with its right, center and Marxist left, failed to give concrete form t 
progressive national and domestic program which would grasp the goals of Line 
time and make independence a real turning point in the life of the masses 
and their actual condition, which was plagued with backwardness, national 
fragmentation, economic and political subordination to colonialism, and the 
dominance by the semi-feudalist and bourgeois reactionary forces of the 
country's assets and destiny. Therefore, the national struggle itself en 
tered a stage of crisis and setbacks, and these forces failed to preserve 
the Liberal democracy which the backward reactionary forces were not able to 
live with and through which they were unable to impose their program. There 
fore, in 1958, the banner was handed over to the military bureaucratic wing, 
which imposed the reactionary right's economic and social program and tied 
our country to the wheel of neocolonialism through dictatorship, oppression 
and terror. When the masses transcended the whole political movement and tly 
people's October revolution burst out in 1964, the conspiracy of the reac- 
tionary right, under the leadership of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and al-Turabi's 
group, and their effort to continue its program in economic, social and p 
litical terms and maintain the connection with the imperialist forces, the 
isolation of our country from the movement of the Arab striiggle, along wit 
the burial of the fledgling democracy, and the imposition of civilian ¢ 
torship, this platform led to the provision of objective circumstances | 








the occurrence of the 25 May 1969 revolution. In addition, the mistakes of 
the Sudanese Communist Party, its lack of strategic perspective, and the 
absence of the platform and traditions of a front within it played a large 
part in preventing the establishment of a progressive national, democratic 
front which could stand up to the ; rogram of the reactionary right and its 
defeat in the two periods of the first military rule and the years after 
October 1964. 


The dictatorial one-man 25 May regime, whose dominance over our country has 
lasted for more than half the period of national rule, is a distillation of 
the platform and program of the reactionary right. This regime has conse- 
crated our country's connection with and subordination to American imperial- 
ism, which has come economically and politically to govern the destiny of 
Our country. In addition, the regime's pursuit of the capitalist system of 
development and its subjection to the conditions of the foreign multination- 
al companies has resulted in the spoliation of the country's resources, the 
destruction of its economy and its inundation with foreign debts, to the 
point where they now amount to about $14 billion, which has caused the Paris 
Club, which includes the Sudan's creditor countries, to control the coun- 
try's economic policies, as the finance minister of the previous regime, 
Ibrahim Mun'im Mansur, who is presenting his regime's budget for this year, 
has admitted. The intervention by the International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the Paris Club group to reduce the value of the Sudanese pound a 
number of times in past years, until its value came to 10 percent of its 
value in 1969, is not far from people's minds. The Paris Club, in 1978, also 
demanded that the regime suspend development projects, later obligating  * 
to remove all sorts of subsidies from consumer goods. Numayri's regime has 
also yielded to the instructions of the World Bank and the Paris Club group 
by breaking up the public sector and turning its institutions over to the 
private, foreign and local sector, one after the other. The Sudanese Air- 
lines organization has been ae most recent victim of these instructions, 
and other organizations are on the way, including all the projects of the 
Industrial Development Authority. In addition, steps are being accelerated 
to break up the al-Jazirah project, the greatest project of the public sec- 
tor, now that it has become inundated with debts, to the point where its 
indebtedness to the banking system had reached 114 million pounds. From its 
establishment until recently, that had been the country's main source of 
hard currency, and its profits were a major source of government financing. 
On the basis of the directives of the Paris Club, a number of investment 
laws were issued, which all were devoted to serving the interests of foreign 
investors and to enabling them to usurp the country's resources while no 
actual progress was realized along the road to development. The economic 
platform of Numayri's regime has swamped the country with foreign debts 
without any real compensation in the context of development and economic 
progress, since annual per capita income, accompanied by the constant de- 
cline in the buying power of the pound, has dropped at terrifying rates, in 
the midst of deceptive slogans about development, while government services 
of different kinds offered to the citizens have deteriorated, all the orga- 
nizations of the public sector are now stagnant and living on borrowing from 
the banking system, and rates of inflation have greatly increased, to the 
point where the picture of annual inflation has come to about 50 percent. 











The country has started to experience successive crises in the provision of 
necessary consumer goods and enersy products, and matters have reached the 
point where drought has spread in the Eastern Region and the regions of 
Darfur and Kordofan. The crushing economic crisis and the atmosphere of dic- 
tatorial terror have resulted in the country's loss of most competent per- 
sons, technically and vocationally skilled persons and skilled labor, since 
the number of expatriates, as the chairman of the State Security Agency es- 
timated to the Saudi newspaper AL-MADINAH on 13 September 1984, now totals 
million. This all shows the failure of the economic prograin of Numayri's 
cegime and the gravity and the results of economic subordination to American 
imperialism. This is in the context of the present which people are experi- 
encing. The gravity of the regime's economic platform in the context of the 
future is ambodied in its enabling multinational foreign companies to plun- 
der the country's underground resources through unfair agreements, indeed 
agreements that ere more unfair than the ones the oil companies imposed in 
the twenties and thirties of this century. The most conspicuous examples of 
these are the agreenent signed with the American Chevron Company, by virtue 
of which the latter has had a monopoly of oil exploration and projection 
over 20 percent of Sudanese land area, and the agreemeat signed with the 
Sigma conpanv, by virtue of which that has monopolized oil explocation in 
the remaining territory. This is on the one hand; on the other, the invast- 
ments made in the area of mechanized farming have led to damage to the soil 
and the environment and have played a major part in accelerating and exacer- 
bating the cycle of desert encroachment in the country. This is on top of 
stating that swamping the country by this volume of foreign debts has 11- 
mited the country's ability to set out on the course of development in the 
Future. 


Tn the context of political reality, Numayri's regime has neglected the 
country's national sovereignty and political independence and placed itself 
as a tool in the service of American strategy, to the point where last year 
matters prompted it to allow rapid deployment force maneuvers to be held on 
Sudanese territory. In addition, contrary to the genuine, nationalist posi- 
tion of the masses of our people in the two countries of the Nile Valley, 
the Sudan and Egypt alike, it was one of the first to bless the Camp David 
agreements and called, and still does call, for reconciliation with the Zi- 
onist entity. 


Domestically, in the context of the political situation, the regime, by ap 
propriating democracy and basic freedoms, has turned the country into a big 
prison. For the first time in the history of the country, its security agen- 
cies have introduced techniques of brutally torturing political prisoners. 
In the context of the state security law, the citizens are subject to arrest 
and their homes are subject to investigation, destruction and the terroriza- 
tion of families, women and children without specific judiciary charges. 
They stay in prisons for many years, more than 5 years in the case of some 
prisoners, without being brought to trial or having specific judiciary char- 
ges brought against them. In the context of this law, the limited freedous 
the regime itself had codified in the 1973 constitution were appropriated, 
and the new bill on the judiciary authority has deprived the judiciary of 
its freedom and deprived citizens of their constitutional rights to resort 
to a just independent judici.ry to protect their rights and freedoms. The 











regime has also for its part stripped away freedom of expression, the work- 
ers’ unions have been subjected to fraud in their election results ani have 
been subjected to dissolution, and their leaders are arrested whenever the 
demand their legitimate rights. Recently a law was issued dissolving the 
professional unions. 


In the social context, Numayri's regime has consecrated the drastic breakup 
of Sudanese society into two classes: 


First, a class, limited in number, made up of the bureaucratic bourgeois 
class which is led by the ruling elements, in the form of military and civi- 
lian personnel, in addition to parasitic capitalism, which grew and flour- 
ished under the aegis of the regime in the midst of the climate of financial 
and administrative corruption, in addition to the new millionaires from al- 
Turabi's group, which is deleterious to Islam. This is the group which owns 
everything and whose revenues have been geometrically compounded. Meanwhile, 
the other class, which includes all the other classes of the Sudanese peo- 
ple, is experiencing deprivation of the simplest ingredients of life, and 
its economic conditions are being subjected to constant deterioration as a 
result of blatant inflation, the lack of goods, the spread of the black 
market, the deterioration in the buying power of the Sudanese pound, and its 
exposure to exploitation by parasitic capitalist yroups which control the 
market and prices and monopolize the trade in crons and products of the two 
traditional sectors and the modern one, agricultural, Livestock and manufac- 
tured goods. 


In the context of national unity, the dictatorial nature of the regime, its 
failure to create any developmental transformations in the southern region, 
the unsure progress of its policies and its reliance on tribal struggles and 
lance to maintain its dominance of this region have led to the renewed % 
outbreak of fighting in this beloved part of our country. 


In brief, Numayri's regime has deprived political independence of its con- 
tent and substance and has turned our country into a game in the hands of 
neocolonialism, after it had rid itself of tie old direct colonialism. 


AL-DUSTUR: How do you view the experiment of regional government and to what 
degree does it conform to or conflict with the notion of independence? 


Badr-al-Din Mudaththir: The Arab Socialist Ba'tn Party, as you know, pro- 
ceeds fron a realistic revolutionary scientific national revolutionary ideo- 
logy, and in its nationalist theory grasps regional and national character- 
istics and does not bypass them. Within the regional reality, it grasps re- 
gional and local characteristics. Therefore, the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party 
is the first nationalist party to have propounded, in the early sixties, the 
slogan of regional autonomy for the southern Sudan. The first symposium to 
be held to discuss conditions in the southern Sudan at Khartoum University, 
the inaugural symposium, which ended with the Wednesday 21 October 1964 syn- 
posium, in which al-Qurashi was killed, was the spark of the people's Octo- 
ber revolution, in which the Society of Arab Culture in the university of- 
fered the martyr ‘Abdallah Muhammad ‘Abdd-al-Rahman al-Nur, member of the 
Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, in discussing conditions in the southern Sudan 
and the party's position regarding it. 
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Therefore, the position of the Arab Socialist Ba‘'th Party, Sudanese region, 
On regional rule was not haphazard; rather, it was a genuine position which 
it presented from the first rays of the national socialist current in the 
Sudanese region and continued to assert from that time at its various domes- 
tic conferences and in its political activities, especially in the universi- 
ties and institutes. [t also established it in a carefully-considered form 
in its document which combined the analyses the party issued concerning the 
issues of the national struggle from the time it arose in the Sudanese re- 
gion up to 1973, since, in the document on the Ba'th and the issues of the 
national struggle in the Sudan the following was stated, as part of the 
special chapter on the program of the stage of progressive nationalist revo- 
lution: 


“The effort to apply the formula of self government and elected people's 
assemblies in all provinces of the country and to enable the masses to rule 
themselves by themselves and direct and oversee the specialized agencies of 
the government." 


Our party's position on regional governinent and autonomy is clear and gen- 
uine, since we consider decentralization and regional government a means for 
expanding the base of democratic mass participation, accelerating growth 
rates and developing the social, cultural, health and economic services of- 
fered to the masses. Of course this can be achieved only in the context of a 
democratic regime and a progressive domestic and national program. There- 
fore, we say that what is known as regional government in the context of an 
individual dictatorial regime and a crippled economic, political and social 
prograin such as that of Numayri's regime can lead only to the spread of 
regional and tribal tendencies and the endangerment of the country's nation- 
al unity, since the regime's political bankruptcy and its inability to offer 
the masses real accomplishments on any level impel it to preoc~upy the mass- 
es with regional struggles among regions and tribal struggles within given 
regions, in order to divert tnem from their essential and major issues and 
turn their contradiction with the regime to a contradiction between them and 
their regional governments, which will give the head of the regime an oppor- 
tunity to play the role of intermediary and arbiter in these struggles, 
which it had planned to inflame. Although it is the one that is truly res- 
ponsible for sowing the seeds of the struggles and promoting them as part of 
the game of balance with which it is enamored, Numayri's regime, in actuali- 
ty, is one pole of the struggle and is opposed to the other pole, represent- 
ed by the masses, their domestic and national interests and their democratic 
rights. Regional rule, which has failed to register economic and social a- 
chievements and failed to realize broad participation by the masses in ad- 
ministering the country's affairs, is a bureaucratic and economic burden 
which all the people in the various regions bear, and it is an enlargement 
of the scope of bureaucratic dominance, not a solution to the main problems 
of the masses, which yearn for the administration of their affairs by them- 
selves, the confrontation of backwardness through development and tiie im- 
provement of the social situation through the provision of social, cultural 
and economic services. 


AL—DUSTUR: The wrongful religious platform has had its negative effect on 
areas in which there are non-Moslem 2lements. What is your opinion regarding 
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ning now in the form of the application of disruptive strate- 


Sudan, under various guises? 


daththir: Our party's position on religion, in particular the 


sion, is very clear, since our party considers the Islanic reli-~ 


irit of the Arab nation and the essence of its mission of 
to mankind. This is what the writings of the founder of the 


mrade Mr Michel ‘Aflaq, have expressed since the thirties and ( 
his century, since in a speech of his which he made on 5 April 

uuditorium of the Syrian University, he said, "As longs as the 

Arabhood and [slam are strong, as long as we see in Arabhood a 

irit is Islam, there will then be no scope for fear that the 

to extremes in their nationalism." The following also appeared 

is in 1976: “Our movement, among the distinctive features it 


ls proud 


that its has been a profound view of the spirit of 
man history, and a genuine view of our history and the forna- 


lation. Our movement has done two things in this area: it has 
on, in general form as religion, its legitimate role in the 


and development of mankind, and it has given Islam, the Arab 
human religion, basic status in forming our nationality, not 


spect to the past but also with respect to all time. 


he Arab nation possesses this simplicity, Islam will be the 


ize and the optimum revolutionary movement, in the view of 


nt on the Ba'th and the causes of the Arab struggle in the 


3 Sa 


Statec, on Page 35, "Islam, in addition to its purely reli- 
ispects, has been an intellectual, social and political 
; been oriented toward the development of the positive fea- 
society in particular and human societies in general." Our 
same document, reaches the following conclusion: "The fact is 
ith its intellectual, political and social content, has truly} 
ne und aspirations of the Arabs and the hopes of mankind in 


jas natural that the requirements and means of Arab society for 


2eds should develop with the passage of time, since the emer- 


types of economic, social and intellectual activities will of 


i to the emergence of new political movements which will be ia 
her hese by their nature do not conflict with the basic 

vith the constancy and continuation of its purely reli- 
tern Arab nationalist movement has arisen as a crystal- 


111 the positive aspects in the movement of Arab development and 


13 an extension of the great his‘ oric movement led by Muhammad 


ih, on whoin be God's prayers and peace.” 


|. these clear notions, through its scientific analysis of the 
avri’s regime, our party considers that what is happening in 
10t an application of Islamic law but the trafficking in 
1 the citizens' most cherished sacred assets. Numayri's 


is inundated by its crises and isolated from the masses and 
in itch it does not traffic and whica it does not empty of 
the slogans of progressivism, socialism, Arab unity, 
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national unity and so forth, has applied nothing of Islamic law except to 
traffic in Islam. [t goes without saying that Islam is the opposite of dic- 
tatorship, absolute individual rule, oppression and tyranny, and that the 
greatest conspiracy against Islam is for the authority of its religion, cor- 
ruption and its worms, corrupting worshippers from its highest point to the 
tips of its toes, to rule in its name by force and slander. Everyone has 
observed that the Islamic penalties that have been applied have been applied 
to the poor and the downtrodden, while [slamic penalties have not been ap- 
plied to anyone who has sold the nation, stolen the people’s livelihood and 
committed crimes of corruption and unlawful enrichment, the millionaires in 
the form of parasitic capitalists and pillars of the regime who hold onto 
political power and dominate the market. Therefore the regime is trafficking 
in Islam in order to break up its stifling unity, is trafficking in it ina 
hopeless, unsuccessful attempt to impart the character of "Islamization"” to 
its dictatorial hold over people's lives, its arrogation of the freedom of 
citizens and the qualitative arrests which take place under the aegis of the 
state security law, and is trying vainly to protect itself by Islam, in 
order to cover up the criminal practices its security apparatus engages in 
when it tortures noble fighting persons brutally and depravedly, as happened 
in the case of the heroes Bashir Hammad, al-Jayli ‘Abd-al-Karim, Hatim ‘'Abd- 
al-Mun‘im and ‘Uthman al-Shaykh in the months of last May and June, and as 
is happening now, and has happened since last October, with 33 fighting men 
who were imprisoned on the charge of belonging to the Arab Socialist Ba'th 
Party, who were tortured by being hit, punched, struck with electric wires 
on the head and in sensitive areas and hung by doors and moving windows by 
handcuffs, as well as having their legs tied and pressure put on their tes- 
ticles, being threatened with sexual assault and having members of their 
families arrested and tortured in front of them. The regime is carrying out 
these practices, which are in no way connected to Islam, and it is trying to 
give people the illusion that it is founded on Islamic law, in order to 
conceal its loathesome face. 


At the same time, the regime's distorted presentation of the pure religion 

of Islam stirred up the resentment of non-Moslem elements in the south of 

the Sudan when it declared that the provisions of Islamic law would be ap- , 
plied in the southern Sudan, and after a while turned around and retreated 

from that. That in itself is a conspiracy against Islam and national unity 2 
alike, and confirms that the regime is embracing Islamic law and applying it 

in the form it has within a context where the Arab nation is being fragment- 

ed into little factional states fighting among themselves; this is the stra- 

tegy which has been carried out to stir up religious strife in Lebanon, 

which Khomeyni's regime is trying, by what it calls exporting the Islamic 

revolution, to stir up in the Arab Gulf, justifying its war of aggression 

against Iraq and the Arab nation. This is Zionist strategy, equivalent to 

the theory of the American strategy of striking the bottom of the wall, 

whose objective, in the end, is to fragment the Arab nation into weak fac- 

tional statelets fighting among themselves, subject to Zionist imperialist 

dominance and capable of coexisting with the Zionist entity. 


AL-DUSTUR: What is the real nature of the relationship between Numayri and 
al-Qadhdhafi, and what are its repercussions on the conditions of the Sudan- 
ese people now? 
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8adr-al-Din Mudaththir: An objective analysis of the tw. regimes of Qadhdha- 
and Numayri will underline the great similarity between the two regimes, 
_ch came to power through military coups in 1969. 


2 two coups began in similar ways, in isolation from the mass movement. 
All the watchwords of both regimes were transformed into a single watchword, 
which has not changed as far as the two regimes are concerned, and that is 
the watchword "whoever engages in party activity commits treason." That is 
sed as a cover for imposing dictatorship and a decorative facade for a 

ugle party. The two regimes have exchanged roles in their international 

ions, since Qadhdhafi's regime began in a state of frenzy in its posi- 
m on the Soviets, and the situatioa ultimately brought it to claim that 
was adopting Soviet strategy through alliance with the Soviets’ allies in 
he region, while Numayri's regime began in an opposite manner and the situ- 
iltimately brought it to a total connection with American strategy. 
point of congruence between the two of them in both cases has been to 
urn the region into an arena of international struggle. Both regimes began 
embracing the Nasirist experiment and its nationalist watchwords, and 
ded up by contradicting them. Numayri's regime ended up openly embracing 

2 with the Zionist entity, while Qadhdhafi's regime is hostile to the 
lonist entity in terms of slogans and talk, though it is deeply involved 
th Hafiz Asad's regime in the Zionist entity's schemes to strike out at 
the Palestinian resistance and fragment the Palestine Liberation Organiza~ 
tion, and conspiratorial activity to break Lebanon up under semantic slogans 
vhich justify intervention in its affairs at the same time in which it is 
mobilizing Libya's economic resources to serve the Iranian aggression a- 

ainst the eastern gateway to the Arab nation. The regimes of Numayri and 
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ndhafi are totally similar in their vicious repressive nature ina con- 

»nting the national movement in the two countries. At a time in which the 
, cegimes are engaged in quixotic battles by proxy for international stra- 
tegies in Chad, they realize that the survival in power of each is contin- 


_ on the survival of the other regime, since each of them justifies its 
imes and its foreign connections by the claim of resisting the other re- 
aah conspiracy against it. Therefore, what Qadhdhafi's regime calls the 
support of the nationalist opposition in the Sudan is nothing more than the 
use of some personnel who have been content to put themselves at the service 
of the colonel's policies as cards in the game of enmity and reconciliation 
which has been frequently repeated between the two regimes in the years from 
1969 to now. Perhaps that is the reason which has made all the attempts made 
by elements connected to al-Qadhdhafi's regime end in failure even before 
they began. Alone in being isolated from this context was the late fighting 
man al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, who after the failure of the 2 July 1976 
movement refused to join in the reconciliation with al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and 
al-Turabi's group, in spite of official Libyan pressures, which viewed the 
comprehensive reconciliation of all parties to the "National Front" as a 
reaffirmation of its dominance of this front and a way of having its person- 
nel keep abreast of therapprochement which had occurred between the two re- 
simes at that time, enabling the Sudanese regime to isolate the Ba'thists, 
since it began its famous campaign against them in the wake of the resist- 
ance by the Ba'thists in the Sudan to joining al-Sadat's caravan after his 
visit to Jerusalem -- a campaign which escalated against the Ba'thists in 
April 1979, Qadhdhafi's regime, at that tise, was trying to allege that the 
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improvement of its relations with Numayri's regime was taking place in order 
to prevent it from throwing itself into the arms of al-Sadat for once and 
for all, while that headlong rush had actually occurred. Al-Sharif Husayn 
al-4Yindi managed to derive inspiration fron the true will of the Sudanese 
people, reject reconciliation and start the course of the alliance between 
the Democratic Unionist Party and the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and he, 
may God have mercy on him, totally absorbed the ecpected al-Qadhdhafist re- 
actions. 


The political and social struggle in our country is obvious and specific in 
nature: it is a struggle between the masses, who are demanding the freedom, 
development and progress of their country along the road to independent na- 
tional progressive development, with broad democratic participation by the 
masses, and a limited class which wants to monopolize power in order to 
realize its narrow class interests and the interests of its masters the im- 
perialists. A struggle of this type will be decided only by the Sudanese 
masses, in whose forefront stand the fighting national and domestic pro- 
gressive forces. Of course, this program, in its general features, is the 
same as the program of the masses in the Libyan region. Therefore it is the 
program of the struggle with the two ruling regimes, in Libya and the Sudan. 
Therefore, it would be folly to imagine that Qadhdhafi'’s regime would play a 
part in saving the masses in the Sudan. 


AL-DUSTUR: How do you evaluate the role of the Sudanese People’s Grouping in 
the current situation? 


Badr-al-Din Mudaththir: When our party signed the charter of alliance with 
the Democratic Unionist Party, the two parties expressed their firin determi 
nation to have the alliance between them develop so that it would be the 
solid nucleus for unity among national forces which believed in democracy 
and the road of independent national development. In the course of joint 
action between the two parties and their undertaking to play the basic role 
of leading the struggles of the masses of our people against Numayri': 

gime in the period between 1979 and 1982, their link with the r: in’ 
nationalist forces, which later constituted the Sudanese People’s Grouping, 
containing, alongside the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party and the Democratic Un- 
ionist Party, the Ansar, under the leadership of al-Sayyid Wali-al-—-Din 
al-Hadi al-Mahdi, the Sanu Party, and groupings and parties of the south and 
the other regions, whose charter and genesis were declared in the wake of 
the death of the late al-Sharif Husayn ai-Mahdi during the rey 982 up- 
rising, became more profound. Since that date, the Sudanese Peop] 
ing has become the real motive force in the opposition's strugg! 

broad framework around which the masses of the people are rallying and 
which they pin their hopes of eliminating Numayri's regime. The slogan of 
the Sudanese People's Grouping calling for the preparation of objective and 
subjective circumstances for an overall people's uprising and civil rebel 
lion has become a slogan for all the masses who believe in the road o1 ee 
pendent national development. The members of our people, under the banners 
of the Sudanese People's Grouping, have waged numerous struggles in the con- 
text of the mass movement and the unions against the agents of the regime, 
and have inflicted crushing defeats on them. In addition, the Sudanese Peo- 
ple's Grouping was the clearest, firmest and most real voice to support the 














battles of confrontation which the union movement waged against the regime, 
such as the judges’ and doctors’ strikes and so forth. The Sudanese People's 
Grouping, through its clear political line, also played the basic role in 
confronting and unmasking al-Turabi's group, which is connected to the re- 
gime, and laying it naked, causing it to lose its positions in the federa- 
tion of students in the University of Khartoum and al-Jazirah, the Islamic 
University and other student organizations. The Sudanese People's Grouping, 
through its mass publications and declarations, has been the true voice 
which expressed the aspirations of the masses of our people and their rejec- 
tion of the regime's policies. In the face of the escalation of the role and 
the struggles of the Sudanese People's Grouping, forces which have suspi- 
cious relations with American circles have been active in an attempt on 
their part to create a center parallel to the Sudanese People's Grouping, as 
part of their attempts to create a fraudulent alternative to Numayri's re- 
gime, since their conviction in its ability to endure and protect their in- 
terests and the interests of the American companies in the Sudan has become 
shaken. 


It was natural that these attempts would meet with failure, because these 
forces do not believe in organized mass action, and they are not clear and 
categorical in their position on Numayri's regime. Some of them, such as al- 
Sadiq al-Mahdi, have made a reconciliation with it, while others until re- 
cently were among its ministers and officials. In addition, these forces 
cannot fully and clearly reveal their goals and program, which the masses 
will certainly reject, because they represent an extension of the main as- 
pects of Numayri's regime. 


When this group's attempts ended in failure, Qadhdhafi, in an attempt to 
save them, intervened and through the mediation of ‘Abd-al-Salan Jallud in- 
vited these parties to a meeting in Tripoli which also ended in failure. 
This and other attempts ended, and will end, in failure because they lack 
the objective conditions for success, and the Sudanese People's Grouping, 
with its clear program and its political plan, will remain the main, actual 
driving center for our people's struggle along the road to eliminate Numay- 
ri's regime and establish the independent na.‘onal democratic alternative. 


AL-DUSTURK: What is your opinion on the notion of the fraudulent alternative 
which is being presented to counter the notion of making a reconciliation 
with the regime? 


Badr-al-Din Mudaththir: In order to answer this question, it is necessary to 
define the nature of the struggle going on in our country. The political and 
social struggle in the Sudan is not a result of the desires and intentions 
of people but is an objective reality which has its social, economic and 
cultural basis and a historic horizon toward which it is heading, a struggle 
between the broad masses, who want their nation's freedom, progress and in- 
dependent development in the light of democratic participation by the mass- 
es, and a limited social group which wants to monopolize power for its own 
narrow class interests and the interests of its masters the imperialists. 


This is the nature of the struggle, in whose light the political forces have 
formed ranks. The existing regime in the Sudan is a distillation of the 
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program of the reactionary right and its connections. Its previous struggles 
with the parties of the traditional reactionary right were secondary, and 
what happened in 1977 was a correction of the perverse situation which had 
made some parties of the traditional right, represented by al-Sadiq al-Mahdi 
and al-Turabi's group, which have capitulated, take 2 stand in opposition to 
the regime, which was applying the same program they were calling for. If 
the process of reconciliation and, through that, the attempt to broaden the 
regime's base seemed to the foreign forces and parties which were worried 
about the existing regime to suffice at that time to save it from its stif- 
ling crisis, practical experience has proved the truth of the platform of 
our party, which asserted at that time that the regime had become a holo- 
Ccaust and burned everyone who approached it, and that no one could save it 
from its inevitable destiny, although it had extended its life for a few 
years. On 27 April 1979, I said in an interview with the magazine AL-WATAN 
AL-"ARABI, which it published on the same date in its 115th issue: 


"The reconciliation will cover only al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and the Moslem Bro- 
thers. This reconciliation, which constitutes part of the game of political 
balance, instead of being a factor in strengthening the regime, has resulted 
in weakening it and isolating al-Sadiq al-Mahdi from the masses of the 
Ansar; it will not result in strengthening the regime to any degree. The 
regime is now burning anyone who approaches it, and no force that is added 
to it can break the isolation it is going through." The exacerbation of the 
regime's economic and political crisis, its increased isolation from the 
masses and its evolution into a transitional regime which is destined to 
collapse are what have made the forces that stand behind the regime think of 
fraudulent alternatives to it which will share the same character it pos- 
sesses and will carry out its programs more effectively, under the leader- 
ship of new symbols of similar nature who will be able to extend the life of 
the regime objectively for some more years. 


What we call a fraudulent alternative is one which will be deleterious to 
any of the conditions in the program of the masses, who wish freedom and 
progress for their nation and its independent development in the context of 
democratic mass participation. The alternative which will preserve the basic 
pillars of the regime, embodied in the regime of individual rule, its ins- 
trument the “single party," the state security law, the absolute exceptional 
powers of the president, the road to capitalist development, the connection 
with American imperialism and so forth, is the fraudulent alternative and 
represents an extension of the regime whether it assumes the form of nation- 
al reconciliation or a change in the symbols of the regime. In addition, any 
alternative which is deleterious to any of the conditions in the masses’ 
program regarding independent progressive national development is a fraudu- 
lent one, whether it relies on a wall of international forces or an adven- 
turesome military group. 


Therefore the fraudulent alternative, especially the American one, is a se 
condary modification of the notion of “national reconciliation," whose ess- 
ence is embodied in the expansion of the regime with the participation of 
the most capable forces in the heart of its reactionary right wing camp, 
because they are most able to apply these forces’ program. However, we 
stress once again that the political and social struggle in our country has 
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reached a degree of clarity and maturity which will no longer permit any of 
the people who are scheming successfully to effect a reconciliation which 
includes Numayri's survival or a fraudulent alternative to it to lead the 
masses astray and deceive their will. 


AL-DUSTUR: Democracy is the other side of political independence. What is 
your opinion on the matters facing the political prisoners in the light of 
the pro forma trials the regime is now conducting? 


Badr-al-Din Mudaththir: Freedom and independence are an indivisible whole. 
The freedom of the nation is connected to the freedom of its citizens; citi- 
zens will have no freedom in a nation which is mortgaged to foreigners, and 
the nation will have no guarantee of freedom unless their people live free 
within it. The sense of national sovereignty will be fully realized only 
through the citizens’ actual participation in the administration of their 
country's affairs, and democracy will be fully realized only through the 
elimination of the oppression and class exploitation burdening the masses. 
It is clear that any regime whose interests and prograin conflict with the 
interests of the overwhelming majority of the masses can only be dictato- 
rial, repressive and subordinate to a foreign center, and can retain its 
power only through reliance on foreign protection and exceptional laws and 
measures which appropriate citizens’ freedom and prevent them from exercis- 
ing their real right of expression, organization and participation in the 
administration of the affairs of the country. A regime such as Numayri's 
that has become linked with the interests of a narrow class of the society 
confined to the ruling bourgeois bureaucratic class and the parasitic capi- 
talist class which grew and flourished in the climate of its corruption and 
was connected to the interests of the multinational corporations for which 
it opened the door wide so that they could plunder the country's resources 
-- such a regime can only be an instrunent of repression mobilized to pro- 
tect the interests of this narrow group which is in conflict with the inter- 
ests of the overwhelming majority of the masses of the people. That is the 
dictatorial essence of the regime. Therefore, all attempts the regime makes 
to beautify its face, such as formulating the single party and what it calls 
the National People's Assembly, the regional people's assemblies and the 
1973 constitution which it has issued, ceaselessly conflict with its real 
need to repress the masses. Therefore, republican orders and exceptional 
laws, which strip these attempts of the limited amount of formal freedoms 
they give to citizens, are following one another in succession, and the 
state security law, the new bill on the judiciary authority and the declara- 
tion of the state of emergency are the most conspicuous, obvious forms of 
expression of the dictatorial nature of the regime. For this reason,the re- 
gime has not restricted itself even by these laws which it has issued, and 
after the state security law issued the state of emergency and the law on 
war against the state, which did not abrogate the former law but stipulated 
that the severer penalty was to be adopted in the event there were two pen- 
alties stipulated in the two laws. On some occasions, the two laws are vio- 
lated without any contingencies or obstacles. The state security law, for 
instance, stipulates that the period of detainment in prison is to be res- 
tricted to 3 months, which can be renewed for a single period, after which 
the person detained will be brought to trial or released; however, the long 
list of political detainees, which exceeds 600 in the various prisons of the 
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Sudan, contains the names of prisoners who have spent from 3 to 5 years in 
detention in prison without any specific judiciary charges being brought 
against them or being brought to trial, and they have all exceeded the maxi- 
mum for detention in prison in the state security law. Meanwhile, amnesty 
measures based on the announcement of the Islamic laws in September 1983 
included ordinary criminals, murderers and thieves while political prisoners 
were excluded from them. At the same time the regime, in the words of its 
minister of information, declared the release of 200 political prisoners in 
the past 2 weeks; an examination of the list of people who were released, 
headed by al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and Mahmud Muhammad Taha, will show that they 
are either people who previously effected a reconciliation with the regiome 
or are former supporters, while these measures did not include the more than 
200 citizens imprisoned on the charge of belonging to the Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party in the regime's prisons in the capital and the regions and the 
more than 200 nationalist trade union personnel, southern prisoners and so 
forth. At a time when the regime is boasting of Islamic slogans and of its 
democratic nature, the transcripts of the trial of the fighting men Bashir 
Hammad, al-Jayli ‘Abd-al~Karim, Hatim ‘Abd-al-Mun'im and ‘Uthman al-Shaykh, 
accused of belonging to the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party and owning publica- 
tions and duplicating machines, revealed, by the admission of the investiga- 
tor and the prosecution witnesses, that these fighting men were subjected to 
brutal torture by the regime's security agencies. Thirty-three citizens who 
were imprisoned in the past 2 months on the charge of belonging to the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party were also subjected to brutal torture carried out by 
22 officers and members of the security agency, including people who had 
taken special courses in torture in the United States of America. This is on 
the one hand. On the other, the trials which are taking place under the new 
bill on the judiciary authority are formal trials, since this bill has 
stripped the judiciary of its powers and independence, it has become an ag- 
ency subordinate to the executive authorities and its head receives orders 
from it and carries out its directives. In addition, the people who are 
employed in it are personnel who had not previously engaged in judiciary 
activity in the past, the likes of the trickster al-Makashifi Taha al-Kabba- 
shi, the little swindler whose judiciary rulings are dictated to him by the 
big swindler over the telephone from the republican palace. The entire qua- 
lifications of these so-called judges who are alien to the Sudanese judicia- 
ry authority, which has a deep history of respect for the independence of 
the judiciary and the sovereignty of the rule of law, are that they are 
anxious to carry out the wishes of the head of the regime, and therefore 
such courts cannot provide the political prisoners with a fair trial. There- 
fore, the issue of the political prisoners and their conditions, the issue 
of torture, the new bill on the judiciary authority and the pro forma courts 
which meet in accordance with them have emphatically risen to the forefront 
of the concerns of the national movement and the masses in the Sudan and 
demand that broad Arab and international solidarity be drawn from all poli- 
tical and union organizations and authorities, and those that are interested 
in issues of freedoms, hunan rights, the independence of the judiciary and 
the sovereignty of the rule of law, in order to put a stop to the arbitrari- 
ness to which the political prisoners in the Sudan are exposed and to demand 
that the torture be stopped, the criminals who have carried it out be deli- 
vered to justice and the bases for an independent, just judiciary in the 
Sudan be provided. 
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Democratic Unionist Party Spokesman 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 356, 7 Jan 85 pp 46-8 


[Text] The experience with independence, as Mr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Jawad, the 
Sudanese political and media official of the Democratic Unionist Party a- 
broad, has reported it and lived through it, is the subject of this conver- 
sation which AL-DUSTUR held with him in the British capital. How did this 
experience gain concrete form? What are the factors which led the Sudan to 
the critical stage it is going through now? There are many questions whose 
features we will try to discover and whose answers we will try to examine in 
this conversation. 


AL-DUSTUR: What has been the unionist parties’ role in the struggle for in- 
dependence? 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Jawad: Until they were merged into the Democratic Unionist 
Party under the chairmanship of the martyred President Tsma'il al-Azhari, 
the unionist parties had a memorable role. They were distinguished by a po- 
sitive nature and represented in the direct clash with the forces of the 
condominium and its various legislative and executive agencies, then, in the 
course of that, the mobilization of the Sudanese masses in the urban and 
rural areas with their various sectors on all levels, since the unionist 
parties’ slogan was immediate total evacuation, abrogation of the condomi- 
nium and the rejection of the thesis of gradualism, a position that placed 
them in daily confrontation with the British administration. The courts and 
prisons (guard locations) were packed with progressive leaders and personnel 
in the capital and the regions, and this attracted national political aware- 
ness and intensified the people's formation of solidarity with them. Their 
goal in all this was joint struggle with the fraternal people of Egypt (and 
union with Egypt). 


The unionist parties also had extensive activities outside the Sudan and in 
international forums (the United Nations and the Security Council) and Arab 
and international organizations and parties and their press. The unionist 
parties were founded on two bases, nationalism and pan-Arabism, two distinc- 
tive features they possessed, which earned them perseverance, continuity and 
organic intercomection with the Arab nation, making the Democratic Unionist 
Party raise the banner of the national and domestic struggle against dicta- 
torship and for national liberation, democracy and human dignity. Thus was 
the struggle for independence (national sovereignty) which the representa- 
tives of the Sudanese people declared fron inside parliament (sudanization, 
evacuation and independence), one of the greatest of fruits in which the 
national unionist forces participated with other forces, presenting their 
thinking, efforts and sweat through precious sacrifices, and they had the 
majority in parliament, enabling parliament to declare to the whole world 
the name of the independent Sudan as part of the international family. 


Independence, which the Sudanese parties in the north and the south unani- 
mously declared on 1 January 1956, came after a long struggle which the 
Sudanese national movement had led, starting with the fall of the al-Mahdist 
state in 1898 and following constant uprisings which included the uprising 
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of ‘Abd-al-Qadir Wad Habubah in the rural areas and the 1924 armed people's 
uprising under the command of Lt Col ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Latif and ‘Ubayd Hajj al- 
Amin and their fellow officers, soldiers, intellectuals, students and wor- 
kers. The struggle of the Sudanese people continued to escalate until it was 
crowned by the convening of the Graduates’ Conference in 1938 as a national 
movement demanding the right of self-determination. After the emergence of 
the parties in the Sudan in 1946, people's views on self-determination and 
means for achieving it diverged and they engaged in their struggle, each 
from its own position, until the Sudan was granted its independence. 


AL-DUSTUR: Did Britain have influence in the Sudan after its independence? 


Muhammad 'Abd-al-Jawad: No. When independence occurred it was not condi- 
tioned by a British presence of any kind at all; there were no military 
bases or subordination to foreign alliances. However, colonialism bequeathed 
a loathesome legacy, kindling regional conflicts, foremost among them the 
problem of the south, whose threat to national unity has continued to take 
real form to this day. 


AL-DUSTUR: What about relations with Egypt? 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Jawad: Relations with Egypt following the Sudan's indepen- 
dence were based on a joint struggle shared by the two peoples. The 23 July 
revolution in Egypt had its great effect in creating a state of broad mass 
resurgence in the Sudan on the one hand; on the other, ‘Abd-al-Nasir's Egypt 
was the first to recognize the independence of the Sudan. 


AL-DUSTUR: How did conditions progress after the Sudan's independence? 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Jawad: Unfortunately, 2 years after political independence 
*Abbud's revolution occurred, in 1958, all political parties were dissolved 
and the regime turned into a dictatorship which was hostile to the masses 
and their aspirations. The country was also linked to foreigners through its 
acceptance of American aid and its effort to be connected to foreign influ- 
ence, which led to neglect of the Sudan's sovereignty. This continued to be 
the situation until the October people's revolution, which eliminated ‘Ab- 
bud's regime so that a new page could be turned in the history of the modern 
Sudan. However, Numayri'’s coup suddenly took place on 25 May 1969, returning 
the Sudan to the point where Lt Gen ‘Abbud had stopped and completing the 
mission of treason through total neglect of national sovereignty and excess- 
es in the repression of the basic freedoms of the people, leading the people 
toward overall crisis. In addition to that, it committed bloody massacres 
for which there had been no parallel since independence. 


AL-DUSTUR: How did the national forces face this new situation? 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Jawad: Before and after the martyr al-Sharif Husayn al- 
Hindi assumed the nosition of top responsibility in the Democratic Unionist 
Party, he led a vicious opposition, with the masses of the people behind 
him, against the new regime, which wanted to turn back the wheel of history. 
In this regard he came to agreement with the Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi and his 
Ansar, and this entailed a major turning point. In the history of the 


97 











Sudanese national movement, it brought forth unique solidarity with the 
masses of the people, advancing from the points of dispute before independ- 
ence to a single approach, which was to benefit from the mistakes of the 
past, urgently to strive to eliminate the the individual May regime and es- 
tablish a new society which would not allow it to be bypassed and turned in 
a direction which would be directed toward enmity toward the people and the 
destruction of their gains. In spite of the stubbornness, massacres, sorrow 
and martyrdom which accompanied this stage, the course made strong progress. 
Then came the most advanced stage, in June 1979, with the establishment of 
the alliance between the Democratic Unionist Party and the Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party (Sudanese region). Al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi played a prominent 
role in this regard, since his unique leadership confirmed his farsighted- 
ness, penetrating national progressive thinking and comprehensive view of 
the cause of the Sudanese people, since in the statement of the alliance it 
was declared "The alliance between the Unionist Party and the Ba'th (Suda- 
nese region) is giving the unity of the people's national and progressive 
struggle in our country a focus of support and constant, organized, escala- 
ting self-sacrifice against the fascist regime and the forces of the right, 
representing a portion of its profound ranifications, which aspire, from the 
heart of the mass confrontation that is increasing in depth, breadth and 
comprehensiveness, to complete the conprehensive uprising and its require- 
ments and guarantee the attainment of its goals and triumph over its ene- 
mies. The early signs of victory are being etched in the skies of the Sudan, 
now that our people have taken steps forward which have put it at an impor- 
tant turning point in their heroic history, to mobilize their forces and set 
off the alarms of change." 


When we had sensed a readiness for change the way one could feel a hand, the 
preparation and readiness tor political strike became a machine gun firing 
off bullets of vengeance. 


The slogan of a general political strike to settle the masses' struggle a- 
gainst the fascist authorities derives its soundness from being a tested 
weapon that our people have girded themselves with and with which they have 
ridden dangers, until they triumphed in the glorious October revolution. 


The process started to assume its course in a rising direction, and massive 
uprising spread generally throughout the country, involving all areas of the 
country and shaking the deteriorating regime. It was the sign of its col- 
lapse, since it broke the so-called barrier of Fear and put the people in 
real confrontation, face to face, with the regime. The people were surprised 
by the martyrdom of al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi in Athens as he was coming 
from Amman to attend the conference of unionist students in Greece. However, 
in spite of the grievous nature of the painful blow and the loss of the 
great leader, the comrades of his road and his allies continued to bear the 
banner and proceed along his path in accordance with the values and tradi- 
tions he had outlined, now that the strides of the alliance have continued 
to grow deeper and deeper, and, through the powerful perseverant daily 
struggles, the Sudanese People's Grouping, which comprised the Democratic 
Unionist Party, the Ansar of the Imam al-Hadi al-Mahdi, the Arab Social- 
ist Ba'th Party (Sudanese region) and the Sanu party arose. It was the true 
spokesman, in accordance with its declared programs, of the desires and 
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aspirations of the Sudanese people and truthfully set out the progressive 
national and domestic alternative. Therefore the ferocious struggles against 
the regime are proceeding at full speed. 


AL-DUSTUR: How do you evaluate the Sudan's independence over its 29 years? 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Jawad: The Sudan is an occupied country in every sense of 
the word. Foreign influence dominates everything. The World Bank and inter- 
national middlemen are the people who have the say in planning its dark 
economic course and collapse on various levels, and this is the dominant 
characteristic of all social, political and economic aspects. Therefore the 
struggle of the Sudanese People's Grouping is to liberate the Sudan again 
and regain its national independence. It is as if we are starting the strug- 
gle for independence for the first time, after everything has been lost and 
a dense dirt has fallen over all the people's gains throughout these years. 
This is in the domestic context. In the foreign context, the Sudan, in the 
context of the existing regime, 1s proceeding in accordance with a scheme 
opposed to the people and linked to foreign forces to whose will it is sub- 
ject, and our country has become a stage for the activity of the American 
rapid deployment forces and military penetration. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/172 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


LEBANON 


‘ BRIEFS 


VOL REPORTS EARTHQUAKE IN BHANNIS AREA-~-The Bhannis Observatory has re- 
ported that an earthquake occurred in Lebanon at 0808 today, and that it 
measured 4.4 degrees on the Richter Scale. An observatory source added 
that the earthquake's epicenter was 10 km from Bhannis. [Excerpt] [Beirut 
Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 25 Jan 85 NC] 


CSO: 4400/68 
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JPRS-NEA-8') -U25 
lo February 1985 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 





DUBAI IMPORTS, EXPORTS--Dubayy, 11 Jan (WAKH)--UAE imports through Dubai Port 
in the first 9 months of 1984 totalled 3,824,750,701 kg, worth 13,152,058,861 
dirhams. Exports and re-exports during the same period totalled 1,084,564,294 
kg, worth 4,633,578,814 dirhams. These figures were included in a statistical 
report released by the Dubai ports and customs authority. [Excerpts] [Manama 
WAKH in Arabic 1135 GMT 11 Jan 85 GF] 


UAE, GCC TRADE WITH FRANCE--Dubayy, 27 Jan (WAKH)--The amount of trade ex- 
change between the UAE and France dropped to 3.2 billion dirhams during the 
first 9 months of 1984, compared with 3.5 billion dirhams during the same 
period in 1983. The statistics of the French trade office in Dubayy published 
by AL-BAYAN today reveal that the total trade exchange between GCC countries 
and France dropped to $5.2 billion during the first 9 months of 1984 compared 
with $6.2 billion during the same period in 1983. GCC countries’ exports to 
France--most of which are oil exports--have dropped to $2.6 billion compared 
with $4.6 during the same period in 1983. [Excerpt] [Manama WAKH in Arabic 
0840 GMT 27 Jan 85 GF] 


CSO: 4400/68 
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JPRS—-NIEA-8 5-025 
16 February 198 


AFGHANISTAN 


RESISTANCE LEADERS BLAME LACK OF UNITY FOR ABSENCE OF COALITION 
Tehran SOBH-EAZADEGAN in Persian 12 Dec 84 p 3 


[Text] The leaders of the Islamic movements who are participating in 
a seminar to examine the strengthening of the areas of unity in the 
Islamic Movement of Afghanistan answered reporters' questions in an 
interview which was reported in the press and broadcast on radio and 
television. One of them said about the results of the seminar: "The 
participation of the brothers in such a seiinar, and at each other's 
side, is the best response to the enemy's propaganda media which 
frequently refer to the lack of unity. This seminar also gives the 
Mojahedin momentum as well as a second wind. Another result of the 
seminar is the elimination of small clashes and differences of style." 


One of the participants, in response to the question "Until now how 

has the Islamic Revolution of Afghanistan profited from the experiences 
of the Islamic Revolution of Iran?" said" "We believe that the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran is a manifestation of the revolution of the Prophet 

of Islam, and that a more religious or Islamic Revolution is inconceivable. 
Therefore, it is the duty of all Muslims to imitate the Iranian 
Revolution in their own movements, and to faithfully follow its example. 
The people of Afghanistan, who have now been engaged in an armed struggle 
with the Soviet superpower for six years, have been greatly influenced 

by the Iranian Revolution. The victory of the revolution of the Muslim 
people of Iran was instrumental in allowing the Afghan people to draw 
strength, to obtain arms, and to fight on every front." In this 

regard he referred to the 14 March uprising of the people of Herat 

and said: "This uprising took place shortly after the victory of the 
Islamic Revolution of Iran. A large number of mercenaries died in this 
incident. The armed struggle has continued from that time up to the 
present moment." 





In connection to the causes of the Afghan brothers' exodus he said: 
"Since their invasion of Afghanistan the Soviet occupying forces have 
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used a great deal of force against the people of this country. The 
Savage massacre of the country's Muslim people has been the result 
of the invasion. They executed 12,000 Afghans in just one instance." 
"We recently witnessed a military operation in which more than 50 
airplanes and helicopters bombed Afghan civilians and Mojahedin. 
Savage operations such as this, which even Afghan officials do not 
know about, have been carried out in many areas. These actions are 
taken so that the Afghans will surrender or emigrate." 


He added: "The Russians have understood that the Islamic Revolution 
is expanding, and that the possibility exists that Islam will penetrate 
Russia from Afghanistan, and bring the millions of Muslims in that 
country into the movement. Therefore, they are making an all-out 
effort to prevent the spread of the Islamic Revolution to the Soviet 
Union. For this reason they have pressured the Afghans to either 
adjust or leave their country." He added: "The emigration of Afghans 
is to Iran because of the intellectual and religious unity of the two 
countries' people. While the Afghan exiles are in Iran they are 
attempting to absorb the experiences of the Islamic revolution, to 
become acquainted with its ups and downs from close-up, and to set 

in motion these experiences in their own country." 


Another participant discussed the reasons for the Afghan movements' 

lack of agreement on appointing a unified leadership. "This revolution's 
inexperience is one of the major reasons for the absence of a unified 
leadership and the failure to reach an agreement. If the Islamic 
Revolution of Afghanistan, like the Iranian Revolution, had a lot of 
experience, this defect would be eliminated for certain." He continued: 
"One of the tricks of imperialism was to sow discord between Shiites 

and Sunnis by not allowing members of the two groups to live next to 
each other, or to have a unified leadership. But fortunately this 
problem has been eliminated in Afghanistan since the beginning of the 
revolution, especially in the war zone. The brothers are endeavoring 
to close ranks in order to achieve victory." 


Continuing his remarks he said: "Of course the movements' political 
leaders have yet to carry out the ground work for merging, but the 
preliminary steps have been taken. I hope they will achieve this 
important goal as soon as possible." Another resistance leader who 
participated in the seminar talked about the absence of city dwellers 

in the struggle and about the need for widespread strikes and demonstra- 
tions. "Urban resistance activity, such as strikes and street 
demonstrations, has greatly intensified since the military occupation 

of Afghanistan. People in every city have poured into the streets, and 
have raised their voices against the occupation. During the 22 February 
uprising women with babes in arms demonstrated without fear of the 
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helicopters and tanks which were in the city. The Mojahedin played 

a Major role in these actions, but the Soviet mercenaries intensified 
their operations enough to crush all of them. Now the Mojahedin are 

redoubling their efforts to again mobilize city dwellers, and to draw 
them into the struggle.” 


He proceeded to discuss reality and fact about Afghanistan, which is 
reported in a distorted manner by the superpowers' propaganda media. "If, 
in some corner of the globe, houses are destroyed by an earthquake 

Or an airplane is hijacked, all of the earth's mass media will report 

it around the world. Many people throughout Afghanistan are killed 

or made homeless by savage bombing raids every day, but no mention 

of this is made in the mass media." In this regard he asked Iranian 
officials to make greater efforts to present Soviet crimes in Afghanistan 
and the existing realities in this country. 


12847 
CSO: 4640/272 
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JPRS-—NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


AFGHANISTAN 


ARAB JOURNALISTS MEET WITH PANJSHER LEADERSHIP 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 27 Dec 84 p 4 
[Article: "Resistance Leaders in Afghanistan Discuss Their Struggle"] 


[Text] The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan began 5 years ago today. To commemo- 
rate this occasion our correspondent in Peshawar Valley sent this special dis- 
patch about the heroic acts of Muslims in Panjsher against the armed communist 
atheists. 


Panjsher Valley is the most radiant name in Afghanistan, and Ahmad Shah Mas'ud, 
the military commander of Panjsher, is the most famous military commander in the 
Afghan Revolution. 


Snow began falling on the mountain tops, covering them with a bright white 
coating. Weary refugees were still walking in line, crossing the border into 
Pakistan in the area of Chitral, north east of Pakistan. The latest wave of 
these refugees has arrived. In it are several hundred weary and emaciated 
people. A number of children froze in the cold and were buried in the snow. A 
pregnant woman had given birth, and both mother and child died and were buried 
together a few kilometers before reaching the end of their journey. To these 
unfortunate people that journey seems to be interminable. They have to wait 3 
full months till they are registered as refugees in official government 
registers. After that they can get tents and some food. 


Snow has not yet fallen on the plains of Chitral, but it is bitter cold, and no 
one knows how the newly arrived refugees will live. 


Tragedy has become common, and death no longer disturbs anyone. Wnere did these 
people come from? They came from Panjsher. It was in the spring when they first 
migrated to Nuristan when the Soviet campaign against Panjsher began. But the 
shelling continued, following them wherever they went in their migrations inside 
the country, so they had to continue moving in the winter, traveling outside 
Afghanistan. 


News in Peshawar, especially news about Panjsher Valley, was intermittent and 
conflicting. Some people said the Russians had taken the entire valley and had 
closed all roads leading to it. It was said that the Russians had set up guard 
posts on the mountain tops all along the valley. It was said that the resistance 











in Panjsher was over. Others said that the Russians had withdrawn from most of 
the valley. They said that winter was here and that it would be meaningless for 
the Russians to stay on the mountain tops. 


Finding the truth in Peshawar is more difficult than finding a needle ina 
haystack. The only way one can find out what is going on in Panjsher is to go 
there. And that is almost impossible during the snow season. 


The other possibility for finding out what is going on in Panjsher is to find 
Ahmad Shah Mas'ud. But that is also almost impossible because Mas'ud too is in 
Panjsher. 


Somebody said, "Mas'ud has arrived here in Peshawar," but we did not pay much 
attention to that. Experience has taught us that rumors here are part of the 
daily fare of life. To some people rumors are a way of killing time. But what if 
the news were true? 


Personal Profile of Ahmad Shah Mas'ud 
His name is Ahmad Shah Mas'ud, and he is 30 years old. 


He is the general commander of the "Mujahedin" [freedom fighters] forces in 
Panjsher. 


He attended the Lycee d'Independence where he studied French. He then joined the 
Polytechnic College. 


When Muhammad Daoud came to power by overthrowing King Dhahir Shah, Mas'ud was 
arrested. He was imprisoned and tortured. At that time Mas'ud was a college 
sophomore. 


He had a close relationship with Engineer Najib al-Rahman, commander of the 
Muslim Youth Organization in Afghanistan. 


His armed movement did not last long during Daoud's term, so he migrated to 
Peshawar. 


_When the communists carried out their coup, he returned to Panjsher once again 


with his group, and he started the armed resistance movement which soon 
attracted large numbers of people in Panjsher and in the surrounding areas. 


His leadership skills enabled him to establish the strongest base for the resis- 
tance in Panjsher; that base is considered the best of its kind in Afghanistan. 


We sat in a narrow, damp room sipping black tea. It was a cold morning ina 
place untouched by the rays of the sun. We had to wait for the arrival of the 
second man in Panjsher whom we had fourd by accident the previous day. The rumor 
then was not totally false. The man wno had arrived in Peshawar was Dr 
'Abd-al-Hayy, the deputy commander general in Panjsher. 


Personal Profile of Dr 'Abd-al-Hayy 


His name is Dr ‘'Abd-al-Hayy, and he is 27 years old. His occupation is a 
physician. 
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He was arrested and imprisoned in April 1968 when Taraki's government was in 
power. Taraki is the man who had led the communist coup. 


Dr 'Abd-al-Hayy spent 18 months in the Pol-e Charkhi Prison in Kabul. He was 
released under the terms of a general amnesty. 


He joined Ahmad Shah Mas'ud, the general commander in Panjsher and became his 
deputy after the direct Soviet invasion of Afghanistan on 27 December 1979. 


The meeting took both of us by surprise. We had not expected to find that the 
second man in Panjsher was a 27-year old, young physician who was slim, of 
average height and with the features of a romantic poet. 


We had expected the second man in Panjsher to be a huge, rough and gruff man. 
But the man we saw in front of us was exactly the opposite of what we had 
expected. 


The young physician was completely taken by surprise too. He did not hide from 
us the fact that he was pleased with that meeting. "This is the first time for 
me to leave Afghanistan. It is also the first time for me to talk with the 
press. Many western journalists come to us in Panjsher, but I do not talk with 
them. I am delighted, however, to be talking with Arab, Muslim journalists." 


There was no doubt that he spoke sincerely. Six years ago when we met the 
"mujahedin" [freedom fighters] for the first time, we discovered that to them 
Islam and the Arabs were one and the same thing. 


After many years of experience, however, many freedom fighters realized that 
that view was not quite accurate. But the young man who had just arrived from 
the front did hold that same view. Although he was cordial in welcoming us, 
there was a tone of reproach in his voice that was aimed at the Arab press. It 
were as though he were saying this between the lines: "Where have you been all 
these years? Are you, the Arab journalists, sitting in your offices waiting for 
westerners to write about us for you? Where is your Islam?" 


What 'Abd-al-Hayy implied in the statements he made, others had said bluntly. 


Living with danger is an art that Afghanis have mastered, To the fighters the 





front is the area that poses the least danger. This is something they have known 
about for some time since most of the people who lost their lives were killed in 
villages, on highways and in urban prisons. This is the rule of the dreaded 
machine of death: he who does not fight gets killed. Every person living in 
Afghanistan has to make one of three choices: he can either fight, immigrate, or 
place himself under forced residency requirements in villages where meals are 
served regularly at execution parties that are held without trials and without 
the authority of the law. 


Afghanis do not have a fourth choice. That is why more than one third of the 
Afghan population immigrated. 


Things are confusing in Peshawar; everything there is suspicious. In Peshawar 
one can find freedom fighters, clients, spies and many more other things. 
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Fighters live in fear in Peshawar; they breathe easily when they leave the area. 
The city here is dusty, and the rickshaw cars emit black smoke. The air is not 
healthy, and the climate gives one the impression that it is polluted. 


"Abd-al-Hayy, the fighter who has come from Panjsher, is beset with danger and 
its merciless rules during the days he is spending in Peshawar. Commander 
Mas'ud was the target of three assassination attempts in Panjsher this year. If 
he had been in Peshawar, only one attempt would have been necessary. 


It was almost noon when a motorcycle carrying three men arrived. There was the 
athletic young driver, Abu Muhammad; Dr 'Abd-al-Hayy who rode behind the driver; 
and another young man, a Panjsher commander who used to be a physics professor. 
We began our conversation after exchanging hurried greetings. Time was short and 
the man from Panjsher wanted to carry out his mission in Peshawar in the 
shortest possible period of time. 


The physician who is a fighter began to speak and said, "Before we begin our 
conversation, I would like to explain to you the political and strategic 
importance of Panjsher. Once that is understood, it becomes easy to understand 
the reason why this area is so important to the Russians. 


"Our forces in Panjsher pose a major threat to the occupation forces and to 
their sensitive positions. 


1. "We are organizing military operations in Kabul itself, and we were able to 
inflict heavy political and military blows on the enemy and in the ranks of 
those who are collaborating with him. 


2. "We can attack and pose a threat to Bagram Air Base, north of Kabul. It is 
the largest Soviet air base in Afghanistan. 


3. "We can attack caravans traveling on the Salang Road, which is the principal 
Supply route between Kabul and the Soviet Union. We may be able to cut this road 
occasionally. 


4. "There is an important camp for Russian troops north of Kabul also in the 
fortress of Sur. It is the target of our men's operations. 

5. "From Panjsher we can attack economic targets that are important to the 
occupation forces. There is, for example, a textile factory in south Panjsher 
which the Soviets turned into a military, political institute. We consider it 
one of our important targets. 





6. "We attack guard posts that are set up by the occupiers to ensure the safety 
of principal roads. 


7. "Panjsher takes part in organizing the resistance in neighboring 
governorates. It takes part in military operations in those governorates, in the 
governorates of Badakhshan, Baghlan and Qonduz, for example. 


"The enemy has come to an important realization: he realized that Panjsher is a 
highly organized base that follows scientific methods in its guerilla warfare. 
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This is the principal reason for the fear which the occupation forces have of 
our base in Panjsher. 


"The Soviets realize the danger that our organizing poses to them. We have a 
military organization and a political organization, and both are principal 
factors in the success and evolution of liberation wars. The Russians understand 
this well from their experience. This is the first reason--in addition to the 
seven reasons I mentioned--that Panjsher is high on this list of Soviet concerns 
in Afghanistan." 


Spring Is not yet Here when there Is only One Blossom! 


Our actions are not restricted to organizing Panjsher and turning it into an 
ideal model for a base in a liberation war. We had to spread that experience 
over as much of Afghanistan as we could, especially in the areas around us. We 
have a saying in Afghanistan which goes like this: One blossom does not herald 
the arrival of spring! Therefore, in order for us to have a successful libera- 
tion war in Afghanistan, Panjsher's new experience must become widespread all 
over Afghanistan. 


That is why Ahmad Shah Mas'ud and a few other leaders moved into neighboring 
governorates where they succeeded in setting up several strong, organized bases. 
What they did in those governorates is like what they accomplished in Panjsher. 
Our purpose in doing that is to dissipate ‘he forces of the enemy. We do not 
want to give the enemy a chance to concc.crate his forces in one area and [even- 
tually] destroy that area. 


Nevertheless, the enemy is still concentrating his forces on Panjsher basically 
since to him it has become a universal political issue. Newspapers all over the 
world talked about Panjsher and featured written and pictorial reports on the 
area, making it become the focus of attention for world public opinion. Thus, 
the Soviets' defeat in Panjsher has come to represent a political blow to their 
Stature throughout the world. 


The massive attack under which Kabul is still living began late last April. We 
were still at the end of the truce period that had been arranged between us and 
the Soviets. They tried to take us by surprise before the truce expired. 














We received news of that from our intelligence agency in Kabul. We found out 
that the enemy was making preparations for a violent attack on Panjsher that was 
to be launched before the truce expired. We found out that the Soviet enemy was 
planning to use more than 20,000 men in that attack. 


Mas'ud convened the area's consultative council which is made up of military 
commanders, religious scholars and others, and the matter was presented to them. 
A unanimous decision was made to evacuate the valley because the Soviet enemy, 
as usual, would destroy the villages when Soviet airplanes would raid the area. 
The valley was then gradually evacuated of its residents to protect the lives of 
children and women. The men of the resistance stayed behind to ward off the 
attack. 











Surprise Was Lost 


The enemy had been planning a swift and crushing attack on Panjsher whose 
objective was to set a siege around the fighters and eliminate then. 


Our counter plan was based on the principle of impeding the Soviet enemy so as 
to ruin the surprise factor that the Soviets were relying upon. We would then 
set a trap for them in the places they intended to attack. 


Before the enemy's forces arrived in Panjsher, they were actually confronted 
with successive ambushes and attacks that confused them and slowed down their 
progress, which was supposed to take us by surprise and to crush us. We delayed 
them for 2 whole weeks before they were able to reach the valley. 


The Soviets lost their nerve as a result of that failure, and they began using 
toxic gases heavily. So we decided to withdraw our forces to the two neighboring 
areas of Andarab and Khowst, but we kept our observation posts over the 
mountain tops. Before withdrawing from the valley we mined the villages and our 
mountain bases where we knew the Soviet enemy would go looking for the freedom 
fighters. When the Soviets arrived in Panjsher, they found no one there: there 
were no residents and no freedom fighters either. The Soviets lost a large 
number of their soldiers because of the mines that had been laid everywhere. 


The failure of the enemy's intelligence agency was devastating. Soviet intelli- 
gence had failed to discover our counter measures and our defensive-offensive 
plan. The Soviets began pursuing a furious course of action, and they proceeded 
on a course of indiscriminate bombing and shelling. 


The Soviet enemy attacked the area of Khowst five times. They wanted to chase 
the freedom fighters away and seize the area, but they failed and withdrew to 
Panjsher. The freedom fighters then began returning to Panjsher to launch their 
raids against enemy forces stationed there. The Soviets had established posi- 
tions for their forces in the valley. Then there was a stage during which we 
exchanged with the enemy a variety of ambush operations and raids. Ultimately, 
the Soviets had to evacuate the dales surrounding Panjsher Valley, and they were 
content with concentrating their forces in the valley. Our men then found their 
way into those dales and from there they began attacking the forces of the enemy 
in the large valley. 








It was then that a new stage began. The Soviets lost their offensive momentum 
and assumed a defensive posture. We shifted from a defensive to an offensive 
posture that manifested itself in continuous raids, ambushes and night attacks 
against enemy positions all along Panjsher Valley. 


A Trial and Suicide 


On Iftar Bairam [the feast that is celebrated after the month of Ramadan] Radio 
Moscow was broadcasting greetings from the commander of the military campaign 
against Panjsher. The greetings bore tidings of the imminent end and final 
demise of "the evil ones." When we began our counter attack, we inflicted heavy 
losses on the enemy with our rapid and successive attacks. The Soviets proceeded 
to withdraw their troops, concentrating those troops in Panjsher Valley and 
maintaining a defensive posture. 
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Enemy troops lost their morale and their offensive momentum. They were facing a 
strong guerilla warfare and an organization that spelled the end of any regular 
army no matter what its strength was. 


Moscow realized its failure and the failure of its Panjsher campaign commander 
who was quickly summoned to Moscow. It was reported that he was court-martialed 
and replaced by another commander. But the political commissar of the campaign 
left Panjsher and went to Kabul where he stayed in his home in the Soviet suburb 
of Makrurian in that city. A few days later he committed suicide. He left 
behind a note in which he explained why he had committed suicide. The note made 
it clear that he had advised military commanders that the time was not right for 
launching that campaign. Then he expressed his objection to his country's policy 
toward Afghanistan and said, "The Soviets will never succeed in Afghanistan." 


An Air Lift 


In Panjsher the Soviets used air-borne commandos to control the mountain tops in 
that area and to seize a few strategic positions in the valley. In general, the 
Soviets are using these forces extensively now in Afghanistan. But we too 
developed our methods of combat and our procedures for setting ambushes, 
breaking sieges and taking other actions. 


The Soviets now control one fourth of the valley. They left the rest of the area 
to reduce attacks against them by freedom fighters. 


Climate conditions are very severe in winter. We suffer in winter more than the 
Soviets do because our resources are limited. We expect them to attack us, but 
their attacks are not decisive. There are battles going on now. The Soviets' 
objective is to do away with the Panjsher experiement and its effective role in 
organizing Afghanis' fight for freedom. This year the Soviets tried to kill 
Commander Ahmad Shah Mas'ud three times, but they did not succeed. 


Instead, we were able to purge the area of their clients, men like Jum'ah Khan. 
Khan was a commander in Andrap, but he had contacts with the enemy. He had cut 
the supply routes from Andrap and agreed with the Soviets to turn the people of 
Andrap against the people of Panjsher. We were able to expel this traitor and 
his followers from the area, and we established our political organization 
there. We also set up our educational, military and judicial organizations 


Panjsher. 
The Truce Problem 


fQuestion] The current military campaign against Panjsher was carried out 
before the truce between you and the Soviets expired. What were the conditions 
that led to this truce? Did it have negative or positive effects on your 
conditions in Panjsher? 


[Answer] The third military campaign or the third strategic attack which the 
Soviets launched against us is what led to this truce. To understand the motives 
behind having the truce, we have to understand the conditions of the battle at 
that time. 
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The enemy attacked us with his formidable troops, and he was able to occupy 
Panjsher Valley after violent combat. The Soviets then settled in all along the 
length and breadth of the valley, and they held the initiative militarily for 20 
consecutive days. Our posture, however, was a defensive one. We maintained that 
posture on the mountain tops and around our well-fortified bases. When a regular 
army launches an attack in a guerilla war, it stays on the offensive until it 
achieves its set objective. If an enemy fails to achieve that objective, he 
withdraws and regroups in his camps and bases and assumes a defensive posture. 


This is what happened in those days. But after 20 days the Soviets withdrew 
their troops and concentrated them in an area called Burjman at the entrance 
to the valley and in the middle of the valley. We launched a crushing attack on 
Burjman Camp; we killed large numbers of the enemy's men; and we seized large 
quantities of weapons and ammunition. The Soviets thus had to evacuate the 
middle of the valley, and they had to be content with rallying together at the 
entrance to the valley. 


Now the initiative is ours completely. We used the heavy weapons and ammunition 
we seized to attack the Soviets at the entrance to the valley. So they withdrew 
once again and moved their troops to the area of Sarich, which is a high 
altitude area overlooking the areas around it. The Soviets had mined several 
successive rings around this area to keep us from infiltrating their positions. 
But despite that freedom fighters were able to penetrate these defenses and get 
inside the camp. There, they engaged the enemy in combat using knives, swords 
and hand grenades. We were able to burn a large number of tanks, and we took 
many prisoners. Some Russians threw themselves in the fires that we had set to 
the tanks because they feared capture. 


The Soviet enemy withdrew once again, and their forces retreated to Rukheh, 
which used to be the administrative capital of Panjsher Valley. It is also 
located at the entrance to the valley. The enemy set up strong fortifications 
around the area and dug connected trenches around the camp so that tanks could 
move without coming under our fire. But our booty had provided us with large 
quantities of ammunition which we used unstintingly against the enemy's amassed 
troops in Rukheh. The Soviets’ losses amounted to 50 persons a day. 


Mutual Attrition 





~The battie continued for 7 consecutive months. Many of our people lost their ————— 
lives, and many more were wounded. Besides, they were extremely exhausted, and 
we had a shortage of supplies and food. But as far as the people were concerned, 
their villages were destroyed, and many of them, especially women and children, 
had lost their lives. Supplies were becoming scarce because Panjsher was largely 
surrounded. 





The Soviets had closed the main roads, and the traitor, Jum'ah Khan had closed 
the road which led to us through Andrap. Snow closed all the other side roads 
that we used to use in emergencies. 


It was under these harsh circumstances that Mas'ud received a message from the 
Soviet military commander. The letter was written in Russian and Farsi; it 
stated, "Mr Ahmad Shah Mas'ud, I would like to meet with you to discuss 
important matters." 
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We found out that the enemy was asking for a truce. We had no doubt that the 
Soviets felt they had failed and that they had not been able to launch a new 
attack on Panjsher. In fact, the Soviets had not been able to settle down in 
their positions at the entrance to the valley. They have been trying to hold on 
to any position for their forces in Panjsher to avoid humiliation inside the 
country and a scandal worldwide after the failure of this massive campaign. 


Mas'ud convened the consultative council, and we looked into the idea of a 
truce, applying Islamic standards in our deliberations. After all, we were 
fighting this holy war on the basis of our Islam. We concluded that if a truce 
could bring about benefits to the fighters and to the people, then the commander 
has the authority to declare such a truce if he thinks one is advisable. 


The Objectives of a Truce 
The consultative council felt that a truce would yield definite benefits to us. 


--First, a truce would be a major political gain because it would be an official 
recognition from the Soviets that they had failed militarily. It would refute 
their claim that freedom fighters were a band of thieves. The fact that senior 
Soviet generals would sit with us and negotiate a truce is evidence that we are 
an organized war of liberation. 


--Second, the truce will provide us an opportunity we do need to repair the 
destruction caused by the war in fields and buildings. It would give us an 
opportunity to tend to the wounded and care for emigrants, and it would enable 
us to make arrangements for food after spending 7 months in furious combat. 


--Third, we would raise our military and organizational standards during the 
period of the truce. At the same time we would strengthen our ties with neigh- 
boring areas, reinforce their military and political organizations and replenish 
ammunition and food supplies in preparation for the next round of combat. 


--Fourth, guerilla warfare requires strong and organized bases with clearly 
defined geograhpical, political and religious specifications. Maintaining a 
struggle for the cause of God and achieving victory in that struggle require the 
presence of such bases. We need some time to complete the required bases. 


These were our most important objectives from the truce. The Soviets too had 
their own objectives. They wanted to deceive us, and they thought that stopping 
combat would give them an opportunity to stir up disputes and conflicts among 
freedom fighters. They thought they would be able to plant their clients in our 
midst to divide us. 


The Soviets tried to approach the people to persuade them to abandon [their 
support for] the resistance which, [they claimed], has been bringing them ruin 
and destruction. Their objective then was to destroy our ranks from within 
during the truce. However, a whole year went by, and we were able to achieve the 
positive results that we had hoped to achieve. 


The people benefited from the truce, and so did the freedom fighters: they had a 
respite from the war; they regained their energy; and they improved their living 
conditions. 
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We reorganized our combat units, and we improved their training as well as their 
ideological and political standards. 


We sent combat units to take part in the operations of neighboring sectors and 
in operations on the Salang Road. 


We purged the area of Andarab from Jum'ah Khan and his gang, and we reorganized 
the Resistance in the area. Then we consolidated relations which had been tense 
with a few local leaders nearby. 


Freedom fighters now have several important and strong bases in the areas of 
Khowst and Dari Khalb and in the governorate of Takhar as well. We are also 
cooperating closely with the governorates of Qonduz, Badakhshan and Balkh. 


It is true that the Soviet enemy did realize partial gains in the area of 
Qariab, where they occupied some parts of the area and tried to have their 
people penetrate Panjsher from there for sabotage purposes. But in general the 
Soviets are extremely worried over the growing power of Panjsher and the spread 
of its influence into neighboring areas and governorates. The Soviets had to 
carry out a crushing strike to eliminate that danger, or rather, they had to 
crush that blossom beside which other strong blossoms had emerged as an 
auspicious sign of the onset of spring and the restoration of freedom and 
security to the people of Afghanistan. 


The Soviet campaign against Panjsher is still continuing, but it is failing, 
just as the three campaigns that preceded it had failed. God will protect Islam 
and Panjsher. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


AFGHANISTAN 


WHEAT PRODUCTION UP AS A RESULT OF GOVERNMENT AID 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 20 Dec 84 p 2 


[Text] The PDPA and the DRA devote constant attention to the fundamental 
problem of agricultural development, the evolution of social changes by means 
of implementing land and water reforms, the effective expansion of the 
cooperative movement, increased production of various essential farm prod- 
ucts that would provide a variety of foods in adequate quantities for the 
nation's workers and the availability of raw products needed by the country's 
developing industries. 


in stating the above, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reforms Abdul-Ghafar 
Lakanwal said in an interview: In the first 6 months of this year [21 March 
1984-22 September 1984] 52,500 tons chemical fertilizer valued at 56 million 
afghani, agricultural chemicals, 5,000 tons improved wheat seeds and more 
than 5,000 tons cottonseed were distributed among peasants and agricultural 
cooperatives while a total of 112,000 tons chemical fertilizer were distrib- 
uted among farmers and agricultural cooperatives by the government. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reforms has started serious initiatives 
to provide improved seeds for all kinds of cultivations and right now the 
ministry has readied 10,000 tons of improved seeds. 


In explaining the levels of agricultural output in the country during the 

current year, the Minister of Agriculture and Land Reforms said: The use of 
mechanized farming facilities in the current year as compared to earlier years 
has increased threefold while compared to last year the increase was 33 Be 























-—-—-percent.- Right now, modern and fully-equipped mechanized agricultural sta- 
tions are in operation in the provinces of Kabul, Balkh, Jowzjan, Herat and 
Baghlan, including the utilization of many tractors in hamlets and villages 
of the abovementioned provinces. 


Also, 4 modern mechanized farming units have been set up in the provinces of 
Samangan, Kundez, Ghazni and Farah and in the 7 months of this year agricul- 
tural cooperatives have been provided with 68.7 million afghani in loans, 
3,700 tons chemical fertilizer, 2,300 tons of various pesticides and plant 
disease controls in order to help in the spring cultivation. 


In order to help in the harvesting of the 1363 [21 March 1984-21 March 1985] 
crop and this year's early summer cultivation, agricultural cooperatives 
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were provided loans totalling 135 million afghani, 7,900 tons chemical fertil- 
izer, the equivalent of 60 million afghani chemicals to fight plant and 

animal diseases. As a result of such help, agricultural cooperatives were 

not only able to produce their own needs but were able to export their 
surpluses which consisted of 2,350 tons raisins, 4,750 tons pomegranates, 
5,000 tons melons, 9,805 tons grapes, 367 tons almonds, 460 tons wool and 
32,000 karakul pelts. 


In addition, agricultural cooperatives sold more than 20,900 net tons of 
agricultural products to the country's workers, institutions and organizations. 


Compared to the previous year, the area under cultivation and orchard farming 
this year increased by 2,300 hectares, showing a total of 3,829,300 hectares 
of farmed land and orchards. 


The country's output during the current year were put at 4,505,000 tons grains 
and 68,000 tons raw cotton while other oucputs included totals of 932,000 

tons vegetables, including potatoes, and 930,000 tons fruits including 

grapes and citrus. 


The Minister of Agriculture and Land Reforms spoke about the levels of 
agricultural output in the provinces, saying: As a result of increased 
agricultural help by the government, the output of wheat and cotton showed 
increases over planned targets in the provinces of Kundiz, Balkh, Helmand 
and Herat. 


At the conclusion of the interview, the minister said: Despite the undeclared 
war in the country, acts of sabotage by antirevolutionary elements connected 
imperialism and the regional reactionaries that have caused some stone 
throwing at the growth and development of agriculture, major successes have 
been achieved in the agricultural sector so that provinces which in the past 
had experienced grain shortages and had been helped by other provinces, this 
year became self-sufficient in wheat supplies. These included the provinces 
of Badakhshan and Farah. 


In Badakhshan Province this year, wheat output was not only sufficient to meet 
the needs of the people there, but provided a surplus of 400 tons of wheat 
which were bought by the government from farmers at suitable prices. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


AFGHANISTAN 


FIRST MUNICIPAL COOPERATIVE HOTEL INAUGURATED 
Kabul HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR in Dari 14 Dec 84 p 4 
[Text] In anticipation of the 20th anniversary of the PDPA, the hotel and 


restaurant of Kabul City's cooperatives was inaugurated on Salang Wat last 
week. 





We went to the hotel to write a report on it. The restaurant caught our eye. 
Everything was in proper shape and order. It was fully satisfactory from the 
hygienic and cleanliness point of view. The head of the Kabul City coopera- 
tives said: The Office of Kabul City Cooperatives intends to establish many 
facilities in various sectors as a means of serving residents better so that, 
in addition to stores and mobile shops providing essential items, we set up 
the printing office of the Youth Township in September 1983 and this year we 
decided to open the hotel and restaurant of Kabul City's cooperatives with 

an initial capital of 2 million afghani. 


The hotel has 40 beds and its dining room and restaurant have a capacity to 
accommodate 150 people. Fellow-citizens can hold wedding and engagement 
parties and social receptions there. Many advantages are being offered to 
residents from the point of view of prices and other things. Compared to 
other hotels and restaurants, prices here are fixed at the lowest rates 
since it is the job of cooperatives to stabilize prices where necessary. 


The manager of the hotel and restaurant spoke of the types and prices of food 
and use of the facilities for weddings and engagements, saying: The price 


|__—_of-an-average meal of pilau, boiled rice and broiled meat layers is 40 
afghani and the food served at our restaurant are quite satisfactory from the 
point of view of quality and quantity. This is because effort is being made 
here to run the facilities strictly according to hotelkeeping procedures and 
to show sincerity and pleasant attitude toward residents to whom the hotel 


really belongs. 








Zolmi, one of the customers of the hotel who had held an engagement party for 
his friends there, had this to say: Without exaggeration, our reception took 
place in an atmosphere of sincerity and left us with pleasant memories. We 
hope to see more of these kinds of hotels in the city. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-~()2 
16 February 19 


[TRAN 


VELAYATI DISCUSSES RESULTS OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 23 Dec 84 p 3 


[Text] Dr Ali Akbar Velayati, the minister of foreign affairs on his return 
to Tehran from the 15th Islamic nation's foreign ministers conference ex- 
plained the results of this conference in an interview with reporters. In 
referring to the fact that the Islamic Republic of Iran criticizes the general 
manner of the organization of the Islamic nation's conference, he emphasized 
the importance of the Islamic Republic of Iran's presence at international 
assemblies in order to present and explain its views about different Islamic 
and world issues. He mentioned that the Islamic Republic of Iran can use 
these assemblies as a tribune to deliver Islamic and Islamic Republic mes- 
sages to Muslims and the world. Dr Velayati referred to the fact that some 
of the countries are trying to bring the Islamic Republic of Iran to the 
negotiating table regarding the imposed war. In analyzing the Islamic 
Republic of Iran's stance, he explained again the decisive position of our 
nation in confronting the aggressor and the anihilation of the Ba'thist 
Zionist Iraqi regime and said: “Explicit and repeated proclamations of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran's position in this regard was announced in this 
assemble." 


The minister of foreign affairs mentioned the gains of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran from the 15th session of the meeting of ministers of foreign affairs 

_.—__.-9f-this-organization in regard to treating the question of Palestine as an 
Islamic question, prevention of the expansion of the Camp David accords and 
the return of Egypt to the Islamic world, prevention of the exit of the ag- 
gressor Quds regime from political. economic, cultural, and scientific iso- 
lation, the question of the occupation of Afganistan by Soviet forces and the 
organized and effective support of this country's freedom fighters by the 
Islamic nations. He mentioned that the 46 nations present at this conference 
approved decreasing their relations with America because of American support 
of the Zionist regime. 


Dr Velayati also pointed out that the San‘a session approved a resolution that 
requires the member nations to campaign against moral corruption. Also the 
approval of a resolution which was supported by the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
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called for unified and positive consideration by the Islamic nations to pro- 
vide aid to Afghan freedom fighters. Velayati mentioned that the concrete 
cooperation between the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the missions of Syria, Libya, Algeria, and the People's Democratic Republic 
of Yemen was unprecedented and said that the question of confronting the 
Islamization of Camp David was fully supported by these countries and some 
of the African nations. 


The press interview of Dr Velayati in San'a is as follows: Dr Ali Akbar 
Velayati at the conclusion of the 15th session of the Islamic foreign minis- 
ters conference in San'a talked to reporters and international news agencies 
and mentioned that the Islamic Republic of Iran places great importance in the 
unity of dialogue between the world's Muslims. He regretted that the Islamic 
conference organization has failed to fulfill a unified dialogue among the 
Islamic nations and said that the presence of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
international and Islamic conferences is for the sake of expressing its 
Islamic views in regard to different questions and to take more steps towards 
the interests of the Muslim nations. Velayati mentioned that the Lranian 
delegate has protested and criticized the manner of the continuation of the 
conference and its organization and has requested a revision of ic. 


Iran's Position on the War 


Dr Velayati said that the Lraqi regime's attacks on Iran and occupation of a 
part of the Islamic Republic started the war and that the two Muslim nations 
of Iran and Iraq have sustained irreplaceable losses. He pointed out that 
during this imposed war the Iraqi regime has proved it is not abiding by any 
international rules or precedents. He emphasized that Iran has used its 
efforts to retake its occupied lands and usurped rights and as long as the 
Saddam regime rules Iraq the war will continue until its final victory. The 
foreign minister emphasized the decisive stand of the Islamic Republic in 
response to those who want Iran to make an effort to negotiate before it 
attains its usurped rights taken by the imposed war. In this regard he re- 
ferred to the statement of Hojjatol=Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the speaker of 
the supreme defense council which stipulates that any country which tries to 
use its previous words and position to act as an arbitrator will undoubtedly 
not be accepted by Iran. He mentioned that the face-to-face experience of 
the Muslim nation of Palestine with the occupier Quds regime indicates that 
one must talk to the aggressor in his own language and said: "The Lraqi 
regime faces the same situation as Israel in front of the Palestinians; 
attacks on our own country have proved this except that the language of force 
does not understand any other language." He emphasized that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran does not have any differences with the Muslim nation of Iraq 
and is a friend and the brother of this oppressed nation. 








Dr Velayati again emphasized that as long as the present regime rules Iraq 

any kind of negotiation regarding peace is meaningless and vain and the war 
will continue until complete victory against this aggressor regime. He re- 
gretted that the [Islamic conference organization has not been impartial in its 
previous resolutions especially at the Casablanca session. Despite the con- 
demnation of the majority of the world's nations and the united nations over 
the use of chemical warfare, bombardment, demolition and attack on residential 
areas, this organization has not taken any action. He emphasized that as long 
as the Islamic conference organization continues its previous policy Iran's 
position will not change. Dr Velayati added: "We have requested that the 
Islamic conference organization observe neutrality and justice in the 
Iran-Iraq war. Therefore, that portion of the approved resolutions at the 
recent foreign affairs minis.ers Islamic conference session which with impar- 
tiality addressed both sides equally is confirmed by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran." He again specified that the position of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has not changed whatsoever and is the same as repeatedly announced. 


The minister of foreign affairs referred to Iran's rejection of the peace 
committee of the [Islamic conference organization based on its violation of 
neutrality. He mentioned that if this committee adopts a neutral position 
like the portion of the approved resolution of the recent Islamic nation's 
foreign affairs minister conference it will be accepted as a positive step 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-025 
16 February 1985 


PAKISTAN 


PAKISTANI PAPER VIEWS EDUCATION SYSTEM 
GF301416 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 26 Jan 85 p 3 
{Editorial: "An Education Revolution--But How?"'] 


[Excerpt] President Ziaul Haq, while inaugurating the third training course 
for university teachers said that a revolution in education was needed in order 
to develop character and knowledge among students. He added that teachers were 
not up to the mark and as a result the standard of education was falling. The 
president said that he could not find any reason for this. He suggested that 
we should follow the example of Japan where an education revolution was 

started 100 years ago. We should learn from the Japanese experience, he said. 


Educators have been talking about the falling standards of education for a 
long time now. On several occasions in the past our experts on «ducation 
have made suggestions and recommendations regarding this matter. However, 
little notice of these recommendations was taken by key persons in the govern- 
ment who had the power to change this condition. At least these key persons 
did one thing right in that they joined the general outcry that the standard 
of education was indeed falling. The major blame for this was put on the 
teachers. But this is wrong, as teachers are only one cause of falling edu- 
cational standards. 


The reason for the decline in educational standards is due to the dual system 
of education. Some students learn in Urdu while others learn in English which 
is used as the media of education. This system has now become a status symbol. 
While the children of high officials and the rich go to English medium schools, 
the poorer parents send their children to Urdu medium sciisols where tuition 
fees are cheaper. When these two groups of children grow up their status mark 
remains with them. The children of the rich and elite get the best jobs even 
if they are mediocre so long as they speak English fluently, because all job 
examinations and interviews are conducted in English. Students from Urdu 
medium schoois also face another difficulty. If they take up science sub- 
jects in college they need to know more English. Such students must learn 
science as well as English. In the process many an intelligent student is 
left behind and often dubbed as unpromising. 


Learning anything in English puts a double strain on a student. Whatever he 


learns in English he mst translate within his mind into the vernaculz2): before 
he can absorb it. 
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We think that the biggest reason for the decline in educational standards is 
this dual system of learning. The president speaks of the Japanese revolu- 
tion. The Japanese learn everything in their own language. A Japanese stu- 
dent is not required to learn English. Many Japanese graduates do not know 


English. There are many developing countries where students are not exposed 
to this double jeopardy. 
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